
Tax alternative given Indians 
If the Musqueam Indian Band responsibilities of the planning 

wants to collect ta x e s from committee held its first meet-
reserve land that it leases out, ing Monday, behind c 1 o s e d 

' it should become a separate doors. 
municipality, a special civic the same time give up part of not agree with the city's medi- Ald. Reg Atherton, who was 
committee was told Monday. the tax revenues. cal health officer, Dr. Gerald named chairman, said later 

The statement was made by The report also says the city Bonham, who claimed that a the J)urpose of the study is to 
Corporation Counsel Russell is actually subsi~izing p_art of ~rovincial edict _to halt dump- make the commission more ef-
Baker to a committee studying the reserve that 1s occupied by mg raw sewage mto the Fraser fective. He said two commis-
the b~nd's request for better the Indians. If these areas were River would mean a waste of sion members who were at the 
financial treatment by the city. taxed on the same basis as money. meeting, acting chairman Hugh 

Baker said the reserve could other sections of the city they Officials say it could cost Murray and John Lecky, were 
1 legally become a separate would return taxes of $49,000 a Greater Vancouver municipali- helpful. More meetings will be 
municipality and it could then year .. But they are exempt from ties up to $40 million just to held. 
collect the taxes. But it would taxation. . build the necessary treatment 
also have to provide all the The band pays ~he city ~17,- plants. Bonham said the Fraser 
necessary services. 260 a ye~r fo~ serv!ces provi~ed does not present a health prob-

Once the band leases part of by the city,_ mcludmg scho?ling lem. 
the reserve for private develop- f?r 63 pup~s, health services, "Pollution of water should 
ment the new development be- fire protect10n and garbage col- b tr 11 d ,, .d C b II ' • b . . 1 t· n e con o e , sa1 amp e , comes ha le to city taxation. ec 10 • "if D B h d • th" k 
The band feels it should get a There is no evidence to sup- r. . on am oesn t _m 
share in these taxes. port claims the city treats the that puttmg raw sewage mto 

But t f ·t ffi Musqueam Band unfairly says the Fraser affects our beaches, a repor rom c1 y o - • I th" k h , " 
cials said that what the band the report. The committee will m e s wrong. 
appears to want is the best of hold further meetings. * * * 
two worlds. It wants the city to * * * A special civic committee set 
put in all the services but at Mayor Campbell said he does up to study the composition and 

* * * Residents of the Kootenay-
Boundary Road area have pro-
tested blasting at the Alberta 
Wheat Pool. The Cassiar Rate-
payers Association says in a 
letter to city council 1Jhat cur-
rent blasting is excessive and 
asks the city to take necessary 
steps. 

They've also notified the 
National Harbors Board about 
the inconvenience and damage 
caused by the blasting. 

Court rules against Indian hunters 
) 

Two Indians hunting out of when he dismissed the appeal Their appeal was conducted Berger claimed that the Wild-
eason in their ancestral hunt- of Kenneth Discon and Law- for them by Tom Berger. It life Act did not apply to them 

· g grounds near Culliton Creek rence Baker. was opposed for the Crown by because they had an aboriginal 
the Squamish area were re- The two Indians had been F. A. Melvin. right to hunt there that had 

Th t t t.fi d th th never been taken away from uired to have one of the white fined $10 by Magistrate Walker e wo es 1 e at ey them. 
an's permits, Judge Schultz at Squamish for failing to have were out to get food for their Berger claimed also that a 

ruled Monday. a B.C. Fish and Wildlife branch families in an area-not an In• Royal Proclamation in 1763 con-
The County Court judge held permit to hunt for deer in the dian reserve-where they had firmed their aboriginal right 

that they were bound by the closed season. The men live in hunted for many years, as did and clothed it with an imperial 
white man's law in this case North Vancouver. their fathers before them. guarantee. 
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Judge Schultz noted that 
there was no treaty between 
the Squamish Indians and the 
white man in which the rights 
that they claimed were given. 

Judge Schultz said the Crown 
took title to the land known as 
B.C. in 1858 "and this included 
the tribal territority in Squam-
ish Valley." It was in that year 
that the colony of B.C., com-
prising the m a i n 1 a n d of the 
province, was form e d with 
James Douglas as governor. 

Judge Schultz stressed that 
his judgment applies only to 
Discon and Baker, who are 
Squamish Indians. It is not to 
be taken as defining the legal 
status of other Indian tribes in 
B.C., he said. 


