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G lTIB L I IT 

g! dem halait(x•-partaking of; g;dem--hum n; 
ha.l!i t•-eociety Ol' roup ) 

Thie was the most exclusive roup a.~ong the teama1y , 

17 

for only to men, sqaqw t, o ief of the eit~and~, and aaxaa?axt , chiof 

of the gitw~lgiy~ts, belonged to the xg ~dem ha.llit. 

Any mention of death in tho presence of an 

. ould cauoe them to become a..,1 ta.ted and crave for numan fleeh. 

Unti l thejr craving as satisfied they had to be attended to and 

tied to the attendants . In order to aatiaty t cir craving or 

human fleeh very often a volunteer of chiefly rank (one of the 

hal j t attendants) would offer n arm f r cm hich the xgddem 

hal it ould bite a piece of fleeh, and the volunteer iou1u be 

irr.znediatcly compensated. 

The real head of t he xg !d2m hal it wa.e t he Kitamat tribe. 

It was here that all t he bil initiationa ,ere made. 

The announcement of a.he doa.th of any indiv4ciua1 in ,1e 

presence of an x •dem hal it ould be done thus: "~o and ao has 

become a a lmonberry" . 

account ie of the initiation of eqaq ~t, 

Informant~ Mrs . lielen Clifton, a youn ooan ~ho waa a 

laxekik from Kit a.mat . It waa she ho volunteered her a.rm t o be bitten ,. 

by the initiate, aqaq t. 

In charge of the ceremony ere; eaxsa? t, chief oft c 

it algiy~ts tribe, wie ke , chief oft e gitxaia, and chief 

?antewi~ lp of the gitga?te. 

This initiation as the last of it kind among the 

ts~moiy n and took pl cc at Port Simpson shortly after the arrival 
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ALFl-IBD DUDO ARD ' ~ I NITI TlOM INTO 

THE xg~dam haldit. 
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6 . Thia wao a shaded in grove here neveral houaea were built 

in 1hich initiateo into the various hal its ~exe taken 

while on their 11voya.!c to the akiea11 • 

ISLAND SECTION OF PORT JIDPSOll 

-
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of the mi aoionary illiam Duncan to ~ort 1m 0011 . In !act, a.t 

t he time or hie initia tion do ard , s a member of unoan'e 

Church and because of t l.e initia tion as expe l led from hio "'hurch 

stand1n by Duncan. This ao rous ed do rd's a e ti the and 

his ,ife ent to Victoria and finally ~ot t he ~ethodi at Church to 

eot ablish i •ort Sirepson . Duncan had moved 1th his converts to 
> ' etlaka.tla, .c • 

' The at t endants or delhal it ere ore ull.y chosen d could 

a t tend any ceremonies o:f tJ.e x !dam hal it anyiherc . he actual maater 
' of ceremonie o being eaxe? t, chief of the git ol iy~ta. 

The initiate as led out, fastened ,,it.n 1e vy braided 

pack etr pa . The initiate attempted to break a ay from hie 

attend nts to bite t e speota.tore and only t h oae ~ho ere member of 

any hal it were iirJnune . Thie waa eignilied by the earing of a. 

cedar bark ring. ny one not a member o any hal~it roup ould 

neve r shou themselves , but ould hide away for fear oft ir l.ve. 

The initiate kept calling the xgldem hal it call, y~p 

y,jp ••• and a peared to be in groat agony .. ana.pping at the 

spcctu tors ilhere he ,a s be1n,g paraded along in front of the git?and 

villaee. 
inally ~rs. Clifton ( i~xa), laxs~ik fro _itwiat , called; 

"Come h ere my brother, comet I offer you mys lf • " 0 8 yir 10 

b red her irm, offer ing it to the initi te, clJld a in oie sa id. 

Come brother, eatiafy your ante. '' The initia te then too a bite of 

h er f lesh and satisfied nimaelf nd • e.e parently eatiofied. 

a being led back to t he hal it houee tue initiate 

a s a.roused again and thi o time he wao led do m to t.ne beach,. There 

the initia te began to scent a round and then began to dig a hole . 
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The eople o , t hat he du~ out ha appear d to be a c ild'e body, 

hich he beg n to devour in front of them 1. He bo an to cal 

out tho hal it oall y~p y~p • •• Then the maater of ceremoniea 

came don and led t he initiate u~ /to the house,/ Then the initiate 

aa covered ith a oed r oark mat, 

t the had gone to the heavens. 

