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Io INTH0DUCfION 

We cannot take up our study of Halda nociety ui th li'oom Homan 
perched on her Cretgceous outcropping as the Haidas themselves 
purport to doo uur story be~ins in 1787 with the landfall of the 
brig "Queen Chorlotte" out of London under Captoin George Dixono 
ln the records of early fur trsc1ers we find our first descriptions 
of these people o 'l1h.e availability of such documents governs the 
time period that. can be covered by our studyo 

The Haidss, who probably numbered more thRn 7,000 on the Queen 
Charmmttes et the time of Dixon's visit, physically resomble other 
Indians of the northwest cosstGl areao '.I'heir culture is on elaborate 
V3riant of the p;enernlized northwest coast culture built on salmon 
and cedor o 'fhis culture orea is notable in American ethnori:ruphy 
chiefly because sbundant resources make rossiblo permanent villages 
with s collecting economyo *1 ·Lln~uisticnlly the Haido represent 

the last remnant of trw Ski tegetsn stock which is dlstontly reloted 
to the Athapsskan linguistic stocko 

'rhe Queen Charlotte Islands which are the native ho bi tot of 
the llsida ~re fl wedge shaped group of about 1.50 islands lying 
between 51°$5' and 54015• north latitude ond 131° to 133018 1 west 
longitudeo ·rhe archipelago is 190 miles long 3nd .51~ miles at its 
widest psrto J.t is separated from the mainlond habitat of the 
Tsimshian by the S0-75 rnile width of shallow, storwy Hecate ~tralto 
~he SO mile expanse of Dixon ~ntronce neparates the islands from 
Prince of i\lales Island in Alo ska, home of the Kaigani or Alaskan 
Ifaida who migrated from Horth .!..slond in about 17300 Prom Cape Sto 
Jsmes at the southern extrer'1i ty of the group 1 t is 150 miles to the 
northern tip of Vvncouver Isl~:md whe .ee the n..wskiutl liveo 

The Queen Ch r.i rlotte Hlmges form o mountainous bDckbone lSOO to 
3000 feet hip;h down the lest flank of the islnnd!lo rhe lor~est of 
the group is Grahs.m .tslLJnd with Pn area of ? 11 4n5 squore mileso 
'l'he western half is mountoino 1.1s an~ eh' ost impassable becouse of 
tangled undererowth end deep crevasseso The ' northeustern part is 
roll in;~ lowland covered with unconsol id n tod glnciol sediments und 
tlll, ::ind in spots by muskeg swompso i'he island is terminoted on 
the northeost by s long snndbar which juts fnr into :Hecote .Jtrili t 
and constitutes o groat hozard to nnvi~atinno there are few lnrge 
ri ve1•s vnywhero on the lslnnds l.:ut mnny creeks where salmon enter to 
spswno 11he centrnl lowlnnd of Graham lslnnd is penetrsted by nn 
inlet 19 miles long w . . ich terminate:~ in n p,reat '7lake 11 lb rriiles 
wide Rnd 6 miles acrosso 'fuc noPtheastcrn sector of .. :ioresby Islnnd 
is lowly in~ but the remoirnler of t£19 islnnds ore entirely mountn lnous 
with deeply indent~d coastlines und e heRvy cover of Sitk9 spruce, 
hemlock Rnd cednro 
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fhe climate is of the ten~ernto mnrinc typeo ~he 3Verage 
January tmnnernture is J7°F. with sn u.veroge of 57°.tt'o for l\u8USto 
'I'he e-Atreme- ronp,o is -2 Ii'o to B0°Fo .J.he westArn slopes receive 
up to 150 inches of precipttation nnnuully compored with 40-t.>O 
inches for the lowl~:mds lying in tho i-•pinshodowo Fog in summer 
and cloudy skies in winter contribute to low 0 1'l'mal totals nf sun-
shi(€ll}o ~'/ind seems to be constant, Vf!rying only D s to direction., 
Gales from the southeost bring cleor skios imct henvy seos, while 
"northwesters" brinp; roin nnd quiet wnter, i.eo good fishinr, weothero 
In winter the southeasters howl down the inlet, sometimes reflchin~ 
130 miles per hour. {Unofficial figures.) Another factor with v 
i~r.plicfltions for wo!.~k pottnrns t:rr"" is the seasonsl voriation in ho1~7is ~ o1' daylight. In December there are pcrhops 4 hours of daylir.;ht (/.',.) 
while in mid=Junc there Rre upwords of 20 hours of dsyli;,~ht in /I ~1f, b .,ri-
each a4 hour period o /~· /~J. - z,-1"..,.,. 

Dro Newcombe's mop of occupation sites (Sw[}nton, 1909, l"'e'" ) 
shows that the entire coastline of the Queen Ch:.irlottes wns settled, 
Dlthoup;h these sites were by no me9ns all contemporsneousa 
Villages were locfited near halibut b~nks ond fishing spots or 
wherever a stretch of gr8v -_:l bosch for londing cnnoes permitted a 

oy virtue of t'.1eir canoe transport the 11eoplw were highly mobile 
snd permanent villages could be locnted st some distance from the 
resource ;:orens. The interior of the islands was seldom visitedo 
At contnct the lineop;es were lli:vlnr; thus, scnttered around the sea-
coast in villages rnngln~ from one or two houses to 2Q or 300 
Relations between villogcs were freq1tently hostile nnd · there seemed 
to be no structures linldng them in Bny common Dctiona In this 
pre-ir~sct period politicnl procens consisted prim~rlly of segment-
a tton 2nd mlgrB tiono Bound1.1ries betlrecn eronps were ma intn ined by 
feud or myth of feud; intorn8l cohesion of groi1(> s wu ~; strengthened 
by fessts !'18 well as by common loboro 

Less thsri v ccni(r!gy lDter, in 1B75, the populotion hnd been 
reduced by two thirds, the survivors concentrnting in the focal 
settlements of Kasset on northern Gr~~harn I~lnnd and Skider,Hte on the 
southern extremity of the some islondo Srovll fRmily groups still 
occupied smne outlying villogeso George D9wson, the geologist 
who visited the Queen Uhorlot.tes in the 8 umtner of 187B found 
potlatches going on nt four ploces but revrn;rked on the state of 
de cline everywher•e aeeno By the time thBt tho Cnnadinn government 
extended its authority to these people in the 1870s, chnn~e WDS fer 
ndvnnceda 

Initially it was my intention to construct synchronic models 
of Haido society for two time levels--1875 and 19b0=-9S the published 
materials lJnd my own field notes are adequate for these periodsa 
.t:ven in e cursory outline however, it becnMe obvious that several 
cruclol problems wollld hove remained outsj_de the planned enalysiso 
~or exw~le, were structurol similarities in village orgnnization to 
be interpreted as persistences from on unexemined aboriginol psst 
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OC' ~s results of cultural contact which preceocd nctuol e~.tension 
of C»nadion aut tority? Could one assume , os Unwson nnd .,ibl~ick 
did, that the chief's 1:Juthority was much f;router in the pust? 
~"'i th due reg1:1rd for the perils of "historic1:Jl reconstruction11 

there seemed no elterngtive to extending the ex~minotion to an 
esrlier periodo 'i'his pnper the~, ~ecords my ettempts to construct 
El working .. 1ouel nf the trscJi tionol ll~eida socinl sys temo It does 
not however offer ~my such modelo i'his would hrve required sllcinp; 
the reconstruction ncross t;.he r;rain ot o specific d:,to, S{'~r 1830, 
and t •1en proco l 1 o describe and anDlyse the 'Jtructurol rntioso 
l am not yet to do thRto fhe lon~itudinol study of 
institutions undertaken herein is prerequisite to such e modelo 
··1y imrneciinte purpose has been to discover wh·Jt f1mctions are em~ 
ph:iisised by this society and how the institutions,or standardized 
modes of cogctivity, ore integrated with eoch other ln the totRl 
system ond st different points in timeo By this means I hope to 
have c~st some light on processes of change d11ring this very unstDble 
"pre-i1•1pact" period of HaidD historyo 

I h~ve relied as fnr ns possible on first hnnd accountso Be-
csuse of the l~te historicnl horizons, the strong oral trAditlons 
of the people And the fortunate circumstnnce of having several 
meticulously recorded accounts, I feel thot the essential materiBls 
for Dn accurate reconstruction ore av:lilnbleo '.rhere is suhstantiol 
sgreernent on crucial mfl ttor~ R!llon~ these Vflr>ious nccounts o rhe 
possibility exists that these conclusions were n0t lndepondently 
reached as each writer knew of Rnd frequently cited the work of 
his rredecessors. My contribution, if it can be called that~ hes 
consistt~d in tho evnluntion of the sources and the resolution 
of certflin ambiguities nnd discre~pnncieso 'fhis study, when 
complete 9 will serve as 3 b~se line with which l may compare my 
own construct of the modern systemo 



II o MY'l'HICAL CHAWPl~RS 

Haida society is orgRnized on the basis of exogamous moieties 
ne.med for the Raven and the Jiagle who a.re spoken of as the "grand= 
fa.thers" of the JfoidBs.. The ancestress of all Haven families wa.s 
F'oam vJoman, a superna.tllral being who was sittints on Xagi 9 a re~f in 
Sklncuttle Bay~ when the primeval flood receded., She was supposed 
to have many breasts at each of whi ch. she nursed a "grendrnot;her" 
of one of the various Raven lin.eageso However,, members of the Ate.na 
Ravens claim independent descent from a. wonwn who emerged from ~ _, 
cockle shell washed ashore at the island of Atanao The Rose SIJU 
HDvens also reject the tradition which gives priority of descent, 
and thus by implication the higl:1est rank, to the Uinstints people 
descended fromj!oam Womano There were several versions of the myth 
for local orig6 1n at nose Splt, one claiming that two persons who 
were conte:npora.ries of 11'oara. Woman gave rise to the Hose Spit Ravens o 

J:1hs Raven moiety then, was divided into three matrlc,12.ns~~the X~gis 
.Ata.na, and Rose Spit branches~-correspondlng to the southern., middle 
and northern geogra.phic:. a.re as of the islands o 

There is even less unity in the mythical history of the three 
Eagle div·isionso Djilaqons (Greatest Mountain) a contemporary of 
Foa.m Woman, is nominal ancestress of the Eagle cl~msj) but there are 
persisting tra.di tions of foreign origins for two of the divisionso 
Djilaqons, herself brought from the mainland in the grey beginning!!> 
gave rise to those people living in the sa:me region as the Xagi Ravensc 
'I1he second bra.nch, that of the Gi tins t or northern ~agles, seems to 
have spread from. Rose Spit, while the third division, the Sta.Stas, 
trace their migration from Tlingit and Tsimshian countryo '.!.'he 
interesting thing about the Eagle genealogy is that it has been 
teilored to conform to the pattern set by the Haven genealogy, on the 
principle tha.t complementary structures really should be simila.ro 

Separate myths deal with the development of lineages o '£he 
relationship of the rlaven lineages is explained by the settlement 
patterns of Sqena, a nstory town 11 south of present day Sandspito 
In this town were five rows of houses in which lived all the Raven 
families of that dim timeo Those in the first row on the beach were 
named T~djilana.s, , the Sand Tovm t)eopleo (Swantonus linesge noo 2, 
1 o e o H2o Lineages· will be referred to throughout by this device o 
Every numbered segment is an autonomous lineagleo Similarity of 
numbers shows re'Iationship but not political subordinationo) 
The KumU ana> or :Poin.t Town People (1Uh) lived in a row which extended 
out on a cape. fhe · Yakulanas, 1'.liddle 'J.'own People, (Rl9) occupied the 
middle rowo ~he Harth Eaters, or Q'oetes (R21) lived in the fourth 
row near the hills where trails were numerouso The Rear Town .People 
(Rl;)) occupied the rear rowo (It is interesting that a town with 
precisely the same settlement pattern was said to have existed at 
Hose Spit where :i.t was called House Point 'l'owno) From these five 
lineages all others were deriveda To make sense of the social 
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orge.ni~a.tion we are to believe that a.11 the Raven clans settled in 
Sqena. and from there dispei-.sed over the islands o Some integration 
with the preceding cycle is a.chieved by identifying Rl9 with ii·oam 
Woman, H2 with the gra.ndrg.other a.t Atana, and li14 a.nd Rl5 with the 
Rose Sp~t grandmothero lt is necessary to go into these mYiky 
mythical matters becae.se they a.re the basis of felt l"ela.tionships 
between lineages.. People of different .Haven lineages ssy-·D "We were 
at Sqena. together o" As the Haid a.' s own cul tura.l reconstruction and 
interpretation of origins they offer considerable insight into the 
organizetiono 

