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LIST 01? SPJl~C HfEHS 

.; 

Co. l ected in Sumrr.e r of 1923 , by C.HtBarbeau in the 

Upper Ske ena Coun try , B8C. ( mostly Gitksan specimens) 

- ---·----·-·- -·-
( Cti tkeB n) 

?:)ZEE! ~2:~P~~.,t~ Vi}}.a~ ( Bou£,ht from the heirs of X:)~ld t t . an old 
Kispayak woman ) , 

1. Mask of the house of ~kld.rt , repr e!J enting d1etshux pisti' i 
'-14\\.C. , l 0~'5 

y 2. 
\J \\, C. lC~ O 

( drumming grouse) (Gis€?B,st phratry) . A c rest worn in an 

iyuku (pot.latch) on the head of the man who assumes the 

name , who gets presents. 

Me.de by Lel t ' s brother, of Ki twanga, 1rho died many 

y ears a.goo 

Belonged first to uncle of present o~ner. From 

Kispayrtks village 

Mask named ~},.at , "ea ~s mano " Same owner. It was the 

representation of his own name ~:~tdt1-t • 

. fo.de about 50 years a::;o by t-' , :>xs, of Kispayaks c 

3 . Mask representing w~t , "the selle:r" ( large mask) ,a naxn:;iq 

/ 4e 
'J\ \, I! . \C~'t 

( spirit). When he appeared ~r1D the fee.st home the 

wearer would take things from the attendants and 

then {pretend to) sell them back to them, thus 

"showing~ his name. 

Made long ago. 

Belonging to the s ame house o 

Mask of pistL'i : grouse 

'l'he name of the face (under) is{anx l'~ 9 
slave-mul'.:er 



5. 
\I \ \ . C. . \ l?~ \ 

Gi tks~m 

- 2 .. 

The wearer of the mask represented a wild man 
I 

coming from another place who sang:the people 

treated him kindly (~e' slave); the song 

con tained only the words "anxt' 11 re:peated 

several times, and the meaning was that the 

people would not mE~e him a slave. 

Belonged to house of xkedot n 

Used by a young woman about 10 years ago 

Uade by t:7 1 :7).Cs (same as above) about 

15 y ears ago. 

Mask of Lu•l~~x "corpse, ghost ," a 

(with black stripes) 

Song connected with it "Ay:J ameyl:'cyt •• ," 

Made long ago by Gieit'wans,a Kispayaks man. 

Crown called Kuc ~en.;ox. It was placed on a 

mask thus named,sJnce l?st. There was a cane 

connected with mask;the cane rose from under-

ground in the fea3t house and grew rieht up to 

the top of the house (made in sections). 

Belonged to the sa.me house 

xktd J-t is now an old woman, in Kispayaks. 
• n 

( from Hazf 1 ton) 
7. Rattle for medicine-man , rnade three years a.go 

'\!\ \.C. l C~'?J 
b~ Daniel Skawil ·(sgawi1). Japle 

Gi tk.:;an 
( from Ki twan:;a) (From 9 to 17 purchased from chief 

tengw~x , known as La~axni ts (<Laxse' 1) 
Raven 
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10. 
\J \\ . c . l os7 
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Double , "' mask,named{galag;:,-sgitgtmk 

broken (in two) by (rays of) the sun 

or the sun shines on it and its heat breaks it. The 

being outside is blind. A naxn~q, not used as a name 

It was used in public in the feast house. That 

being went around in the presence of the chiefs 

while a.t the back of the house the singer sings his 

song. He opens and shuts the mask (by means . 

of strings) ir~ce s san tly. 

Song: "-tema tixku ctet t os¾ala.xi xYinl~all'-

g £ tgisgt:mt 'nJyuwchel." Meaning: "'Ihe sun will 

shine on me and· break th rough." 

Belongs to house of tengw~x (laxse'l; 

Kitwa.nga village). 

Carved about 15 years ago by a Nass River 

man: na~;:)mwilgo·ks I of Gi tla.xdamks v:i.llae;e I who came 

here for the purpose of carving. 

Cot tonwoo d inside and red ced0 r outside. 

Mask named taxumsq6·xt: "twisting little branches of 

cedar tree" when angry. A hallai t ( hie;h chief). 