d diaappeared. It was then announced 

any days later t he people he rd the halait call oft e 

xg6dam hal it "Y' p il~P h.1'p h,' p". They knew the initiate a s to 

return from the h eavens . a in only those ,ho had been members in 

any hal 1 t '{ oeoret society roup) donned their oed r bark rin a and 

h eaddreoeee . They then gathcre~ near t he place · ere tle initi te 

ould bo taken. The ot era ho. ere not members of any hal it 

group ould h ide a.ay a nd not appear , ae it, ould be dangerous for 

them to be attac .... ed by the initi te • 

.___ Thi e initiate ao raatened bJ knitted p ck atravo nu led 

by the m eter hal.11 t . 4 ll t h e hile, a.a ii' in a :frenzy, he ould 

try to b1·cak a .. ay from t hose no ere leadill8 him. ile continuo.a.l y 

moa.ncd and appeared in a very ferooi.ous oto.tc, o llin out y~p 

• • .h~p h P• 

In this a.y he es paraded along the front 01· the vill e 

continunlly tryin to break a,ay to appease hie nun ·cr or hwnan 

fleoh. hen he had called out many timea and appeared in an exh uoted 

otate a woman etepped for ard and ca led out: Co_e ·reat euper natu1•aJ. 

(ha.l~i t), come eat iofy your hwiger trom my a.rm • 11 he tnen p roached 

h i , offer in herb re rm. The initiate bit her fle h nd a a l o ed 

this, then a.ppearin aa.tis.fiied lie 

a subdued otate. 

o cd into the hal~it house in 

h e woman ho had t ice ._.iven £.he initiate her arm a 

a~ain compensat ed and she heroolf t ~en 

(xg!det } 
group. 

s a membe of t he 0a.nnibal 
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Tho initiate t h en as led to a sec ret cha:nber so t hat he 

might ·radually ork off the hal ' 1t influence and teer vin for 

hur.ian flesh . There ere many tnbue to be observed. Xt no tiree 

muat t e death of anyone be announced in t he he· ring o4 an .. .!dcm 

hal at , a.a this ould a oae hie d e lt'e l'or .r.l.Wllen fleal. ltl 

making a de.i.th announcement t h e meeeen_er ould al ye s y that ao 

and eo ad beco ea salmon berry . 

The announcement of~ death to tne chief a o a form~l 

procedure which :?as neoeusary when any of hio tribcamen clie d . 

lho ift of ground ho skins accompanied such n announcement. 

In the caee of other t ribal chiefs t he itt increaaed in val ue 

accordine to .lllie rank . of t he ueceaoed chief . If no announcement 

aa made then no attention is ,aid to the de th . 

But i t is taboo t o mention death to an xc.!d~m he..l it, 

an 1 t roused hirn to a. frenzy. 

'l'hie particular initiation as the la.at a.ir.ong the taemeiy n 

at Fort Simpson . There doeo not saem to have been any among t h e 

nia nor have I been able to record ny among t h e itkatfu. ong 
• the iteal? BG and gitaeme lom, e nave to mcnt oned: idoldt!l and • 

ni •et.~l. There wan one am.on the it i a and also among the 

itu • ?eta . I t is ea1d there ere many amo 

nd iold . 

emberehi as very reetrictod. 

the id t and otct, 

or inetanoea a.mo?lB tne 

it i a cople io ke , although not the head ohie! of the itxa.aas , 
' ae the xg!dam al t , whereaa tsibae • who aa the recognized 

head ohie! of t he gitx la tribe~aa t he h e d of tno maj ority roup ) 

had ende voured to m. e an entry into the xgt!dam ha.llllt but a 

never able to do eo . o attempted to crash one of hie n epne. s into 

this group but J B nevor able to do s o . 
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t this t ime hio nephe a an initi to into the nui im 

g r oup nd as .ay on hio pro~at onary trip tote okieo to aoquire 

oupcrnatural povcra . I t oo happened t~at he ' dem hal it roup 

, ere ll gathered a t git 9 t holding their dances, and among t .em 

was viadke , t ... e gitxttia chi ef .,ho was an xg~dem hall:1it . ·no~ing 
J 

t hey nerc r~11 uathcrcd at i ta.mat, taibao'1 euddonly called his o n 

hea dmen toget e ::- aayine 'I ant m.,y nephe·v unaxnd·tk, ho io nm 

a. ay in h i e own initi tion to make hie rea. .. >pe r nee at Ki tamat . 

Thio muDt bo done at once as all t ho ooremoniea there ill be over 
in a very fe d.ya . ou mu.et ·athcr he f ote t ad ere we ,ave 

9.S .e muat uake hin rca.!Jpe rn""ce t i t and ~uot do tle o .c 

here the next day . Thua l ill out-dot e xg!dem hal4it. " 
J 

ten.bas as a. very et 1·01J6 and t yrannical chief who 

expected ever yo e to bo to hia I ic.aeo . C o arued tl4at his plans 

ould end in disa•ter beth for h1(9.Self and hia nephew but he ao 

determined to carr y them out . 