Returning to Sqena., the story goes that a. troop of mischievous 
boys went through the vilJ.a.ge one day shooting down dogfish eggs in 
the houses with their newly made bows and a.rrowso When they pulled 
this pra.nk on the chief he became angry, a fight ensued, and the 
lineages dispersedo Subsequent migrations and segmentations resulted 
in the fluid distributions of population that prevailed when history 
begano 

Lineages reproduce by cell div:i.sion.ll meaning that a. newly seg= 
mented lineage was s true turally coin.:plete except for a charter o The 
tradition of the qua.rrel which was supposedly the cause of the seg-
mentation, seemed to express and certify the separation- ,elriz ''"'i ''*' 
the samil :feil1:6'Siel"l: El.El °Sfil:8 L.ei!iiee pabl!Sh8d in bhe neU~J!IS~ SP t;};u;i°k X 
wil 1 no J.QIJMl.~ sr ~ s reef!Je1uiii.lel.(jj "GP ·eB:e eleebs o:? Ya fJ.10 further estab= 
li sh its politic al adulthood, the segment founds a. town, either by 
being the first group to occupy the site 01" by purchasing it from the 
prior occupants o This e ct; gives the group a name which is the 
diacritical feature of the autonomous lineageo 

Differentiation is a. gradual process o Unna1n.ed subdivisions 
arise within a. lineage, adopt some distinctive feature of dress for 
use at potle.tches" Such differem~es were recognized by the observ-

_,. 4~tion,, "The dress is between uso 11 (Swantonz. 19091> Po 79) Thua 
~· ~otrnds1•les were drawn which deepened until the· formal break occurred o 

Related lineages reta.ined the same crests"' but new exclusive ones 
were soughto Linking the lineage founder with some episode or 
character in the tribal mythology gave a supernatural sanction to the 
group and justified its use of certain namesti dances~ songs, storieso 
Infringement of these specia.l prerogatives led to feud 9 war or a.t 
least a suit for darn.ages., The reverse precess of amalgamation of 
depleted lineages can also be traced,. where remnants of.groups 
weakened by war or plague sought refuge with kino 

These processes are seen in the history of the People of Pebble 
Towno It seems that a set of lineages including the Middle Town 
People ( Rl 9) mov·ed from mythical Sqena to Daxua. no1 .. th of modern 
Lm·m Hill on the east coast of Gra.ham Islando After a time 9 sccord~ 
ing to a story collected by i:::iwa.nton from survivoi•s of the lineage 
a.t Skidegate 1J a. fight bi•oke out between heads of two households o 

One head bought a ea.noe t;ha.t had already been promised to the o,the:r• 
ma.no A sla.ve of the of fended man smashed up the ca.n'°e and in the 
fight tha.t ensued1' the party of the offender was d1 .. iven to the woodso 
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They esme dov-m to Sk~degate Inlet and purchased a town from a Raven 
group ca.lled the Sea Otters (R7) o Theh• first town was called " Small 
Stonesn or pebbles and thence its new possessors received the name 
of the People of Pebble Town (R9) o 11At the time when they lived a.t 
Daxua. they were r>ecognized on a.11 hands as part of the Middle Town 
Peopleo 0 (ibido Po 80) 

The othe:r• household involved a.t Da.xua was known as the 
Sqoa;f adas o ~.:his group ;i-1 t in two a.s a result of one par·t; l' those 
eventually becoming RlO, taking sides with those who became R9o 
The remaining section became known as the Seaward Sqoatadas (R5)o 
RlO went to live at Pebble Town with R9 and subsequently migrated to 
the west coast with themo Rela.tions between R.5 and RlO and R9 on 
t.he other side continued hostile o While the la.tter were a.t Pebble 
Town and some of the R5 peop:,e a.t Sk:ldegate, blood feud broke out 
between themo To escape their enemies, the Pebble Town People (R9) 
migrated to the west coast and bought a. town site, Tcaatt, from its 
first owners who rejoined their kinsmen elsewhereo R9 occupied one 
ha.lf and assigned the other half of the town to their friends RlO 
who had accompanied themo B.10 finally moved north alone to a place 
called ~wampy Village opposite Hippa Islando 'fiie significant thing 
here is the wa.y in which boundaries ere maintained between the two 
groups in spite of intensive interactiono 

As was seen in the events related above, the lineage at the time 
of' its segmen ta.tffu:n adopted the na.me of the locale where it first 
settled and ws.s afterward known by tha.t name, regardless of residenceo 
Among the Rose .::ipi t iavensf the ancient lineage known a.s the Point 
Town People (Rlld ga.ve rise to named autonomous lineages which re--
tained knowledge of their recent relationshipo These dispersed to 
separate settlements which gave them their mm names o We find the 
Hiellen River Point Town People, (Rl4b)p the Masset Inlet Point Town 
People (RlL~c) ll the Rocky Goa.st Point Town People (Rll~a.), the Yagun 
River• Point Town People (Rlq.d) o The issue of common interest or 
a.ction between such related lineages will be taken up when we discuss 
interrelations of lineageso 

Segments of local:I.zed lineages then took the name of their 
houseo So a.t Ya.h, segments of Those-born~at~Ma.sset J~nlet (R22) 
out of Skidaja.o (Rl6) from the Mass et br-anch of the Rose Spit cla.n 
were called World House People and Rainbow House Peopleo 

Sll1"1MARY ~ 

We hav·e been examining the credentials of the lineages o We have 
seen that when fission occul"s in a. ma.trilinea.ge,, the segment moves 
to a new locale,. establishing its legitimacy by acquiring title to 
the site, calling itself the people of that place and preserving its 
myth of separation a.s evidence of its eutonomyo 

Despite this fluidity of movement~ the Queen Charlotte Islands 
were not a frontiero Long before the first white observers appeared 
on the scene, the whole coastline was partitioned into holdings 
claimed by villa.geso .c;conomic competition for the choicest resource 
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area.s was probably qui. te severe., al though the1•e were several means of 
acquiring access a.nd the people did not live cheek by jowlo Most of 
the food was taken from the sea and the yield was abundanto 

Nevertheless, in pre-white times a sta.te of wsr seems to have been 
the normal condition9 descriptions by early observers ({r1. ixon$ 1787~ 
£8Ssim) suggest that evel"Y hamlet was an e.rrned cempo War seems 
to have precipitated the emigration of the Middle Town People (Rl9) 
and the Sand Town People (R20) to Ala.ska in about 17250 John. 
Work 9 a f a.ctor for the Hudson day Comps.ny a.t Port Simpson from 
183t~~1841 estimates about 6600 population for the Queen Charlotte 
ilaidas snd another 2000 for the Ka.igeni (Alaskan Heida o) (Cited in 
Dawson~ 1878, po 173B) P::."e=conta.ct population was probably somewha.t 
grea·t;e1"' than thato The effects of the first jple.gue introduced 
from ~iberia ca.nnot even be guessed a.t, since knowledge of this is 
inferential: the shamans~ divined that the first guropesn vessels 
uere Kalikoustla, the spi:r•i t of the plsgue~ returningo ( /~. 

Various writers (Swanton, ibida, po 81; Druokers 1955 9 po 
JlO) have a.::;sumed that ea.oh village we.s originally occupied by 
s. single lineage and the discussion of lineage development above 
would support tha.t assumptiono Such a village consisting of one 
or several households,, would be an economically self~·sufficient 
unit under e lineage heado The rule of exogamy would require 
development and msintenance of friendly rela.tions between villages 
of' opposite moietieso It ls not necessary to assume ceremonial 
interdependence in the ea.rly stages since,, s s is elsewhere discussed.11 
competitive interrelations such ss the potlatch complex may have 
<level.oped 88 functiona.l substitutes for waro The pressures for 
consolidation were offset by the overriding dynamic of the society--
the amj bition of every householder to set himself up as a "Big Shot," 
that is~ as master of his own towno These opposed tendencies of 
cen'Grifugal and eentripe'Ga.l movement; characteri:t.e politic al process 
in Heide societyo 
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Ea.rly writers cvnceived of the village as the politicial unit 
although they recognized differentiation of ~ub~nnits~ Dawson 
cbs i?rved : nAmong the Ha.ida.s each permanent village constitutes a. 
chiefts.incy, and hs.s a. recognized head' chief o 11 ( 1878 P po 118B) o o o 

nrrhe village appears to be the largest unit in the Ha.ids. system 
of governmentti a.nd there he.s not been any permanent premier chief 
or larger confedera cy or leagiae of tribeso Such unions may doubt= 
less ha.ve been for•med from time to tinle for offensive and defensive 
purposes but have not enduredon (Ibido, po 120B) 

Nibls.ck$1 in discussing the exceptional case where a chief is 
able to extend his influence beyond his own villa.ge through war 
or ownership of valuable lands, states, "In a strict sense, however, 
t he village is the tribal unit~ Allia.11ces of tribes have always 
been only t empora.ry, and no las ting f'edera tion ha.s ever been formedo" 
(1888, Po 2,51) 

Swanton concurs: 0 The larges'G body of people under one govern~ 
ment among the Haidas were t hose in the same t owno .H.lthough one 
family might own two or more townsr there were more often several 

families in one town, and al though all had their own family chiefs f) 
one of these was chief of the towno 11 (1902, Po 333) 

This ·town chief ha.d a special title whi ch i:>wanton says was 
transla. t ed as "town mother " in Skidegs te ~ and "town 111a.ster" in 
Masseto (19091' Po 68) 

These account s giv e e picture of seatteredii self~sufficient 
towns composed of households ea.ch with its own heed and all under 
t he authori t y of a head chief wi th undefined pow~rso These writersw 
in remarking the absence of a more inclusive structure than the local 
village were thinking in terms of the coordination and regulation of 
political units by a. superordinate agencyo The functions which 
would seem to require such a me 1.::hanism-~t 1 · at isp i"Ilt BPPe l weitrg 
d.iieep~-~ Ei £B:l.""'3-s-fop ~twpgsg,s et; a.rrs.nging marriage~ settling dispu tBJs 
c onducting trade~ wa.r and large so ale e~onomic enterprise==Were 
obviously not administered by any familiar hierarchical structureo 
'l'his approach to the study of government in Haida. society leaves one 
with the question implicit in the above quotations--why did no 
confederation of t~ns develop? ~:'he a.nswer to this is simple~ 

~ -- :rmms were not corpora-Geo Theywere merel y the locus of lineage 
settlemento As will beootiie abundantly clear as the discussion 
pro ceeds, it is the lines :>es~ which are the ri_OTJ."t-icel un~ As 
Swanton indicate , · . e--matrilfneages nuili be loce.lized _~n one '1 
settlement or dispersed over severalo .l:he n~d local~ 
segm~_rrts~ except fer the ex.ogamic requirement which ma.es lineages 
interdependent, is in theor y a.dequs.te to a.11 its political, mili-
tary; ao.cial aad econornic- taskso 'rhehead exercises a strongly 
developed domestic authori ty~over memberso There are 9 howeverj) 
degrees of corporateness, meaning that a sublineage or component 
household of the lineageg is in some respects itself autonomouso 
The household head who ..:iwanton refers to as a. "petty chief" owns 
his own establishment~ has access to e conomic resoureesll and is 
the law to his dependentso 
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This distribution of power on e:ll levels of the lineage precludes its 
centralization in any superordinate office, meaning that the 
apical status 11 that of town chief, is almost without a.uthori ty o 