When represented in t he feast house, the chief wearing 

it was angry, and some one ce.me along to wrestle with 

him and tried to t wist him like cedar b~rk . On the 

spurs s wan down was place d. A naxn:Jq 

Belonged to-house of 'axg•.?·t (laxse'l) 

· · Age and maker, same as 1'1° 9 
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11. 

(in Teimshie.n) 

12 • . 

\/ \\ ,C . lD~ 

Mask named 'a~g•3t ,"without mind,foolish." It 

was the rnei,sk of the name of the chief of this 

house,a laxse 'l of Kitwan~a. 

There was a l arge c,uNas spread at the back 

of the house,e.nd the mask came out of it. -The 

wearer ca.me towf!:rd. s the assembly and danced 

before them;he he ld a stick in his ha.nd,and the 

people san; in response 

(He): ' axgv·t ga tnuyude . . 
"I am foolish , i am foolish." 

( The Chorus): t,nnksi tsi ts tta twi ' axg .1d.;mgt t 
The foolish man w111 • eat the heart of 

all the people 

Maker of the mask: lax ' wJlamo•t,of the{lax~iln 
wolf 

phratry ,of Git~ad.in villaee (Uass River) 

Made about 40 yeers ago (that is when Sinclari , 

the interpreter,wa s very young , ~nd just before 

an epidemic of measles) 

Wood : b i rch. 

Mask named{Sag;aptsL ku } 
all around dance 

"Dancing 

al]. around" ( in every house for fun). Face 

of a woman . The -performer using the mark went 

t hrough . all the houses in the village, Bl.nging 

and dancing. Song, hahtyaht 

by 5 or 6 men. 

She was accompanied 



(I n Tsim-
shian) 
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ha.haY£ht: ••• he he••• 
e are gcing to 

(Spoken:){tadem'elim 

put some words now 

( ni sen 'wt.. tdiy £. ' wihal • a• it gan txaxgw£·tix 

l_ really very big chief(hal•e.it). He looses the whole (village 

i 'nawid~·pt 

t he big 
· Vi llage 

sagaptsi~gum hal•e.•it . . 
dancing t hr ough the chief (halait ) 

(every house) 

i. e. "the whole ville.ge was lost by the big hala•it 11 

Maker of the mask : tsa •'cls (tengw8x 1 s wife 's 

bro ther ), a Gis~ast of gitse;ukta village 

Time : about 30 years ago 

Wood: some red cedar,some cot tonwood. 
, 

.fa sk named G i t~ine.c.. - a small bird resembling the 

yrnodcock i~ size ,and whose song resembles the name 

g i tgi tgi t~ins E. - • hen it flies through the air. A naxn:>q. 

The stick is tied to the back of the performer, 

at the belt. When dancing in the :presence of the 

as sembly the beat is kep t moving up and down by strings 

pulled from inside. 

Song: ayahl - (bi s ) huhu - rnid t t ' wEi 

( How far wi ll 

y lnde ' Wihal•e.•"it nayahL wad~m ' elim 

you go(when big hal•a • it ( question) put in a wor d now: 
you are) 

[ 
v1ilna~e 

There is 
a hole 

gale.x [ · . . 
in heaven . 

unnaxl{de 

I swoop down naxn .'.>x because 
deep through spirit I am 
(in to the earth) 
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{
gitkinse 

t he (bird) 
gitkinse 

qawehf. 
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J.1aker: l ax,1am'Jt (of Git:>catin -}!e.ss River , 

as above) 

Time : over 30 years ago 

Wood: red cedar · 

Belongs to the h0use of tengwJx - l e.xso• l, 

of Gitwan~a 

14. vacant 

15. wins: a.dze, round, to carve t he inside of canoes of 

dug-cuts . Very old,tha.t is made before the t ime of 

present owner ( over ?O). Belonged to his -family./ Birch handle 
ha• W'J q 

16. T a.y: h.aoasta!l (very old ne.me ) 
'1 \ \ . c. . O'?J (; 

Made here, preeurr.e~bly, very long ago. Belonged to O'ii ner ' s 

grand-mother { ' alisu , 
slow 

s ame house. 

of t he 

Bi rch wood. Used fo r every day purpo ses. 