Very early t he next morning hile it as still dark he 

t ook hio ntron eat youns men and his f acteat lon canoe and ent to 

here his nep cw aa hidi ng tot kc him on board . lighter canoe 

had gone a.head to contact eor:e of the gitx·#-.a. ho ere ith wie •ke, 
, 

in order to enliot their id ir taibaa 'o plane . I t aa night ,hen 

they appi•oo.ched the i te.mat vill ...,e . 
, 

It , as taibaa~' o pl ant at hie ncpne, shoul d make his 

reappearance fro•. the skies very e rly t c nc t mortin in thh 

x !dem h 1 it house at Kite.mat, and tnen dis per 1d amke a eeoond 
reappearance at gi t x ia. hUe his reappearance at botn pl oee ould 

be more epectacul r t han that or any other l ' it initia te, and so 

it a.a ho ed t t he ould ot reoo nit ion into the xe.! dem hal~t 
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rne tirat canoe , ~hich had arrived ecoretly at _~itamat 

earl ier i n the night had contaoted one of t he git .x.~ita group who 

were with ,1istke and told him t hat when he neard the prearra.need 

signal hvhen all rrnre a.sleep in the halcti t house a.t Ki ta.mat) 
\ 

he was to come out and lead them into the ha.lilit houae . Once they 

,ier c in t h e house gune.xndtk, t he nephew of' t aib~ea, would go in \ 

and r.r.a.ke a f a.st appearna.ce and then aom.e out a ain. Yhen he had done 
, . 

ao he would make a fast return to gitxdi a with ta,bdsa's ~roup 

and 1a,ke his reappearance there . - \ 

,Yhen all were a.sleep in the Ki t a.mat hal . t h ouse that 
• night ohief tsib aa,, accorrl)anied by h i e initiate nep.he,a gunaxnt!tk . 

00 
l anded t t.e re a.ml gave t he ait;nal/tha.t t h e gitx ~a man would come 

out and lead t he initiate into the n~l~it hou~e. 

They wai ted but no ono c ame in ane.1cr to t h e signal . Tl:i.e 
' git· -¼a man nisxtsl a .had fallen ael eep and did not hear . Finally one 

1 
of taibi.-taa•a head men entered t he hal ' it houoe ( ev,en t .t.1ou h it was 

f 
t aboo for him to do so ) and wal ked to nnere he t hought the gitx~i a 

people were aleeping . lie went to the :1rong place and a.waoke a 

1-i t a.mat man and ea.id t o him: 11 !/e r..ave been waiting for you to 

come, it is non nearing Aaylieht." When the Kita.mat replied t he . ' 

~itxila man realized he had ma.de a mieta.ke and a t once eecaped. 

'the Kita.mat ma.n immediately gave tne a l arm, announcing that 

eorwone had come into the house ~ ru1d t lla.t t his waa a tab~ which was 
7 

puniehable by death. But in the co.nfuaion the gi tx~ group of 
, 
lsib ea. got a.wa.y . Travellin very owiftly they soon landed a.t 

, 
gi t x .... aa., a lthough t he diat anoe between tne t~ o villages \1a.e a.bout 

100 miles. 
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en the halite in session at Kita.mat learned t .t 
• taib oa h d planned to h ve his nephe m e rie a e ranee tae o nd 

that someone had broken the tabu on entering the hal it houae, the 

Kita t xg!dem ha.lit house announced: 11 hen that initiate appears 

at gitx ia he 111 drop de~d before e haa oade one circle arow1d 

hia houoe , and noever it 

tabu ah 11 also fall dead . " 

s tn t ca.me in here and broke out 

, 
11 this ae unkno~n to tai~aa nd his itx ia COLl})O.nions. 

lie wa.e very muc angered t.na.t hie pla.'lB had mi varried and tnat .1.c i ad 
sacred 

alao broken tue/ta.bue of the ha.l it . i le as a, are that if it ever 

beoa~e knonn that it e he ho had planned tis breaking of the 

hal it tabus he ould be put to death. So he planned that hie 

nephew , the initiat e whoo. he h d taken to Eitamat , anould reappear 

to llis git i a people i u.z:iediately on his arrival so that n{)ne ehould 

kno~ tney had travelled to Kita.mat 1th the initiate . 

I t w 9 very o~rly in the morning men they landed at , 
e i t ,:_ la and iir.m.ediately plane ero made to ho.ve taib ea' a ne he 

land as if he had juat returned from the heavens . 