Drucker 9 in a book written for popular consumption.I' (19.55.o Po 
110) recognizes this corporate character of the lineflge P but & En , ;:e 
~the same proposition of social and political isolation: 

~J,,fi .. vJj "Each segment was a lineage which held title to ttsl la.nds of 
economic impor'Gance, occupied a separate ~ 

village consisting of one or more houses, hfld H;s own chief 
and lesser chiefso Each lineage waged war or made peace, 
staged ceremonials, and tended to its various affairs 
independently of any·othero 

Ana.lys:i s of the lineage composition of towns shows seversl 
possibilities of structural orgBnizatlono There is the single-
lineage settlement; of one or several households in which the 
highest ranking household head is simultaneously lineage head and 
town chief o In . the mul:tilipe~r; to~r.rn, the lineage which holds the 
legal title is said to 11 own 1 t e town, a.nd other lineages occupy 
the village with its permission and by accepting junior statuso 
'I'he town is thus a linea.ge property in that title to it could be 
bought and sold, given away in exchange or in payment of compensation 
for damageso 1iowever the houses ar~ owned by indiviiuals and cannot 
be alienated by the lineage heado 1t is only )Xl'l i t.~minsnce 
that is transf'erredo Frequently members of a 0 111ng:c: - linea.ge 
leave and take up residence elsewhere in which case the tot-m may 
ber~ome a single-lineage unit a ga.ino 'lhe co~si te town is a 
multillne~ettlement in which both moieties are represented$) and 
only this ~ype is ceremonially and socially self-sufficiento 
'.l'he necessity for interlineage relationships imposed by exogamy 
exerted great pressure for consolidation in composite townso Phis 
pressure was increased by the operation of other factors during his= 
toric timeso A fourth type of town may thus be distinguished as 
the nucleating center fed by decimated groups fi->om widely scattered 
linesges·a .... .._Eseh of these types of lineage association implies a. 
different allotment of power o '..L'his question of the poli ticel 
relations between tto=1"esident lineages will be further explored 
in a subsequent sectiono The point to be made here is that the 
to-vm is the s.rena for voli tica.l action and is not its elf a poll tic al 
unit vis a vis other s~ch unitso ~he analysis of Haide governement 
must t::irn on a.n examination of lineages, their functions and 
their interrelationso 
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IVo THE MATRILINEAGE 

The ma.trilineage is s system of ranked sta.tnses ascribed on 
the _btasisnof gena!togical relationship to the occupant of the apical 
staplrJso fhis rank must nevertheless be a.chieved, in that the 
candidate's progress through the different grades is marked sym-
bolically by ta.toos, names, increasing siz.e of ear punctures, labrets, 
etc o Members of the lineage occupy position.~ ranked from high to 1. 
low on the finely. graded status continuunio l:here is no sharp I' , 
demarcation denoting s class lineo Slaves, of course, are not 
members of the society a.nd the system need take no account of themo 
This internal ordering applies equally to the lineage or to the 
component householdo 

'11he far.1ily group or household is commonly domiciled in one of 
the ~t plank cornmuni ty houses which average 30.x40 feet, and are 
excavated within to provide three successi~ stages. ~hese living 
a.reas a.re assigned on the basis of rank., ""'laves and low cless 
members of the family occupy the space near the door while the 
head's section is at the back of the ijouseo fhis house is owned 
by the headman who raised~r his heirsp His authority overt~ 
the 30 to ~.O or more persotii!IVI.ng with him is almost cvmplete,, .i: 
'Phece in'!lude his br·othePs who have no houses of their ow"' and 
,-.he unmarried sisters R son"' of these men who are living avuncu-
locally in order to receive their education and trainingo '.tlhese 
men form the core of the metrilineagea 

Wi'fes of the lineage members, their unma.rried dfl ughters"' and 
sons under ten, all belonging to lineages of the opposite moiety, 
also live thereo .::ions in law of t;he head or his brothers, who 
are husbands of daughters living uxorH\oca.lly, and their children 
are included o 'l1hese sons-in-law will include the nephews mo 
marry the daughter of their mother 9 s brothero Other members of 
the household are fia.nces of engaged daughters who are performing 
bride service, old widowed sisters and aunts, low class relatives 
who have the status of servants, and slaveso ~ince J ~ :r,:..esiden~e after ma.rriage is patrilocal except for prospective heirs 

· to the headship who reside avunvuloCSily, married daughters and 
' sis-i:;e:xu of matrilineage males other than the wife of the heir ere 

not i ~.l.fl uded in the family groupo 

J.t; is likely that this houcehold composition was not c~nsta.nto 
Accor·ding to Peter .o.ill, "people used to move in and out o They 
didnlt believe in living together all the time because quarrels 
would bres.k out o" (Stearns, .tt ield Notes, 04/9} 

The family group so constituted has great political significance ~ 
'fhe weBlth and prestige of the headsi and thus his ranking vis a vis · 
heads of coordinate units, depends upon the si~e of his household 
a.nd the weal th that its members ca.n produce o 4 he head ca.n comm.and 
the service only of those persons who are directly dependent on himo 
'fhis fact probably expla.ins the 13mbition of wealthy and powerful 
men to build great houseso Some of the house names are suggestive: 
eogo 11 The clouds sound against it," "People call to each other in 
.it, r1 "House chiefs peeped at from a distenceo 11 (Swanton, 1909ll po284 ) 

;Aft/ 



Vo NARRIAGE . 
Aside from the rule of moiety exogamy, ma.rriage arrangements 

seemed to be die tated by politic al expediency o t·'la.rriage was the 
only fundamental institution systematically interrelating the 
otherwise self-sufficient lineage7_ Some lineages, for exam~9 .. 
a.nd E9 honsistently interma.rried, c.-.:!:~Jd a ed in th.e sarae v1 ±t:ap;_ :') 
mi ~1 e ted toge;ula.M' w.nen ~~o Other spa.tia.lly distinct lineages$ 
f'or example "fhe Kiusta Sta.Stas (E21) and the Ka.ig~ni Middle Town 
People (R19) hab~.tually interma.rriedsi although the rela.tion was 
not exclusiveo rhe StaStas a.lso intermarried with the Seaward 
Sqoa.jadas (RS). (Swanton, ibido Po 67} ~~here intermarrying was 
consistently practiced 9 one lineage was known as the "fathers 11 of the 
othero This at first suggests asymmetrical ranking of' lineagesp 
but as the terrn "father'; has no ove1•tones of political authori 
in Heida society, the term probably refers to syste:rna.tlc a.trilatera. 
cross cousin marriage" .l!:qualit;y of spouses is implied in - e · ec 
~.;hat town chiefs sought their wives far afieata. be~ause ;'they could 
not find anyone great enough near byo" (Swanton,, ibido 1 po 68) 
Territorial a.lliances "ldere aP>parently unimportant, but the a.oquisit-
lon of new titles and crests arid the preservation of prerogatives ,;,r-
were accomplished through 1ntermarriege of high ranking personso 

It is significant that although chiefs hed ritual f?13iendships 
with mainland chiefs.\) intermarriage with mainlanders was rare., 
Herriscn suggests tha.t s conflict over residence was responsibleo 
(192.5, Po 77-78) It is a fact that Port Simpson Tsimshisns made 
a ruling that Ha.ida men ha.d to marry and live in Port ...,impsono 
"All they ca.r•ed about wa.s the rank of the . .uaida yollng man," 1 
was told o ( Stear·n~, F oN o 04/22) 
~ "f f~o.JZ~ tY(.J.-

Bilateral cross cousin marriage ~ practiced Etlthoup,hthe 
preferred spouse for the sistervs son of a lineage head was his 
mother 3s brother's daughtero Un the other hand, father~s sister's 
daughter stood in s relationship permitting great freedom and 
stable unions often resultedo 'l:he forbidden marriage was 9 of course 9 
the incestuous one between Raven and ttaven or E~gle and ~agleo 
Those who broke this taboo were subjected to greet scorn and loss 
of statuso 0 o strong was this sanction in the culture that to thf:i~ 
very day people who "married Aight." will say$' 11 '.J.)1.e old people don~t 
look down on uso 11 (ibido) 'l!L frequent response to questions about 
lineage and moiety affiliatraona of couples was~ 11 I~ve patched 
Havens and Eagles for years and rive never seen them me.te," (ibido) 
showfrig that people still feel they hs.ve to justify breaking this 
old ruleo 

in 1870 
_A myth collected/by James Deans$' an employee of the nuason 

Bay Company, suggests that even in traditional culture the C~ll.a.ssif~ 
lcatory incest taboo was occasionally brokeno 11:ie myth rela.tes how 

two lovers who wex•e both Rsvens fled to the woods to be top;ether o 

~he girl was abducted by a bear (itself anomalous since beer crests 
belong to the 11.aven moiety exclusively) and while living with his 
tribe gave birth to two sonso The lovers were eventually reunited 
and because of their long suf.f'erings 9 permitted to marryo 

(j_ f'1 '·rt·q~) 
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Marriage arrangements were ms.de by the mothers of the boy and 
girl, often when the childretf-rere very youngo In ~kidegste a mother 
who wanted her daughter to marry a. certain boy gave his mother several 
blanketso Tb.is was known as "putting an string ono 11 He could 
avoid this marriage only by retu1.,ning the blanKets, and since young 
men had no {>roperty of their own, this was difficult. (Swanton, 
1909, Po pO) In Messe-t the opposite relation prevailedo (Ibid~~ 
Po 51) A boyis parents contracted an engagement for their son by 
presenting a gift of blankets to the girl's parentso There was 
no obligation to return the blankets if the marriage didn't take 
placeo A young man who was not betrothed es an infant generslly 
became engaged wftefl- between 15-18 years oldo rlccording to uwanton, 
he then went to live with the girl's fi~mil~, if not already theres-
( ioeo unless he were engaged to his mother s brother's daughter) 
and worked for them until his marriageo (Ibido, po 50) 

·rhe rl"...a.rria.ge rite is made up of these elements: assembling of 
respective lineages, smoking together, speech making~ handing 
over of the bride, exchang~ of gifts, feasting, dancing, singingo 

On the day set for the ceremony, the groom with his motherg 
sister, mother 1 s brothers, a.nd mother 9 s sisters went to the house 

·where the girl's parents lived a.nd sat down in the back of the house 
which is the ho~ored placeo Members of the girl'ls lineage were 
assembled and tobacco passed aroundo After the smoking, the elder 
of the boy's lineage delivered an oration praising the girl's 
family o Several more speakers addressed simila.r remarks to the 
girl's father and s:ometimes to her mothero 

The father replied that his family was low and his daughter 
useless but he knew that her husband's mother and sisters would 
look after hero ne then called his daughter and instructed her to 
sit down with her hijsbando She did so, and took his hando At 
this point the girl's mother gave the boy's mother and sisters 
some property on behalf of her lineageo (Swanton, ibido, po 51) 

I I ? 
"I After the ceremony the youth's family took the bride home but 
on~y after she was taken to her mother in law(s house where she 
received a meal and a new blanketo According to Murdock, it was 
the groom's father's sister who gave the wedding feast immediately 
after the ceremonyo (1936, po 364) 