(Gitksan) 

Frnm I s~,;,s~~ 
( a Laxse' el - house of lu • l J q) ( Isaac ' s unc 1e was l u • la q_) 

Gi twan~a village 

Mask of 1u•l.:iq, "Corpse or ghose" a na.xn.?q, 

Chief of the house . Ther performer wearing the mask 

went around the house. All t hose who faced it fell down 

and tw i sted around ; the other .s gave him some thing to 



19. (a) 
'\ ',f\\,C..lO_?O 

'-'\\-C. \0?\ 

21. 
\J \\•C.,\0(,4 

? -

drink and he recovered. 

The song oonnected with it is now forgot ".:en. 

Very old mask. Carver? Made about 40 years 

ago or perhaps only 35. Red Cedar. 

Another mask o!' 1u•1.1q. 1 uch older than the 

first. String to cover the te e th. fade of maple. 

Lu•i*: Cedar b :>.rk neck ring for t.be ~arnita Society. 

When the hala•it came back after his four days 

away • in the air 1 he had such a ring around his neck. 

He appeared before the people 1 a1·d the c hief hal•e.•it 

came to him,~ook this 1u•'1 fro m his neck and shaked 

it over the fire. Then he ~ut it back around the neck 

of return roan again. This is called { m~lktJks 
burning the lu•x 

Made by t-:>' 'ts of 1Gi twanga. o·ver 30 years ago. 

The cedar bark was not dried in this case. 

Club (ceremonial) , for ~amit.a Society outfit (lutim is 

one society.2° g•amita,3° undaxhal•e'it). The young 

hal•eit brought this club with him in the feast house, 

hit the door posts with it before entering,and when 

he sees a good t hing in the house he hits it,and pays 

for it afterwards. 

Belong~d to, and used by, the fir 2 t l u • l aq, who died 

about 40 years ago. Club older. Made of cedar. 

Mask named J hag . d-t,;,m ' an 1 ~n 
( He uses his hands to cut with. 

Connecten Lith a cloth of cedar bark which the performer 

wore on his back. While dancing in the ·fea2 t house 



22 . 
'I ~\-C.. \CC:,,> 

~3-
" \ \ ,C. to1S 

j 
2? . 

f 28. 

8 

with 'the ms.sk the dancer held the le.rge wooden knife and 

coming tow2~rds the chiefs .he pre tended to cut them with 

the knife ; he afterwards paid them for the su:ffe. •eq._ injury. 

Maker: Albert Williams (Kitwan~a) 
ni~s •yilexs (lax~e'el ) 

Time ; in 1918 . It was used in the winter potlei. ":-ch of 1 Ql8 

Made of cotton\ood. 

Ceremonie..l knife{ha.~.:it 
cu tting 

c onnected with mask JO 21 . 

bite man 1 s paint. Made of yellow cedar. 

Mask named wiqaqt : rat , a naxnaq. The name belongs to the 

h ouse of Luleq. The rat performer came out at the back 

o f the feast house along with its y oung ones,e.nd they 

c rciwled to the neighbourhood of the fire ; the small ones 

fo llowed a.nd walked about the fire . They were pulled 

along b y strings . The song connection with this is n·ow 

fo .r gotten. 

Maker : 15;e•xu 1 frorn the Na.ss River,Gitlaxdamks. 

Made before owner ' s time , about 45 years ago. 

t~itqaqt: offspringa of rat - above. 

Ground-hog skins. 

Bought from Moses Tait's wife , T.:>x:m ' s w.ife : Gitwintkul vill~ge . 

Mask of S;}s • a~s: n1aughing .. " A nax11:iq belonging to 

t ,xan ' s house at Gitwintkul. 

Made by Ja3hua Riddley t of Gi tseguklE,, about five years a.go. 
n 

Mask of Ksegwele;,1:llk : "fir . coming out" ( of his mouth and 

ears ) . A naxn,q in the same house. 
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Gitksan 

Bought from Peter Stafford ( Gitwang a ): 

29 , 30 , 31 . 32 Pack s traps , txadu}~t . of rnountain goat vrool. 

Gitksan 

33-. 

34 . 

35. 

Made by :Uary Williams , name t Q::c (a Gis~a st ) in the 

house of haxpe [;wt'tu. 

Made l ast winter . MaJ.cer is 40 years old 

Bought frorn. Is aac Benson '( Gi twans a ): 

- Hask named luZ-?·n - a Frenchman ' s nrune ; re:presenting 

t he fa c e of a v1hi t e man I s o n amed. A np,,,xn ::> q , belonging 

to house of lulJq 

Carve d about 38 ye a rs a g o. 