The peo~le of the village ,ere suddenly a,l\kened by 

the blowina of the naxn~x (eupernatura.1) whiotles , and thooe 

belon~ine to the nulim roup immediately reoo nized t~em and ot 

up a.nd ont to the beach where they knew to initiate ould land. 

They aa. a hu~e canoe coming in and the initiate eat in the middle 

en an elevated platform •. en the initiate l.inded he aa led 

round the vill e and then to the ha.lit house h.ere he a- attended 

by the ma s ter of ceremonies. 

There he was first to be led around the nouae in front 

of the guests, followed by his attendants . One of theae attendants 
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a.a t e an ho ha.d entered tho ha.li:!tt hou e t i tarne.t . hen 

t he initiate had .!!13.de one com:plete round of the hfl.lt:1it house nd 

reached the pla.ce e started from he au denly drop ed de d . .v.t1en 

the attendant ho had bro en the ita.mat ha.lit houae tabu had 

com lcted he round he a.lac fell dead. 
·• There as great mournin in t h e house of toih~a 

• teib "sa. had h i mself brought on t he curse of t he IU tamat hal it 

hen he broke t e tabu by entering the ,uta.hal it (great nal~it 

or xg.!dcm a l it) s cred initia tion h ouac. 

hen t he itx ~*a eople r t u r ned fro, the .!dem hal it 

ce1 cmoni eo e t itamat they h ea rd v;hat had ha pend to tie initiatw 

ana knew t ,at t eee , ere t.e once ho ad bro en t ne t lit t bu . 



lj <. Jal ,,,.. .. 11 .),,. 

?L '1'1J 
Q h.1tST ti TSEEBESAE 

{Informant; Hfflry Watt , ••eennhl, a Giei,e.aftd~ade • n'lf, c.er of 1.'Hebesa•' • 

houee, at Gitrhaw~a. Narrati•• recorded b1 illiaq, Beynon, in 19L8-9.) ,.. 

A great riYalr;y alway• prevailed between the high chiof• of the Citrhahl~ and 

the Ghparhlaw•t• trib•e ot "he Teimsyan troperO. Lo~h bBd ,rc.olaiccd himeel! 

t he foremoat chief ot all the 1ei.12!e7an 1nd had e1tabll•heJ the ?riYilego or being 

the laet of any gu.eet• t.o come to any t'eaet. Ho teaGt could begin until heh d come 

in. But hie authority wa• al ... -.y• being ch llenged by Tae•b••ae, head chief or the 
,y-

GitJhahla. Aleo in tb• ball•-ita>each 'Would ilwa1s tr,- to outdo the other in hevin 

the beat nerhnorha and enn the a.i:>et modern devic••• 

So thi• time, there was a weat. ati.lete awong the Oi~rhahla, and another e!DOn£ 

the 01sparhlav1ta. Each of U.ese men -w•re great wrestlt"rs 3nd had never been de.teated. 
I, ' 

Each had killed IWl7 ot ~r- e<>air(l't.itor1 ao they would wrestle, until one hftd hie 

back broken and h•d died.. Neither of theee two had ever .1t.et end U,ere w41s uch 

talk1n4 between all tho tribea as to the outco e of u ~t.cb bet.., en the: ahould they 

me.t. It we a toregono idea that UieT wouJ.c be toroed to m et, t,hrough nor:e pre-

arranged way by %km them. On "'ould be oo }:l"Ovc,kod that tt er would be no WHY for 

them but to ~••t together 1n combut. r.ith thit 1n vie~ T~e•b see •~id to hi~ head-

i:,en, 11I a going tu invite •--••V>F,rh , and s; rlle -we .11'.a;r rrovoke t.h• Gi sparhlaw• ta in 

eome way. There will be nothing el$e he can do but to have hio strong .11a11 to challenge 

oure.tr the strong man o:t th• Gitrhahla tribe w:a• 1 Ae 1yair1tl'H11l<1 a anhade, end the etron, 

Tei s7an, that tnere wuld be a great r~.,t. A• tl10 ~~•G ngere w~nt to everyon• of 

the 1'aiu7an chief•, lbt17 aid, 11i'-1 t:1Betor invitev you. 'Her will be great h•.Pti1n••• 

in 1111 maoter' a huuse and he t1bllt.s to r;,h~r• it Id.th alJ.. hi tel low chieta. 11 It was not 

thua Jl\&de known juet what the ~urro•e of ltaeebeaae1 a feast waa for. When the meaeenge1 

had !iniehed their errand, they rot.urned, and a rew dqe after wuld be the tiM when 

111 th• invited chief 1111ould eet tor- .(arhkla j> the villa~e of Ta ebe-aao. The 
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