Swanton goes on to desc:bibe the customs prevailing a.t 
Skidegateo "Next day the bride carried a tray of food furnished 
by her mother in law over to her father and uncleso In exchange 
they gave her husband four or many times as much property of all 
kindso The bride left the dish in her mother's house and her uncle 's 
wife brought ilb be.ck full of propertyo As l ong EIS they remained 
married, the @irlos uncles had to help her husband and do almost 
anything he wanted them too 11 (Ibido) 
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At Ma.sset when the family could afford it the girlns mother 

gave away property to the women of the (moietyl her son in law be= 
longed too It was also customary for a man to give e. slave or some 
~ther present to his future father in law o 11 (Swanton, ibid o .ll po .51-52) 
l.t shouilid be noted that these apparent differencE:is informality a.nd 
practice ma.y re~le~t differences in rank lof the participants as well 
as regiona.l variations in customo ~e("1.J..e.~\.J 

It is difficult to determine f1•om the literature the conditions 
and amount of the marriage payment and dowry since the observers 9 
descriptions are often distorted by the white man's view o.f these 
trsnsactionso Niblack sta.tes that marria.8e is 11often a commer&ial 
transaction of buying and sellingo A man desiring to marray a giEl 
sends his mother or a middle man to her parents to negotiatee 
An understanding having been arrived at, he sends as many presents 
a.s he can get together to her fathero" (1888, po 367) 

Niblack goes on to present a generalized discussion of north~ 
west coast customs which ma.y or may not be t1•ue of the Heida elsoo 
11When the ceremony is complete the father of the girl gives''.her a 
dowry equal in va.lue to that received from the husband and she 
goes to live with her father in lawo If they afterwards sepa.rate 
through dissatisfaction the presents are all returned; but if e 
wife is unfa.i thful, the husba.nd can send her back with nothing and 
get his own property back fro:m the fathero 11 (Ibido, Po 368) 

Dawson says that after the ceremony the "father of the girl 
gives various articles of property to her, constituting her 
dowry o She is led away by her husba.nd but after a. time returns 
on a visit to her parents, bringing presents» generally of food, 
from her husbendo" (1878, 129B-130B) 

It seems clea1" thet whe.t has been called the marriage payment 
is simply a.n exchange of gifts between members of families who 
are henceforth to be related affinallyo This exchange represents 
only one element of their participation in the solemnization of 
the new rela.tionship o A curious thing is the beha.vior of the lineage 
elders in deprecating their own family and exalting the position of 
the opposi teo I ha.ve discovered no similar ins'cances in any other 
socia.1 contexto 

RESIDENCE: 

:Murdock insists that residence was matriloca15 (1934,po 374j385) 
except:. for the sisters 1 sons of chiefs who were expected to inherit 
their uncles' property ane so resided avunculocsllyo Murdockns 
own definition (1949t pol6) states tha.t 11 if custom requires the 
groom to leave his pa.rental home and live with his tJride, either 
in the house of her pa.rents or in a dwelling nearby, the rule of 
residence is mBtrilocalo If on the other hand the bride regularly 
removes to or near the pa.rental home of the groom, residence is 
said to be pa . .Drilocala 11 I accept .these definitions but reject the 
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conclusionlcfn the following grounds: 
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In the descriptiorn of marriage ritual just rev· ewed, Swanton 
recorded the father~s reference to his daughter g ing to live 
with her husband's sitei-•so (This interpretatio a.ssumes unmarried 
sisterso) It was then noted that after the ceremony the groom's 
family (which in Swa.nton always mea.ns lineage) took the bride home, 
a.fter she ha.d paid a visit to her mother ih law, which suggests 
a.vuncul ocal residenceo Nible.ck notes that the girl received a 
dowry from her father and then she goes to live with her father in 
lawo LikAwise Dawson states that the bride is led away by her 
husband but later returns on a visit to her parentso 

The pattern would seem to be this: a woman and her young child~ 
ren live with her husbandVs familyo !Jaughters remain with their 
parents until adulthoodo Boys, on the other hand, go to live with 
their mother's brother when they are about teno The Haidas believe 
that boys will be spoiled if they stay with their mothers a.nd scorn 
is heaped upon those who break this ruleo (Swanton, ibidopo 50) 

.At the time his engagement is arranged the boy, who has been 
living in his uncle's house, goes to perf'orm br:kde service for 
two or three years in the home of his future father in lawo 
(Ibido) Murdock is aware of this arrangement (1934, po 373) but 
he extends it lnto the period beyond marriageo In the case of 
boys engaged to the ds.ughter of the mother 1 s brother with whomcJ 
they live, there is obviously no change of residence at betrothal 
and probably not at marriage if they are most likely to succeedo 
Other youths take their wives home to mothero fhe typical pattern 
then, is patrilocsl residence with an avunculocal alternate in 
certin cases.; 

'Ihese two modes of residence correspond to the :p two possi-
blli ties of pa.trilateral and matrilateral cross cousin marriageo 
If a man marries his father's sister's daughter and they reside 
patrilocally as the rule specifies , then from her poiht of view 
the residence is avuncnlocalo It is in these circumstances that 
a. woman may occa.siona.lly inherit the headship in the absence of 
a sui tallile brother or uncle, _ This is rare however 9 and 
the presence in the household of niel'lrns married to sons of the 
head generally does not affect the political organization of the 
uni to 

Of the sistersv sons who have gone to live with their mother's 
brother before puberty, one or more may marry the uncle's daughterso 
The surplus nephews. who a.re not needed to fill authority roles 
in the matrilineage either at present or in the future go back to th 
their father's house at marriageo .A.his minimizes the danger of 

excessive compet:ttion on the junior level within the ma.trilineageo 
At the same time these surplus males are ineligible to compete 
for the succession in their father 3 s house which is affiliated 
with a lineage of the opposite moietyo In other words only those 
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males in line for the headship of the lineage or one of its 
segments are fully effective politicallyo 

Although there is no clear evidence enabling us to perceive 
precisely where the lines of cleavage are drawn, it seems logical 
to sssume that the younger brothers with no political significance 
are the segmenting uni to '.Th.is, of cours~, is a.n 'Slnsupported 
speculationo 

Schneider, in discussing problems of internal organization 
of matrilineal groups, emphasises that matrilineal societies must 
in some wsy restrict the authority of inmarrying male affines 
over wives and childreno 11iis is accomplished by segregating 
poli ticsl and domestic roles of males and by retaining lega.l 
power over females and rights to their childreno It is in this 
light that we must view the structural implications of combining 
ma trilineal descent with a.l ternate possibilities of patrilocal 
and avunculocal residenceo Only the males residing avunculocelly 
combine political and domestic membership in the same groupo 
On the other hand, the rn.en residnmg patrilocally is at the same 
time living wfuth his mother who is his link with his own matrilin-
eage o At first it seems tha.t this si tua.tion r·1ight intensify 
friction within the hou~sehold, but since the heed exercised complete 
authority over his dependents,. there wa.s no way, legitimately or 
morally, to depose hirno '11he only possibility was to split off, and 
a.s suggested above, the younger brothers or sons would 
have most to gain from this a.ctiono 

The practice of bilateral cross cousin marriage _ contri-
butes to family harmony since relations of kin ere structured 
from birth and the relations prescribed for cross eousins a.re 
consistent with role requirements of spouseso Of course not all 
marriages i-rere contracted between c Q.aeenga1ti~a'1 cross cousinso 
In marriages between previously unrelated lineRges, the wife 
going to live with her father in law was the outsidero If hostilitie~ 
broke out between her people and her husband's, she was placed 
in a difficult positiono She could expect no aid from her affinal 
relativesa tier children had no recognized place in the community 
since they were also legally outsiderso (If their mother died, 
children usually returned to their uncleso Daughters might marry 
in the town where they grew up and sons occasionally erected a 
house in their father's towno (Swanton, 1902, po 331-332) 
Whe difficulties in controlling and protecting female members of 
the lineage and their children who were residing at a distance 
probably strengthened the tendency toward patterned intermarriage 
between lineages and adjacent villegeso 

The problem of potential conflicts of authority between 
fathers and uncles over children is aggravated by patrilocal 
residence~ 1This threat to continuity of the matrilineage is met 
by the device of sending boys to live with their uncles at the 
age of teno Thus it is the mother's brother who is responsible 
for their training and discipline and whom they serve in ell 
capacitiesa £his practice has the additional feature of 
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s-9gre t gating the brothers and sisters during puberty when 
. enfor:.ement of the incest taboo is most crucial o The 

..d,~wiiliii: isis.n for this uncle-nephew relation is the Haida ra tionaliza.tion rvl that ma ternal care makes boys umnanly o Girl s continue to l ive wi\~h 
their fathers until marriage although his authority over them 
ends with pubertyo The relatively large role he plays in the 
daughter's marriage ritual is interestingo 

LEGAL STATUS OF WIVES: 

~he function of b~ide service is to establish a man's rights 
in personam over his wifeo Her lineage retains rights in demo 
'l'here is no community property in marriageo 0 he inherits from her 
own lineage, i o e o frmn her mother, while her hue band ihheri ts 
from his mother's brother. She pa.rticipates in the councils of 
her lineage and .can become a shsman or inherit a chiefshipo If 
she is injured her husband has no right or duty to avenge her as 
this is the duty of her own lineageo ...,he is the representative 
of her kin group in her husband's household if he is head, end all 
his dealings with her kin a.re conducted through hero 

lf the husband commits adultery, his wife's mother is 
entitled to damageso If the wife commits adultery, her lover is 
liable for damages xq be pa.id to her mother while the husband is 
left to avenge hims(-1\jf o However, extra-marital rel11tions with 
classificatory brothers in law or sisters in law respectively are 
no considered adulterouso 

INHERITANCE: 

The rules of inheritance specify that a r11ani s property passes 
to his younger brother, or lacking brothers to the eldest sister's 
son, or lacking sons to a sister or mothero Thell estate, consis-::ting 
of names, crests, songs and other incorporeal goods es well as 
title to reel end personal property is never split and descends as 
a whole to the heiro 'i'he heir is al so obligated to marry the 
widowo Niblack states "In case he is already married 9 the next 
in succession takes hero 11 (Ibido, Po 254) Da.wson remarks that 
polygamy seems to be restricted to chiefs, but he WAS able to learn 
of only one case in his time in which a Skidegate man had two 
wiveso Ostensibly the custom wa.s more prevalent in earlier timeso 

(Ibido, 130B) :My informant Peter Hill never heard of polygamy 
f or chiefs but said that if one of the chiefns nephews were 
single he ru,igh·~ marry the widowo (Stearns,, l''ield 1~otes, 04/15) 
If the widow were young or her previous husband illustrious her 
chances of remarriage were goodo If she was sent back to her 
lineage an~ indemnity must be peido 

The widow herself receives nothing from her husband 's estate 
since theoretically she has her own dowry and personal propertyo 
I n practice it seems shEs was oft en left dest.itute, her substance 
having been sppropriated by her husband l9D his successoro "When 
a man dies, his wife takes only a blanketo 11 (Stearns, FoNo 010/7 ) 
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Willie Ma:.bthews, prese!ft hereditary chief of Masse-C,, told me how.ll 
when his father died, ~ father's brother, a nBig Shot" who wss 
m.erried six times, NJ.re.l!x.th.e.x took over the bip, house on the hillo 
Willie's mother Kate came bsck "with hardly a stitch of clothes" 
to live in a little shack behind her kinsman George Weha's houseo 
Willie and his s~er lived inside the bi~ house with their Uncle 
George and several slaves {ostensibly free by this time, 1897}0 
(Ibid o) As a member of ll~eha 's lineage, the most powerful in 
Ma.sset, .Kate was probably entitled to property of her ownii but 
her son remembers her as a destitute widow until she memarried 
several years latero 