- .Jask named{Wiha l • a•.:dam s;:iwa,t;, 

Bi g/hal•ait sewato 
(c h ief 

( sewate being a Haida nerue ). Thi s represents a 

Ha ida , a big medicine-!!lan . There was a rattle on 

top of his head , arid it s vru.ng around the head . 

Belonged to h ou s e of luldq 

Carved by Albert Willi ams ( Kitwanga ) about 

6 yea.rs ag o . 

Hat of fro g : ga •id~m?ana • 0 ; a naxn ,q; belong s to 

t axtsux ( t he o•,; ner ). . A larg e quar tz crystal on top$ 

The c17stal i s said to have been snared · by 

Kw:>·m:m on Kvrusas a t rnountain , h is llur: tinE g ro\md • ... 

The snare vms P.J.ade of mountain c;oa t babiche . \'rnen 

t he s nar·e was si tecl by k wn n ·:m a larg e mountain goat 



'II \\ .c. I 049 
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36 , 3?. -

38 . 

Gitksan 
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was seen hang ing in it ; and then the eoat wa,s 

cnaneed into the crystal. This happened long ago . 

Carver of the Frog ~ Si~d (Isaac Tens , of 
hat 

Hazelton . Ca,rved i n 1918. Before the.t the crystal 

was held in the hard when shown 

Whistles : nax na,pr ~ami tL: 0 superna,tural ~ a.mita11 

( g;ami ta beine, one of the secret societies ). Hade 

lona a - o; b elonaed to the first l ul~q . 

Cedar 

·Vb.is tle : naxna .?m k s emhc-..ha · it : " supe rrn:?.tura l 

hal · ait'1 ( another secret society ). Of Yellow cedar . 

liade by lulaq 6 years ago. 

- Bought f r om Wisna ha'retsu , a laxi-:ibn woman from the house 

Vl\.-<'... \.O't4 
LCCg'S° 
l ~(, 39, 40 .-

41 , 12 
( vacant) 

43. -

\/tl -C...ID !, 44 . -

I 
of xtiJ mlaxl , of Ki ·payakE: villat;e. Born i n Ki t vrane;a 

in house of left : 

P ck straps of mountain g oat vmol ,ma de by wisdmhayets 

ti1i s summer. 

lias <. i' ru!l.e ? be lonc s to house of ,Vcvdoxay c:t s , in house 

of 1/uda.xa.ye ts in Gi twin t,kul villw:ze , the house of her 

late husband . 
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I.fade by Albert '/illiens , six ye ar s ago . 

45 . - Bas mt 1s.de by lfary '!/isnr1 h::iyetz ( type of b 2,sket :) 

( iyos .rl t), 10 yea-r;-s nr;o ( t s d]L' is term for b2.s1ce t). 

Used for pick i ng ber1·i e s on the mountains . 

red. cedar ba1.·k and roots of t11e s p ruce . 

.fade of 

46. - Lo om : z;andzc p , to . c:2':e 1-ack str ,ps , Dlc·.de long ag o by 

Kw.?dzeu"'.x , :i.n the hous e of hal ·a· j_ st ( about 30 years 

47 . -

48 . 

ago ). ·1ade of hal;:uto1< 1 y ev1 vrood _ the perpendicu l ar 

part;late1·al, ba.rk of cot t onwood . 

Whistles : na:.v-..na~.?mga.rai tt; double \'ihist l es . Very old . 
f see above ) 

Be.long ed to house of ha ' ku. ;.-ade of red cedar . 

Whi s tle : na;, na~r:nn hala · it(See o above ). 

Gitksan 49 (vacant ) 

F,,.orn Chc.rles . ar}: , of Gi t segu_{la villag e : 

50. - )(u.wex : lynx 112.sk. Belong ed to house of guxsan 

( Gisg2.s t) . A naxn ::ici,. 'l'h is was a nas1:: rnrn .1hen they . 
set snares for +he lynx , in the house of Guxaan . 

lade by ' axtsipx, a carver of masks of Gi twinlrni tkn 

( Hass River). He \'fas "'· professi ona l carver of masks. 

