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File A-7ay Copy (in oencil) Douglas on 
In ian Reserves . 

James ' ay . 

14 Oct . ].374. 

Sir 

The qucntion resented in your letter of the 9th Oct ., 

being limited to ones ecific 1oint, hardly affords breadth or sc pe 

eno:!gh to ac..nit of an explicit re 'Jly · i thout going more largely into 

the matt~r . You ask"if d!.lring the periof of y governonrshi p in 1 
· riti sh C lumt i there : aa ~my particular basis of acreage us d in 

setting aoart Indian Reserves?" 

To t'1is enqui ;1 I may · ri2fly reJoin, that in laying out Inuinn 

reserves no ,., ecific num1 :.:r of crcs ,1s in is tee. en. 1hc . rinciple 

follo\ ed in all ca ·es, · as to le, ve the ext on t & selection of ti1e land, 

entirel. optianal with the Ind; ans who ·.erE, i.mm Lately interest ..... a in 

the ef'erve; the c.urveying officers havin i:1.st11.1ctions to me"~ t i;e ir 

wishes in every particular_& to includ" in erm et 

Vil age sit 0 s, the firhin · stationr, .r ·· 1 Q.our,··, ~.ltiva t a 

land all the f-ivou:-ite resorts of the Tribes , & in :: 10r.:: to incluae 

.;u:~-t"'" ~vcr:· "'iece of groun to , Li ch .''., nact 

C(i7lired an e 11l t ble title thro·1 h co;1tinuo1 1s occ·1 a tic n, ti 7 la e or 

other inve:t_ent of t ei~ labour. This •as onu with the object at 

securi~g to each com~unl their natural or "C uircd ri_ 1ts; cf l· •movin 

all caus for com laint on the ground o!' un;ju2,t de :i.'ivation f the lana -
indispensable fo:· their c~1.v1;:;n io 1c:e or SU . ort, : to provia, agn:.J.s"t ~n 

occurrence of Agrarian dir-p vtes '· ith th , . hite sot-:1 'rs. 
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fore my 1•etirem~· t from Offl.ce sev ,ral of these , e~erves , 

c i.efly in the lower districts of Frasers 

terr; regula ly s r veyed & arked out with t e s~nction ; a , .,rcval o!' 

the several comrnunitie concerned , & it as fo don a com nrison of 

acr9ages it Jo lation that tt 9 land reserved in none of t1.ese ea.ses 

XCP.ed 8d th~ ) :-0 >ortio.1 of 10 acres er family I so moa.era te were U1 de . r 

de ands of the natives . 

I t as however never ·nten ed that they shoulc. be t:estricted or 

limited t0 the osse sion of 10 acres of ~ana , on t e contrary , we 

·ere r pared , i.:' s 1ch h'H b-..e . t 1eir wish to have made for their use 

uch .ore xtensive g1·an ts. 

The Ind· n Reserves in tlle _a.storal country east of th Cascade~ , 

PS eci lly in Lytton 1ho pson 1 s River istric~: ~here the natives 

re al thy , :r~aving in c.ny L stu 1ces le.r·g :rr ers or hors~s & cattl e 

ere, on y rztirement from Cf ice, onl) on ··_1y trac .. s out upon the 

round by the Gold c m·issioners of t:he day, the 1egul~r sv.rve snot 

having been com leted . T_1ese latter Reserves 1ere nef!esf;arily la.ic out 

on a lar seal ' CO!ltl'!l ns rrt .. - th t . a: ... ts of tlPt' trl. <>:; t c.1..LO 

suffice ts ac & ran e for the_r cattle ~t 1 _.__ se son~ . 

Such is nn outli 1e of th policy · ct: res ·:•h ' ch infl' ·;nc0c' my 

G0vernment 1hen d0termin.in_, the .ri .. .,_ci.11_ ..,n ·,.hic;h tl:ws8 i:-,::."nL. of 

lan,, shoul " e made . 

oreo .er, as a sn egu rd &- rotection to these Inc" .:i. Communit i es . 
ho tght , in their Jri al st;··te o_ .:. ;noruncc f.: n t ural i provi( nc , 

hav3 ade · • ay · i th the li nd , it v· s re,v; de th t their f sserves 

should be the common ro .. erty .)f th~ Tri es , t _at tte titl ·• s 1ould 

re aiu veste 1 in the cro n , s as to be un~1 ienaJle by any of th•ir 0 1 n 

::icts . 



The olicy of tlJ.e Government was carried even a step oeyond 

tr.is oint, in roviding for the future. Contem;;-latin;; the probable 

advan.c 0 of the Aboriginie.;;1 in knowledge & 1.ntellig nee assu 'li'1g 

that a time would certainly arrive ·hen th y ight asp ire to 

higher rank in the social scale, & feel t he esset1tial wants of & 

clairr,s of cJ etter condition, it was d(:?termin3d to remove every 

bstacl'" from their path, by .Jlacing them in t he most favourable 

circun.stances f'or acc1uiring land in hej_r nr i vate & indi vidur:.l 

ca acit:r, a;,a.rt from the Tri al Reserves. '.:'hey were t 1erefor~ 1 gal.1y 

authorized to :icq· ire rc·)'~rty i. lan.ds, e:t,t._10r 1.,y <'irect ~mrc1 &:-c at 

the Govern~ent ffices, or tl~o g the o eration of the pre- e~ption 

la s of th-:- Colon/ on p rcci ely lie 

all res ects , e otlter classes of Her ·~a.,josty's sub,j.cts. 

The!,e eas1 re5 gav e unlVfH'S _ sati~-;'-'- tion ~.hen they we1·e vfi'iei 11.y 

announceJ to the native Tr·. Le" ?,, ~till ~atisfy their highast a.$p 1r·"tions. 

A d . .._.ar ture from the i·a-:!tice then a O)ted \.;1 tn 

re:_.·y~ct to this class of nntive r:tgb.tc- ··ill give rise to un ouno~a 

disaffccti ,n , & ~ay 1. .)cril t 10 vital interests of the p roviri.ce. 

This 1 •tter 1 ay b9 regarded & tr-:;ated as an official co ,~unication. 

I rema:J.n 

De·r Sir 

Yours si c8roly 

( ;1!.gncu) . . . . 

Lieut. Col. ro• ell 

Inuian Commissioner. 
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