Another example is provided indirectly by Dawson's notes 
on ~lell, a rich tract of country midway down the east coast of 
urahe.m Islando "The region came into the possession of (chief) 
Skidegate as the property of his wife but was afterwards given 
by him to the Skedsns of that day as a peace offeri2g for the 
wounding or killintPf' one of his (Skedans) womeno he tract now 
belongs to Skedans and is valued as a berry groundo" (Ibido, Po 165B} 

The rules, to summarizeg provided for the remarriage of 
widows and t.hei:'." economic independence, but it seems that these 
rules were consistently brokeno ~he practice of turning widows 
out at their husband's death was described to me by several of 
the old people as 11 a very cruel custom,, 11 which implies that it was 
modal behavioro Peter Hill explains that chief's valued the land ,.~ 
where their uncles used to liveo Widows did not belong to their(~ J 
family anymore and had to leave unless there was fl man who could 

. marry ther110 (Stearns, FoNo 04/23-24) 

An~er source of tension over disposa.l of the inheritance 
was the exelusion of sons from the patrimonyo It is axiomatic 
that the symbollc property which is the charter of the group a.nd 
legitimizes its existence must not pass out of the hands of group 
memberso find yet Swanton records, "If a man ~ very fond of 
his children he might gi·11e them the righ·t; to ~ some of his 
crests but these must be surrendered as soon as the children marriedo 
Occasionally a crest of' this kind was,kept through life and 
according to tradition one or two crests were given by the man 
who first obtained them to his children,, and thus to the other clano 
(1909, po 107) The rule that the inheritance not be split worked 
to the disadvantage of sons and younger nephews although it seems 
thst articles of personal proper·ty were occasionally given to these 

personso Rgrely a man willed his house to his wife or sono 

DIVORCE: 

Di7orce was apparently a simple ma.tter in which the wife 
went beck to her father's house and marri~gegifts were returnedo 
Adultery was grounds for divorce but J. know of no .Ja.ses in 
which much ·~a:s made of thiso Usually the spouses just began living 
with someone elseo 
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An informal relationship which might be considered an 

alternate to marriage was the practice of ta.king a temporary wifeo 
A man whose betrothed was too young for marriage might bring a. girl 
home with no formalities of any kindo The couple was simply found 
together~orning a.nd they continued to live together until 
his :heg~fe was ready for himo .Llifficulties arose when 
the young man wouldn't give up his love ma.tch and feud was the 
frequent resul to 'fliis sort of arrangement was welcomed by the girl's 
family if the young man were of high ranko Children from such 
a union were received by the girl's lineage with no stigma whatevero 
(~wanton, ibido~ Po 50) 

INCEST: 

.ti marriage system based on exogamy cannot tolera.te classlf-
~n icatory in®est. ..1..hose who break the incest rule are punished by 

public scorn and loss of statuso "They become like slaves," 
and so are symbolically and effectively expelled from the systemo 

There is a.nether category of sex beha.vi~d which cannot be 
classified as a.n alternate to marriap:e although it overlaps in 
o~vious wayso This is ~-·~ , _ .... prostitution which will 
be examined presently es an economic institution with profound 
implications for structural changeo 

ADOPTION: 

Adoption is the process of assigning or changing group 
:'Jlembership of an in.dividualo In this manner outsiders are assimi= 
lated into the systemoFor example, slaves lithen freed a.re adopted 
into the lin~a.ge their mother wa.s attached too vvhen pvacticed by 
chiefs, B.Fl:\l~p adoption is itself an institutional alternate to 
normal successiono According to .Ua.wson, a. man wishing his own 
son to succeed him, ga.ve the infant to his sister to suckleo "The 
child is then spoken of as belonging to the aunt, but after it 
a.ttains a certain age may be returned to the reaJ,Aiiother to bring 
upo 11 (Ibido, 134B) When a chief dies without close kin, a 
distant male reletive may be a.dopted by the widow or by a sister 
of the deceased and thus inherit the property and posi tiono 
These seem to have been mechanisms to counteract depleted lineage 
emembership while maintaining the fiction of matrilineal succeasiono 

A different kind of practice--that of extending protection 
and access to other lineages in a town=is occasionall:y- and 
loosely referred to as adoptiono (Stearns, FoNo 07/10) 



.. . . 
V/G 

RITUAL KINSHIP: 

Marriage a.s e mechanism est.ablishing friendly relations over 
wide areas is insignificant in contrast to the institution of 
ritual kinshlpo The function of r~tual kinship was to rrovide 
ssf'e contact throur·;h hns1;ile teI'1~1 torj)t., E~m'i~tiil er eem}'onent'~ 
functions were the establishm.EJ'lt of trading relations.., channels 
for exchange of cs.ptives,. end for the circuls.tion of crests, en 
nsmes~ dances and other ritual propertieso 

The relation links two Ha.id a lineages of the same moiety, 01~ 
a Haida lineage with a. lineage or cla.n of equivalent crest on the 
msinla.ndo Partners to an intertribal relationship r•egarded other!} 

unrelated groups as their fictive kin dido This shar•ed cognition 
implied the observance of exogamy o "A Haida ma.rPying into another 
tribe always avoids a certain clan among them, the members of which 
for one reason or another, he considers his friendso" (Swanton, 
ibido.!) Po 66) 

Dawson ilesoribes the manner i:n which protection was extended: 

An Indian na a1 .. x•i·~·ing st a. strange village where he may 
a.pp:r-ehend ho still ty, would look for a hotA se indicated by .~ts 
c~u"ved post a.s belonging to his totem, and ma.ke for ito 4he 
mas'J:;er of the house !doming out~ may if he likes make&'a dan~e 
in honor of his 7isitor; but ln any case prote0ts hi:fu. f:r.•om 
all lnji.;.ry •o 11 (Ibid,.• 13L~B) 

A furt~her implicat.ion cf the extension of kinship obligations 
t;o members of "fr:iendly groups" is redemption from slave1 .. yo To 
cite Dawson egain: 

o., "should a.n Indian be captured as a. slave by some warlike 
expedition, end br•ought into the village of his captors,. it 
behoves anyone of his totem, either man or woman, to present 
themaves to the ceptorsl'I and singing a certain sacred song,, 
offer to redeem the captiveoBlanB:et;s and other property are 
g:i.v.en up for this purposeo Should the slave be given Upp 
the redeemer sends him back to his tribe 11 and the 
rele.tives pay the redeemer for what he has expendedo ,.;ihould 
the captors refuse to give up fhe slave for the property 
offered, it is considered rather dis§ra.ceful to them 9 (Ibido) 

~ lrh:;i aee how ~rnblic epinTuwn was mobilized to enforce observan~e 
of the rules o This pra.c tice was very profitable since considerable 
interest wa.s expected on his :t.nvestment by the ":a"edeemero 11 

The importance of these relationships was greater in pre~ 
contact times when war wa.s incessant~ for parties to such a contract 
did not make wa.r on ea.ch other o Later.~ when the Hudpn Bay Company 
est;a.bli\Shed a "guest hoiuse 11 at Fort Simpson for the thousands of 
Indians coming to trade 9 the visitors s~ill preferred the hospitality 
of their related lineage in the nearby 'I'simshian village o In 



1 866 the Haidas receJved permission from the Tsimshian to erect 
t.heir own Haida style community house nearfuyo (Niblacks ibido, p.,337) 

Such relstionships were contracted by the lineage hesds 9 were 
binding on all members of the kin group~ and were hereditaryo 
'l'hey were accredited by myth.so 1rhe 11 friendship 11 between the great 
Ha.id a. chief Gidans t ( cor:Pupted by the whites to >=>kedsns) a.nd 
·r;he Wsimshian chief of Kitkatla whose title was Djeba.sa., was 
supposed to have originated when the letter ca.me down with his 
people in two canoes from the Nasso Halfway between their ultimate 
destinations, the two canoes stopped, a song was sung and they 
separated, one ~ontlnuing on to found Skedans and the other settling 
et Kl tkatla ,, After this the t&}v ch:lefs alwa··f6 treated each other 
ss brothers a (Swanton, ibid o, po 79) 

Skedsns became the cultural center through which new trBits 
were import;ed--ceremonisl arparetus, dances 9 songs--eleraents of 
ritv.BJ. which lost their sacred character in the transplantationo 

'l'he seal to such a. contract was the exchange of names,, When 
the whites came, the Indians sought to incorporate them into the 
traditional system in this mannero ·when Capto Dougles of the 
Iphigenia anchored off North Island, (June 19t 1789) he was 
welcomed by the ranking chief of the area 9 Billeck Guniao 
After• a choral concert; of two hundred voices~ 11he paid Capt o 

Douglas the compliment of e:x.chsnging names with him§' after the 
manner of the chiefs of the ..:>andwich Is1andso" (Dawson.11 ibid 9 

Po 157B) Whether because he took this ritual seriously or because 
he expected recompense, n1ack \Junia warned the captain of a raid 
pJ.ott;ed by a number of the Indians o His reward was for·chcoming o 

'rl1e name of 1t1.iougla s 11 be,Jame in time the prop;:.,rty of A1ber1~ .c..award 
.t<;denshaw a:aong with the t.itle of "friends of the whiteso 11 Douglas" 
name wa.s lsst awarded to e living grandson of old Alberto 
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VIo PROSTITUTION 

A society can tolerate a certain latitude in the sexual 
behavior of its memberso i.ls hl!ls been seem, Ha.ida- society prescribed 
certain relations in which joking relations and license were 
expected., .!.!Jxtra-ma.ri tal affatrs channeled into these relationships 
caused no conflict in roles and therefore no threat to the 
structureo Other unions were considered adtllterous and o:fl!Jenders 
subject to payment of dams.ges to the lineage whose rights were 
infringedo ~n the same vein, a husband's neglect of his wife 
by corr..mitting adultery with other women was likewise considered 
en injury.by her linea.geo 

Legel actions were undertaken by the matrilineege in order 
to protect its right of controlling the se~ual activities and 
children of the female me:mberso It ~ regulating the interre-
lations of members that the kinship ~~ performs its basic task 
of recruiting new mem.berso .Lmpllcit. is the view of sex potential 
not as an intrinsic quality of the individual, but a.s a property 
held by the corporationo A man acqui1"'es rights of access by 
performance of bride service and exchange of goods with his wife's 
group o itJhat happens the_11 when a social attribut.e-.heccimes an eco-
nomic reSO\lrce, when sex rel1:ftions become a comHodi ty to be dis-
posffi'.r- of eutside the system? A •society can affo1 ... d deviation 
by a small percentage of its members, but when prostitution 
becomes ins ti tutiona.lized as a modal actl vi ty, tr8di tional x11odes 
of recruitment snd allocation of social tasks are :i.nvalidatedo 

, Prostitution is an institution with en economic aim orient-
a fiono Its task is mBrketing sex relations outside the systema 
The goals lay both within the system and withouto Prostitution 
was seen as a means of accumulating wea.lth with which to a.chi111J~e 
sta'Gus and prestige through potlatching, and as a means of earning 
the new goods, ' especially liquor, but also guns and clothingo 

While there · is no way of determining how many women engaged 
in this activity, the only formal requirement was sexual maturityo 
'.L'he trade was sOm.etimes practiced at home. in the villages, where 
feasting and merrymsking hsd traditionally enlivened the long 
winterso White men took .l.ndian girls on boats and put them ashore 
when they became pregnanto Many women accompanied white men to 
other places, lesving their• Indian husbands and children behindo 
Sometimes they sent their half-breed children back to be raised 
by their familieso 