He made c?, .:., reat na Y- ma sks for the Gi h1intl~ul people, 

t hose of Gi tse rJ v.lcla and Gi t v,ran l. There wer e not .... 

many ce.rve rs of totem po l e s and rMt. Sks . The 

Gi tsecukla a1:d Gi t1i·1an€; a ca1 vers vrere not ~s g ood as 

tho ue of the ~Tass. A g ood totem pole e r. rver ta_r.:i i lived 

at Git. ·iin ~kul I c.1:.d died in 19~1. Sone uo l e s a t Gi ts er;v cla.-

are by him. 

Tl1is mask w,d3 made about :.',O ye e. i.'S a.go ,o f cott om-rood . 
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Gitksan 

From Alfred Sincl~ir ' s son at Gitwanaa : 

Carrier 

51. A bow for a chi lcl ; bouc;ht when a boy Yras :playine 

wi th it along the river . 

From Lucy Thorr:.e.s ( Hagwelc;a te ) 

52. 

Gi tksan 

Spruce root b2-,ske t made 50 years ago by t he 

mother of Lucy Thonms : who was named saetn/n) 

( Gi sc;ast , Tsa•yn ) . It was an " I ndian kettle " named 

t ethl·o 

From 1:b:x:s t ~· H2uzel ton : 

53. - Loom for packs traps , f rom n ,~~stJ'1 ( Mary Ol oon ' s 

mother ). The uoo l i,n.s mounted b Eathilda , her 

daughter . 

Gi tksan 
- From Jim Robison,Razelton : 

54 . Cro';m of ceda.:c bark : l u • i* , used. in f easts and 

also the ~alutim. 

5 5. ( vacant ) 

- ] 'rm.a a Car i i er ,;roma,n : -----
56 • PD.ck strap of mountain g oat \70ol , 

57. - Bir ch bar~ b ca~e t ,(large) , 7ith patterns 

58 . - Biro __ be,1}: basket , ( snc.llcr) . ( last three 

bought at P . S . Sargent ' s store ) 

Gi tksan 
- From Peter Jo, . , Ea.zelton : 

59 , 60 , 6 1. -· Fi sh tre.p , n£.me d YI:) 1 ,made 5 years ago . 
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Peter Jo}.111 e,nd Danie l Wi(.·aix, the makers . Used in the 

Hagvreleate co.non for s11rine sal:':on c..nd s ockeye . 

ood : balsam ( hr'iks) : the Clll'Ved keel ; he1tlock( ma.vr J' '); 

the r ibs ; the five larger I'i ece s , lone; i tudinal , of 

bals2.m 1 the roots of s Eqs I p ine ., · .. ,_ere used to tie the 

parts t oge ther . 

Ne.J:1es of -car ts : 

qalq,n •;s : tne lone; shoot ( chute·) ; 

t £. r.r r n : the basket :part \'There the fish fell 

qaI)Jxtsfgw ..7 11 place v1here it leaks , 11 the 

head pc.rt 

1 antcr-phJ·n : small hole under the shoot in rhich t 11e 

salmo n entered . 

The tra:p r.mst be se t about a foot under ·1ater , no 

moi-e , no le s s . The fish othen-;ise :-;0 • . ld ot &et in. 

The wood , roots , f or tra;p a.r e gathered in the ear l y 

spr-ing , when easily pealed . Th ere are fixed 

rneasu.1·er!1en t s for the lenc:ths of the sticks wh,ich t he 

maJ(er has inhe 'i ted nd ce.r2 ies v.ri th him when gatTu.ering 

sapplinc; s . These measurements consis t of marks on a 

long pole . Peter ,To~m inherited these f rom his father . 

His f~ther was often i red for ma~ing such tra s . 

Some pe 0··1e try to m;;.ke suc-L traps c nd fail. They 

are ,el l matle et Kiscasas villag e . 

chre. YellO '! in 2. 1a,1 state , and ed , baked . Fror:i 

the ve rni1tion sprinr s,on the Ba.nfJ - Winclerr.1ere Road ; 
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near ~arble Canyon. 

Gi tksan 
63. Cedar bt.,rk ma t. Bought of '.i'homas Seyr:iour, Glen Vo··rell. 

'ill-C . \ 09'b 

Presented by C . n- . Bo.rbeau 

Y VII• C.- \O':, ~ 64. llask boue;ht from Bert Wa,t tie , Hazel ton. Supposedly 

found by him in Hazelton. Gitksan 

( Frog-r.1r:tsk) 
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