Often whole families went to the cities, where the women 
supported her husband and children end accumulated blanketso As 
in other rm•al-urban movements, it is the mobile nuclear far-lily 
which is best suited to the new conditions o In these circum --
stances, prostitution must be considered a variant of the migrant 
labor pattern which t'.··ok fmnilies or groups of young people to . 
the hop fields~ the berry fields end the potato fields of the 
northwest at harvest t1meo 
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The opportunity for wage eBrning by women as well as by junior 
male members of the lineage had far_ .r.~ching consequences for the 
traditional systemo Their statueJ-we.=s- changed from unpaid dependent 
worker to entrepreneuro The effect on the marriage relation seems 
to be less drastic than would be expected o 1~here nuclear fnmilies 
migrated together, relationships shifted, the husband assuming 
the authority formerly reserved by the women's lineage. Her eco-
nomic activiti~s boosted his prestige while women seem to have 
competed with ea.ch other in the earning of blankets o Here the 
competition is not structural but indivAdualistico 

Despite its economic motivation, it is rid:bculous 
:prostitfulbion as a new source of wealth for the s~stemo 
was marketing not the i~ew materials of his environment 
materials of his societyo 

to consider 
Here men 

but the raw 

Nibla.cl{ notes several structural features which facilitated 
the _rspid incorporation of this complex: 

'l'he chief demoralization in thms region has been amongst 
the worn.en, bvought about by the independent position th~y 
occupy in the social organization of the tribe. by the 
peculj;ar laws or customs rela.ting to marriage by purcha.se, 
and by the right to return a female to her people in case 
she proves unsatisfactory or undesirableo (Ibid~ po 346) 

It was a short step from the concept of sexuality ss a prop-
erty to sexuality as a com.rnodityo 

This familiar story of the ndernorslization of the native", 
in which rum, prostitution~ and disease. are related elements, 
begBn in 1787 When .c.uropsan shjlps bega.n visiting the Que~ 
Charlottes to barter for se otter furso after they had ~osed 
of their furs, including the gar•ments on their own and their 
dependent's backs, the Haidas, ever willing to earn a blanket, 
begsn offering their wives, daughter~1 sisters to the willing 
mariners o When the fur trade slacked off in the 1830s .Haide. 
economy experienced a rec~ssiono The Hudson Bay 0om®ty estab"" 
lished s trading post at .i.ort ...>impson in 1834, and their steamer 
the 0 esver plied up and down the coasto There were few other 
contacts with whiteso fhe gold rush of 1849 bronght a swarm of 
sdventurers to the l slends o 1viining was severely ha!J).pered by the 
intervention of the Haidaso 'l1heir habit of plundering wrecked 
vessels and enslavin8 their crews motivated most tra.velers to 
keep out orfi their.r wsy o Fort; Victoria had been established on 
t he southern extremity of V a.ncouver •sla.nd iri the 18!~0s o 

~ghTaing ").r.. 1853, the Haidas began making the 500 mile journey 
in their sixty foot canoeso .i.ndians from all over the area found 
these white settlements irresistible and they encamped outside 
them by the thousendso No power in traditional society could keep 
them ho:rne o The frontier outposts of white civilization had too 
few resources with which to control so manyo 
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Linea.ge heads had control only over the :.mambers of their 
own househoibds and it wa.s these dependent member·s who were most 
likely to leave.. .rtfter slaves were freed, rneny of them left 
elsoo Public opinion could not be mobilized to uphold the old ways 
in the face of what arpeared to be more equitable access to the 
world's good9o Sometimes individuals were able to influence their 
own relatives but often as not those in authority were in the vano 

'Ihe church appeared on the northwest coast long after the traders.., 
The first Anglican missionary, \'Vmo LJuncanr.1 s.rrived at !l·ort Simpson 
on the mainland on Ucto 1, 185~0 In 1876 Wmo Ho Uollison went 
to Masset on the ~ueen ~harlottes to found a missiono 

The fledgling colonial government had no means of controlling 
the unscrupulous traders who sold adulterated liquors to the 
Indianso Hudson Bay Uompany suffered financial loss when - it 
attempted to restrict the sale of liquoro 

It goes without saying that these events had disastrous 
consequences for the societyo ~n 1787 Dixon had remarked at the 
large numbers of children seen in all the villa~esa (po 237) 
J.n 1878 Dawson recorded, "Very few children eren now seen about 
some of the villages, the women resorting to Victoria for purposes 
of' prostitutiono .!:heir husbands, be it said to their shame, 
frequently accomp~ny them and live on their ill gotten gainso 11 

(Ibid., 130B) rl'hese sorties down the coast sere enlivened by 
raids on villages of other tribes of the mainland coast and Van-
couver .Lslando ~ 1when the devastating smallpox epidemic of 
1862 struck Victoria, thousands of natives fled homeward taking 
the plague with themo Whole villages were wiped out, but when 
the epidemic subsided, back came the survivorso 

With the decreasing population of the islands 9 village 
after village was abandoned as the lineage remnants consolidated 
in foca.l settlements o In JJawson' s time only one village on the 
west coast was still occnpiedo .i..n the inhabited places, many 
of the houses were falling 1 1nto decay, while in other of the grea.t 
cornrnuni ty houses only two or three people still lived o 
In the sixty years between 1840 and 1900, the population de~lined 
by ninety percento 
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The logic underlying the organization of this paper requires 

tihe examination of each institution of Heida. society: isolation 
of elements, summery of behaviors, etco with particular attention 
being paid to alternates and variations of behavior and their 
imnlications for structural changeo It was observed that 
;:;~stitution cannot be considred and an alternate to marriage 
il1though it is certainly a form of sexual behavio:ri! 'l'hat is 
to say, the element shared by both institutions is sex relationso 
l'he tasks associated with the element in each functional context 
are ·contradictoryo Ti~is is no problem unless both institutions 
become universal and then the conflict disrupts Jill! social 
relationso 

One function of sex relations in marriage ls to provide 
new members of societyo Its ftmction in prostitution is to 
provide wealtho tjn another level these ~oses coHplern.ent 
ea.ch othero For example, it was seen that the wife's economic }I 
activities bolster her husband's prestige and positiono 
Prostitmtion'.j. lethal effect on the system results 
primarily from its related side effects: the draining off of 
personnel in pursuit of ext ra.-systern.ic goals; decrease in repro-
duction because of sterility and death, disease end death of 
present members. 

We shall find another instance of this in studying the 
institutions of warfare and potlatch where connnon elements in 
both institutions a.re coP1plementery on one level end contradictory 
on anothero 



VII. PROPERTY 

'lhe ecomomic institutions of a society or.o those concer-ned 
with 1neetlnt:: the roaterial needs of a populnti.on. Two nspects 
of the productive system ivill be considered here, first the w~ys 
of controlling the roeans of rroductton, orkhe in~titqtion of 
property, and second, the orgnnlzatlon fo-l 11rod11ction wl:ich incltldes 
the (ilvlision nf labor according to sessonal and soxtrnl rI'inciples. 

l:'roperty rnay be distinguished on the basis of its functions 
as sy.@bolic or econor.1ic o .::>ymbollc property, tpe fnnctio11 of wh1.ch 
is to emphasize snd personify lineage unity as well as individuRl 
rank and status, includes crests, songs, d8nces, narrics, and 

titles to town-sites. These types will he cnnslriered in a later 
section • 

.c;conomic property, with which we are here concerned, includes 
title to rei:rnurce areas, cnf i tel And rersonsl property o "Resource 
erees" es the term is used !n Northwest coost ethnop;raphy, refers 
to locations where the f®od and industPmal materiols used 'Bly the 
culture cen be gathered. In aboriginal times, three fourths of 
the food was taken from the sea o The five VArietics of salrl'lon 
com11rised three fourths of that, with cod, halibut, sl1ellfish,, 
herring spawn, and eula.chon oil making up the resto Twenty 
rer cent' was lnRdG up of vegetables and frni ts: lily rootH, the 
inner bark of the spruce, hemlock nnd cedur dried r:ind mAde into 
cakes; certein species of se~woed dried in cokes; berries--salal, 
s trawl)erry, elderber t'Y, and crabapples. l'erlwps five per cent o :' 
the f0od supply was niade up of eggs, seals, iJaterfoHl, whales, and 

bear in sensono 

13efore contoct only a native tobecco pla.nt was cul tivetecl, 
but the very eHrliest explorers seem to have introd11ced the 
potato.. i3y the end ot' the nineteenth centruy potatoes had become 

a staple in the diet nnd aa an oxporto l?he cedar provi.ded raw 
material for hotrnes, d.ugo11t c~rnoes, totem poleso The bark was , 
usca for clothing and ooAtso · 

... 
·1!1~ere we s po co. ,munal property_ 01 .. _virgin torri tory on the 

Queen ~herlotte Islandso rher interior of the islands was seldom 
visited, but the whole coBst line, bays, lakes, streems=-anywhere 
that slamon rr1ip;ht enter et spawning time--wa s divided into f.Arolly 
tractso ~mall creeks were owned by individual families but the 
few large rivers such Rs the Yakoun nnd Ain were divided among 
several, or owned by one rowerful househocll and sections of it 
lensed to other groups. Whales and sea lions a.nd oll flotsam and 
jetsam washed up on the_ \beach belon8ed to the head of the group 
ov-.1iing thot sectiono Wftjr e possible, villa.p;es were located on the 
open · coast near the halibut banks but other groups migrnted to 
fish camps near the bankso Berry patches and offshore rocks where 
sea gulls laid their eggs were claimed by individual groups as 
their priv2te preserveso · 
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8oundaries were extend.edf~r out to sea giving the right to 
sh not see otters and seals Bnd fish on the holibnt benltso 
"These tracts si-•e considered as strictly . persona.1 
property, 8nd are hereditary rights or possessions, descending 
.from one generntion to another accordinp.; to the rule of succession." 
(Dawsdm, ibido, p .. 117.B) They could b'e sold, rented, or .given up 
in payment of damageso (i3y renting I mean that a charge is levied 
for temrorary 2ccess. Thus, the Ninstints .i.J.~ddo charged the 
·.r~imshia.n for the privilege of h\lnting sea otters off (.;ape ;:)t., 
James.) Fa.rnilies without land of their own paid for the right 
to pick berries or fish after the owner had finished., 

Rights in pr()perty were established through p1 .. iori ty of 
occupancy, purchase, lnher.:lt.Ence, or as compensation for injury. 
An example of the le.tter ls the transferring of J.'loll to Skidega.teo 
(see po V/7) These transactions were certified by the myths end 
traditions which formed the charter of each 1~ro1.tpo Tille was 
always handed over forrrlAlly so there could be no doubt of the 
lep.;i tirnacy of ~ ~roup' s clRlms o Possi·:,ly the trnrnrnctlons were 

__sometimes recorded on totem poles, but these have not often been 
analysed from that standpoiht. Infringement of property rir.;hts 
was a serious matter and often resulted in blood feudo 

. Une problem lies i..n the nature of the "group" which held 
titleo From the facts given above it is clear that title gave 
full rights over property. All of the sources a~ree in assigning 

these rights to the "family." Swanton,, who uses the term family 
to mean lineage, calls these land hollidlng groups "households." 
fhis is consistent with the characterization of the individual 
household RS the self-sufficient economic unito 

~smination of the implications of "Town ownership" is 
made elsewhere. In r,assin8 I wish to note that title to ll village 
site is a political mutter. Village sites are not !~eluded when 
surrounding resource areas change hands o 'J.'he revers6" .· -~ is also 
trueo 

SLAVERY: 

Th69 terms "capital" and "personal property" are more or less 
interchangeable in a collecting society since the tools of production 
are those n man mskos and uses himself. Th~ productive process 
consists largely in the a1~plicotion of labor to raw materiRlo 
However, human l~bor becmnes capital in the institution of slHveryo 

'l'he function of slovery wos to provide an abundance of 
cheap labor to produce the vest surpluses of food required by the· 
rituals of rank. in a collecting society the ratio of consumption 
to production ls such that it is difficult to accumulate signifi-
c ant surpluses unles ~~ a clHss exists which has no rights and can 
be worked l i terBlly to deetho ln addition, the existence of B 
servlle caste to rerform the rr1ost menial drudgery freed high 
rnnkinp.: members . to rerform the prestigious arts and craftso 
This point must not be ov~rdra.wn howevero 
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As chattel goods, slaves could be bought, sold, given away 
or destroyed in a grand gesture of conspicuous consumption. .a.'hey 
were not allowed to lwld property or roarru and their children were 
slaves slsoo i.hey were compe~led to wear their hair cut short as 
a badge of status, end women were not permitted to weHr l!!bretso 
If a side door were cut in~okhe house, the~r were forbidden to 
enter by the front door. .i.rifeir duties includ.ed the routine drudgery, 
fishing, paddlinr.; the canoe, going to war" .a.hey could be compelled 
to act es assas3ins, and 1·rnre the logical scBper;oots in witchcraft 
cases o •"hen old and useless they were killed ~nd their hod ies 
thrown into the se00 Only slsves sacrificed et their master's 
funeral were burled and these.were considered fortnnRteo 

'fhe position of slaves is closrly distinguished from ths.t of 
the low class fernilios Rtteched to powerful households. These 

persons nwy be the survivors of linenges depleted by wBr ~ disease 
and incapable of getting i1long independently o .L'hese peor.«J. ~ such 

as the F'ood Steamers, (E3h) at &.>kidegHte, toke service with their 
kinsmen in exchange for protectiono 'rhoy swell tho numerical 
strength of their heed, having some economic significance and 
lncreasinp; the size of his war portieso l'hey share minimally in 
the rights and rrest:tge of their group, but nevertholess they do 
Sh3F0o 

Other writers have emphasised the slave's value RS n symbol 
of' weal th while deprecRting his :l:rnportnnce ns n producer of weol tho 
'i'hey base this evaluation on the f9ct that the slauf!hter of 
slaves at ceremonies is the most lmrres'1ive evidence of the 
ability to westeo 

On the other hond, slnce a chief's authority to compel 
assistance from his own people WRs limited, the man with many 
slaves re!lp ed rnore prof'i t proportionately a The wnr chief whose 
raidinp; party wns composed primarily of slaves did not need to 
pay his crew in kinda In yet onother and more si~niricant way, 
slaves contributed to the polt tical power of their rrnster. 'I'he 
ambitious Irlnn Hho possessed meny slaves was freed frorn the necessity 
of esking cooperation from kinsmen in every undort8k1nR• :~ could 
a.ct unilaterally without checks on his outhority by sitboltdinoteso 

;;;J.aves were obtoined by cBpture in wars of venf~eance, in 
slave raids, by purchase or by descent from sloves. Uurin~ the 
pre ... white er0 when J.ntertribal wars raged continuously, the Haidas 
swept down on the ·i.'lingit, IDsimshifln, snd Nishka villaf.~es of 
the moinland. .J..n the rrocess ,eJrkty Haidas were themselves slaughtered 
o.nd enslsvedo One object of rn'fds wns to seize perqons o.f hig;h 
rBnk and hold them f'or rieh rsnsomo Freq11ently however, these 
persons, ruther than suffer disgrece, resisted so violently that 
their cDrtors were forco<l to slny themo Crews of coastal vessels 
wrecked on the trencherous bors wero frequently onslovedo ihe 
steamship i..>usan Sturgess Wfl ~ boorded b~r two pArties of Ll9irt0 ~ in 
H352, tho ship destroyed flnd the crew tHken to ~erve in the house 
oi' Chief ·~ehn ot i :asseto l~ventually the men were redeBmed by the 
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Hudson .Ba_y Company a.t J;i'ort 0impson. 

No distinction wos mnde between Heida slvves ·and t!·tose of 
other tribes, fllthough no rnaster would keep slaves of hisown 
crest. Perhaps this had something to do with the prect:tce of 
r~nging fRr afield on slave raldso 

1l'he Tsimshian were middlemen in a very profi tahle trnde with 
the southern tribes who kidn:Jppecl neighboring Indians end sold 

them. There was les~ cho.nce of escape or redemption when people 
wore sold far from hmrie. E1.a1pe was not always a hnppy olternative 
:t'or slaves who returned ~to their homes were despisedo A greet 
neu.i~ ugnl.J Femo u potletcli. could remove the "bad name" which clung 
to a former slaveo 

On certain occasions slaves were liberated. It was the custom 
to free several slaves at a hoirnebuildinp; potlatch where children of 
~ high ronklng family were tfltooed and ~iven corornon:tal nar1J.e~o 

Liberated slaves were Rlfuowed to RO home.or adopted into the linea~e 
to ~1ich they had been attachedo 

'.l1he value of slaves increased during the historic periodo 
Niblack cites Dunn to the effect tha·t at Port h:>iI11pson in 18.3h, " a 
full grmm athletic sle.ve who ·~s a good hunter will fetch nine 
blankets, o gun, a qua.nti ty of powder and ball, a couple of 
dressed ell{ skins, tobscco, vermilion paint, a flat file and 
other little orticleso" (Ibid., p. 252) In 1878 Dawson noted 
that scarcity, due to the supppession of warf11re, had driven tho 
value up to 200 blunkets, (or a.bout ·;~250.j (Ibid., p. 13)~B) 

/ 

\._ 

~stimntes of the nurnber of slaves. on the nortl'wl:st coe.st in 
18l~1 (Simpson cited by Niblack, ibid l',) range o.s high as one third 
of the popula.tion. John 1'Jork 1 s estimate of the pop:1lation we s 6&00 
for that period, which 8Ccording to the abov1-~ cst5.mete would mean 
2200 slaves on the Queen Uharlotte~o This strikes me es rather 
high but l know of no evidence at this point by which to confirm 
or rejecto 

In 187S Dawson records: "Ono s1ove still remains emong the 
uold Hsrbor Haida.:3. J.here are none at Bk1degate or other of the 
southern villages, _but a considerable numbor at Masset and the 
northern- villages. II On the basis of informotion supplied him in 
1932, i"lurdock concludes that slaves were never numerous ss mo·st 
households hod none nnd three was the largest number recorded for 
e single household. (1936, p. 17) I reject this interpretation 
on severnl grounds: 

Slavery is one of those unflattering things which r11odern 
Christifln Hoidas believe reflect discredit upon t.hem ~nd about 
which there is therefore a conspiracy of silenceo It is in f1rnt 
illegal, according to a Masset .uand Gouncil by-law, to call Ol}Y,one 
a slave. 1 was ahle to elicit the narne of only one slave stf:lfiid/s 
f'emily, el though I discovered this status for severa.l !llOI'e living 
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~" .Msssets :J.n the recoT'dso F'urther, the heyday of slave rE15.ding wss 
long past when Hurdock' s inforr.umts were born and they had no 
knowledge of the earlier situation even were the~r inclined to 
discuss ito Circumstf:lnces did not favor prolific reproduction by 
e dovmtrodden caste who were not permitted to ms.rry and whose 
treatment ss described by Collison was brutalo When opportunities 
for we.ge labor opened up, newly liberated sla.ves would have been 
the first to leeve. Since the population was reduced by 90~h 
between 1840 and 1900, the slove population would have su~fered the 
same or greeter ratio of decrease than their masters. 

;.:;ile.ve holding in liloska come to an obrupt end in 1807 when 
the u.s. acquired the territoryo In 0rit1sh Columbie tho ..>uper-
intendent of Indian Affolrs for the province did not try to · 
abolish the institution all at once. He issued r.1n order thBt 
slaves were henceforth to be referred to Hs ten1rn and tenas klootch-
men, or 11 ttle men and li ttlo i·mrf!Em. \-Jhen Coiblison went to 
I<lasset in 1876 slaves were still in bondngo; rilthough Niblock in 
1886 refers to it as D thing of. the pant.., When f.inolly freed, 
those ex-slaves who did not go beck to the mflinlflnd were admitted 
to tho lineages and later to band membershipo 

But althoueh their politicsl status mi8ht be improved, their 
social status wfls not. Oharles Harrison, erstwhile missionsry 
et Messet obser'ved in his memoirs published in 1925: 11 Even st 
the present doy the descendants of the Hside slaves, although 
not now in bondage~ hRv~ to lnternrnrry among themselves and are 
not allowed to intermarry with freeborn Haide.so'' (po 69) 
A great flurry of exci terrient was ceased in ha~rnet 8 few yeEirs ago 
when the engggement of Pearl White end Buddy Parnell wes announcedo 
Pecrl was a member of a high r~nking f~mily whil~ Huddy wns the 
grandson of s slaveo The gener8l expectation in the village WAS 
thet Pearl 1 s rriother would never perml tt the marr•iage to take placeo 
However, Dt the wedding feflst the bride's mother announced that 
she wantod all the talk to stor so that the young couple might he 
har;pyo l'he grnom's f~ther, acting es toastmestor, devoted the 
customary oration to the miracle of t1 slave 1 s son Narrying n Wh1te1> 

As mentioned vbove, the Messet B~n~ Council pasaed a by-law 
forbidding the use of the term "slnve 11 ·as an opithet ere pefef'&R:to 
In 19.52 one of my inform~:mts spent two weeks in jeil for addressing 
D native constflblo,, who was in foct of slnve doscont, as, "You 
dirty slave, get out of my house." 'i'he white constable who over-
hear•d the ~emark made the arrest vnd secured the convictiono 
'.!.'he ne~~ ~ for protecting the office of constable from insult 
was prob8bly responsible for this ectiomll)I but nevertheless, the 
incident made a profound impression on the villegerso Ho one 
would discuss slavery with me ebove a whispero h'hen they did, however, 
they spoke of other folk~' low class background with grent rellsho 
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P~ftSONAL :PHOJ>gHTY and ~iJl~ALTH 

' Personal property in this society consisted of houses, 
household furniRhings, canoes, hunting and fishing implements, 
articles of trsde and dance paraphernoliv o {Nibla.ck, ihid o ,po334) •/ 

In the trsditionfll culture weRlth wes measured in sea otter \/ 
skins, hunting and fishi~ grounds, slaves, ho~ld and personal 
propertyo The sea otter skin, worth about ~H1"6 wos the unit of 

V9lueo As the supply of skins we.s exhausted, the two o.nd a pelf 
point Hudson Bay blenket became the universal unit of currency 
worth about ~~l.50o 'l'he value of oll other goods was comruted on 
this bnsiso 

'l'he copper, a cherished heirloom and emblem of we~lth ma.de 
of virgin copper ln the form of a la.rge shia'}j2~ to 3~ feet lone, 
12-2.5 inches wide and l/lih to 1/8 inch thick wns worth about 
nine or ten slaves in former times. I1he ancient ones hrought 
2G-30 see otter skins in 1H04 among the Tlinr;ito In the 1870s 
~ood coppers brought 40-BO blunkets. (Uibl::ick, ibid., p. 336) 
Counterfeit coppers of .l!ouropean manufticture were not vsluedo 
At this time the value of o sla.vo had appreciated to 200 blsnketso 
A 10=15· pound box of eulachon grease was worth one blanket. 

In order to give some idea of the type of we8lth being 
accumulated in 1886, iUblack gives Hn· inventory of the cache of 
s Klawak chief which was looted by white neno n'rhe boot¥ included 
five hundred blankets, fifty wash bowls (used for eating) thirty 
six mirrors, six val1~able d~mcinv, robes,, and niflny other nrticleso" 
The value of this trr.rnsnre was ~~20000 (Ibin., p. 337) 

'l1he only cash value I ho.vo ever seen rr1entionod for one of the 
great community houses appeor~ in u paper by James De9nso I append 
his remerks for their interest. 

During the suw.rner of 1872 I visited ~ larp;e newly finished 
houseo Lenning ap;ainst the wall were sever8l bundles of' 
sticks o .c:ach stick was as thick as a r11an 1 s thumb and two 
feet in lengtho 1'1y Indians told m·e that altogether these 
bundles contained .5,000 sticks, and that each stick was a. 
tally for one blanket p;iven awoy, o:r in all 5,000 blankets. 
ln those doys B blsnket i:1ould cost t 1 .ese people not less 
thon six doll9rs by the bale, representing in crnsh $30,600 
poid away in connection with this houseo t told the Indians 
that was a large amount to pay for such a bnlldinfi; and I could 
not believe it. To this they oll replied thst it was trueo 
So I sold no more, but went and overhauled one of the bundloso 
'l'he quantity of sticks WBB correct, if the blflnkots wereo 
The owner of this house was a skoge, or doctoroo 11 : 1J8'.;il, po283) 

'l'here is s discrepancy in the value of the blanket !n the 
data cited sboveo 'l'here was more thon one grade of HBC bl~ml{et, 
but the 2! point was stBndnrdo gven at the roinimu.rn figure of 
~:=·lo.50 the total cost of the house would be impressiveo 
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LABOR 

1l1he division of labol" or the allocation of roles in production 
is an aspect of statuso An analysis of Haide. economic octivities 
will show why preoccupation with rank was not combined with role 
differentiation ss the bssls of e stratified societyo 

In this society there sre two bases of economic role differ-
en-tiption: sexuol and seasonal. Men hunt, fish, carpenter snd make 
waro Women process fish, g~ther berries, roots and cedar bark, 
keep ~erdens and raise children. ~ut the division is not rigid. 
Women go slong on tra.ding ~_!ljedi tions to help paddle the cenoe~ 
and to keep on eye on the 't.rzygeining. Men pitch in at fish camp 
snd around the villBgeo Exemption frora rnanual labor is nowhere 
mentloned es approp~iate to high r~nk, elthouglJ Hiblock states 
that "A chief is more or l~ss woi ted on by his dependents, '1 nnd 
that slaves performed the meenest drudgeryo Peter Hill remarked 
thBt "in the old days chiefs liked to give orders qtli te a bit ond 
their relstivos were more or less like serventso" (Stenrns, IroJ·:.04/5) 
fypes of labor requiring high degrees of skill were reworded by 
the societyo Ghiefs often repaid e skilled carver with s choice 
fishinp.; spot or crests far beyond his Rtntiomo Some of the chiefs, 
for example Steilta end Albert Edward Edenshaw's nophew Chnrllhe 
·are primarily remembered for their fine carvingso 

A review of the seesonel cycle gives some ides of working 
relationshipso During the winter months from mid .. ,.. l'fovember to 
mid-li'ebruary, storms, heavy seos ond lonp; hours of darkness keep 
t;he canoes on the beach. Feasting and industrial act1 vi ties a.re 
carried on around the hearths in the groat communnl houses. In 
rnld-l<"'ebruary the men go sea l"ion hunting on the west coast but ere 
back in time :ror the opening of hallbut season. If the moin 
villvge is close enough to the· halibut banks they bring their 
catch bock to the village to be cleaned and dried. Otherwise 
women accompany thorn to fish cornp.o Then it is time tcb intercept 
the northwa.rd rnigrDtion of fur seals, the hunters going in pairs, 
one to steer and one to shoot. i\t the end of the fur senl season, 
men are off to their campR on the west coast to try for sea otters. 
A dozen 01" so cunoes participate, all the hunters getting a share 
of , the proceeds excep·c for the man who fires the fa tel' shot and 
his steersroD.no 'rhese two get D double share. 

At the -village this (early April) ls clam digging time so 
women, children and slaves are off to the sand beDches of northePn 
llr:::ihem Island to gather shellfish. With the first sockeye run 
in early J11ne the permanent village is do£rnrtod os families 
disperse to their shocks and smokehouses beside their respective 
creeks. tlere 011 mernbers--old a.nd young, chief ond slave--
work feverinhly through the twenty hours of doylight to spear, 
clean nnd dry the sslll'Jono As berrie.s ripen, women ge .thor, boil 
or dry them for winter use. Cednr bork . end spruce· roots for 
making clothing e.nd household f'urnishinr:,n Rre gathercdo Huge 
cedar logs suitable for cnnoes ond totem poles ore hewn down and 
floated to the rormanent vill~11~e o In some parts of the islands 
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herring spa.wn is collected on spruce botighs and dog fish livers 
are boiled down for oilo Humpb~cks and spring sslmon choke the 
creeks in July end J\u~ust, and in Spptember cohoe sal1'11on begin 
a run that lasts into Novembero l'hese runs mean frenzied work in 
the smokehouse with the result tlu1t several tons of food are put 
away for winter. Potato gardens are tended and traps visited. 

' In the winter when villagers reaose:rnble there is t5.me for 
creft worko Canoe building and. the carving of r10numenta.l poles 
is highly developed, but the same excellence of workmonship is found 
in the boxes, spoons, ladles, dishes, baskets, clothing, tools 
and weapons used in everyday ectivitleso 

'rhe implicatimns of this type of economic organization for r 

politic el organization need 11 ttle emphasis o 15xcept for the rare 
occasions when a house or totem pole is ra.ised there is no sub-
sistence activity requiring e larger 18bor force than the householdo 
Food was prepared primarily for domestic consumption ond for 
meeting soc lal obligations. A lar~e household could r)repere rnuch 
more then was needed for subsistenceo The surplus was used by the 
head for the feasts ot which the people were "ca.llecl in." In 
addition to the great quantities of dried fish and berries pre-
served in greose that were consumed by the guests, en equal amount 
was pla.ced in their dishes and !'lent home with thomo ·fhey were~ 
however,. expected to return the platters heaping full within a , 
few days. Food was the commodity given end exchsnp;ed between kino 
These feasts are not to be confused with the potlat.ch which is 
olso characterized by lavish provisions of foodo 

i!lxcept for the potato crop which loter become a source of 
income, food was not usually bartered end so was not a direct 
source of wealth6 in tho sense that c::moes or sea otter skins wereo 

TRAD.r.:: 
based on 

Intertribal trading t · .regional specialization was already 
well developed on the Northwest; Coast when they whites arrived/ 
The opeaie~ of ~AE> fur trade opened a .market for yet another 
commodity and the Haidas, by virtue of their insular +ocs.tion, 
got a good share of the returns. In the first recorded visit of 
a trading ship to the Queen Charlottes,, Dixon's chronicler 
describes the scene at t:look J:3oy (North Island) on July 2, 1787: 

I'here were ten canoes about the ship, which contained as 
nearly as I could estimote:i 120 people: inany of these 
brought the most beautiful beaver (sic) cloflks, others 
excellent skins, and in short, none come e:rnpty-hortdedp 
ond the rspldity with which they sold them was a cir-
cumstance eqditionnlly pleasing; they fairly quarreled 
with each other obout which should sell his cloak first 
and some sctuully threw their furs on board, if nobody 
was at hand to receive them; but we took ps.rtia:ilar care 
to let none go from the vessel u~psid. Toes {adzes) 
were almost the only articles we bartered with on this 
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occasion,, und indeed tliey 'Uere taken so very eegerly, tha.t 
there was not the least occ9sion to offer anything else., 
In less then half an hour we purchased nesr 300 beaver 
skins, of an excellent qualityo 

.Most of· the trading parties they encountered as they .coasted 
down the west flank of tho Chorlt>ttes were small groups of m.en, 
well a.rmed and prepared for trsde or wnr should the opportunity 
a.riseo ~ometimes o few old women accompanied the men and took en 
active pDrt int.he proceedings. 

In 183 4 the Hudson Bey Comopny established a fort ond 
trBding post At a point on the ma.inland where tribes from all 
the northern coastal ares had been in the habit of rtleeting in the 
month of September to trade. The function of r5.tua.l friendships 

in fi:.icilitatlnr; the interrelations of these hostile tribes has 
already been discussedo I·i; wa.s estilnoted thst 11.~,000 Indians 
called at .t•'ort ...>impson in 1834• (Niblack, ibido, po 337) 
'fhe 'fsirnshia.n moved their settlements from hetls.ka.tls. and the 
Ske-ena rliver to occupy ·n place near the posto '£he IIaide came 
every year to exchunge see otter skins and fur seal skins for 
blankets, guns and arr..muni ti on. .L'he se visits were cor11Innnly rnarked 
by conflict. (Collison, 1915, po 89) 

Niblack's description of trading procedure offers 3n inter-
esting contrast with Dixon'so 

J!.Very artlcle purchased undergoes the closest scrutinyo Every 
defect is discovered mid tho V8lue scnled down ~ccordlngly. 
If once a certain price is obtained for s commodity of 
theirs it is adhered to there~Jfter as the set price and the 
knowledge of such value trnvels .fosto Time and distance 
are unimpoi-•ta.nt fsctors in a bnrgn :t.n. J.f 200 r.-iiles further 
on the price paid for n cor.mmdi ty is considerably greater 
the distance is reckoned as nothinR !n goinR there to get 
the difference. On the other hend, in purchBsing rwods 
frorn the traders they show rare good senso in their selectlon 
of the better qnali ties·, mere cheapness in itself being no 
recorrJ.mendation. ( ~:iblack, ibid o, 337) 

In 18,53, Hudson l3ay vompany bought out the stock of an enter~ 
prising trDder who had set up shor in Masset. The r11an had o little 
trouble when the Indisns broke into his cnche of whiskey and 
berely escnped with his - life. 'l'he presence of s. trading 
post acted as u inagnet to the surrounding villagers who come to 
settle at Masseto 

In the native villages, business wss still being conducted 
in trnditlonnl f9shipno Dawson describes v Tsimshian trading 
party which l~mcled t.d~ Cumshewa Inlet while ho was there. Two 
canoes, mo.st of whose occupants were women dressed in clean j:;lJ 
blankets and with their faces blackened, paddled slowly up to 
the beech, the light soils folded but a strip of red btmting 
fl1.1ttering from the ma.st of the formnoBt canoe. 'rhe villagers 
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rushed down to help unload the preciou3 boxes of eul0chon groase 
Dnd beach the csnoes. 11In half an hour, the travelers, distri-
buted 0mong the houses of the village, are fouud st their evening 
mealo Husiness does not seem to occupy their attention; they will 
remain here several <iays to talk a.bout thato" (Dawson, ibid.,po 136-137) 

With the extinction of the seq otter, the suprression of 
warfare and the abolition of slavery, new forms of local ec:onomic 
specinlization emerged. It was reported thRt in 1834 the Llsidas 
freighted from Sao to 800 bushels of potatoes to the market et 
ft'ort Simpson. In Niblack' s time, the Haidfl csnoe wos the Uact1llac 
of .Hecate ~tr~it6 "It is not unusu~l now," he wrote, "to see 
fleets of canoes co!1lng in from the ~iueon l.iharlotte isls.nds bri~ing 
potatoes ond towin~ new cenoos to tr ode or sell. 11 (Ibid., r. 33c~) 
Collison observed in the 1870s that 11 9 whole floet of new canoes 
are brought over nnnually a.nd sold to tho rno .tn1and lnd ions, one 
proviso being derosnciad in the payment beinf; en old or derelict 
cenoe in which to mske the return voyage to the islends. Having 
obtained ti1e old canoes, they set themselves to rerwir and strew~
then them, and then fillltig them with cargoes of fish greBse ond 
other nrovlaions, they make the return journey." (Ibid~, p. 163) 

Despite its recurrent, 'well-ins ti tutionalizfld nature, 
trade on the Northwest Coast hnd a remarkobly shallow impact on 
rerti.clpating societies. Cultural traits such as Tsimshian 
dances ·and sonp,s and frogr.1ents of ri ttlal were adopted by the Heida 
for their drarn.atic effects and wl th none of the tntrinsic n1eoning 
assigned them by their originotorso .iho observance of fictive 
relationships, the development of a trade jargon and the adoption 
of a uniform currency surmnorize the effects of trode. 


