
would not all 1 nd to ether nor would they come jirectly to the village itaelf , but 

would land eo e distance from the Y.itrhahl village, in full view of the eo~le. 

\.~en all had landed at the cam~~nr. place, thoy would maker fdy to come 1n their 

cer onial dresses. nd at t!'-is kind of !e et l\ihiefl it l!ould not be a sae' oirk 

(& feast to proclaim or assume an~~, or a I,Osition or a crest - sae: make; ' oirh: 

l,-l'oclo:ill) . The guei ts then would come in the form of their v·rious n6rh 1orh costume, , 

and as represented. It ~aa conveyed by r.1eaeengers who exhibited sevoral nerhnorhs of 

Tseebesae, and t hiB was to make knovn to the gue8te that thy must co e with their own 

narh.norhe , show them at the Ts ebeeac' s feast . 

So now all of ti e Tsimsyan had gathered at the temJ orary camr,ing place. 'l'his 
, ... 

place w s ~r the constant cont ct with Ts ebesae , who knew ~hen each chief arrived . 

hen all of the invited chiefs hud arrived, he ent over his ~eetera and invitations 

l 

to the cliiefs saying, "Chiefs, you and ell your }:.'tlople "Will co e to tt e house of Tseebea 
2 

at once. 11 hen ~.ey h&d invited all the guests, the greet .ors returned and on th~ir 

return the great halla-i t dr began to aound 1n the cl iet1 s house . 'I'bie drum was a hug 

box generally about &ix feet in len~; in hei :ht, five feet, and in thickness about two 

feet . It was s~apended fro the rafters of the house usually alongside of th• sin~ing 

l-)latfo { 1wes) and when this at~rted to beat, it waa either an ale to arouse the 

people or an announc ent that the chief wa now re dy to rec ive his eats, if t his w, 
-It. in connection o1' a feast . s soon s it was he rd, the invit.1d guests made; i;reparationt 

to ,o to the f euet ~md the order in wt le I they were invited was that of their entry. n 

first tribe would go and so on, and the last or the Tsimsyan w re Gieparhlaw' ts end the: 

chief LeQ'B".rh . Le(!J!Irh,who:se special rivilege it lflls to be the last to ente~ lies 

ackno~ledged, he had been the laat to arrive at the camping grounds. Now ~hen the 

Gitrhahla greeters came to the Gisparhlaw1 ts carp, one o! the greeters took offence at 

what one of the youn6 Gie1 rhl4~•to had seid . Thie freeter w s Nirhtaee l:lld he was th 

head man of Gitrhahla, • very in!luenti l 1erson. As he had a deformed !ace this gave 
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him a bird-like ar eerance. So the young Qigparhl w•ts had exclaimed, "Look at the 

blue jay without its wings. " Thie \<lf)G t'ttl etuted (el9nY time& end was heard by Urhts~ea 

who wae v•ry &llfil"Y• 'l'o furt.h,r hu.rt tr e Gitrhnhlil 1 e feolinne, th• young Ghrarhlev' ts 

added, "That, its how all their wiee men &He r . 'Ihey er• like blue Jeys without wings . " 

<( The Gi s}::llt!ia'llte ,ro akin !"un i;f us. So,r.e or their young i:,eople have just celled me 

e blue Jay without 'Winge, and ome others have ae1d, ~&11 our hxkk:bcrxlekakie,et have 

the ~3~e ccmic appearance . " ,:hen Teeebeaae heurd thie, he wae very anaey too. As hie 

big drum woa now bfllating to inv:i te the guesta11 Me wai, eo an ry that he said, 11Stop 

beatinB the drum, and emd ~reoters to tell the invited ·uesta that the f• at haa 

been postponed. The greeters will be $ent to 1n~1te thm when ovorything ia re&dy. 
)) 

Tseebeaae hna ch1m fld hie plcna . He does not W8nt you to be dieap1 ointed. Th••• 

greeters went over -.t once and when they returnt!ld from the Tsim yan cnmf, Tseebuae 

said, t1I will now UGllil and install one or my coet difficult llrld Hereto nerhnorha: my 

revolving st~ps . Over these all the gusts nust arriie, end only a ffnf wi)l be able 

to enter over thelli without hu .iliation. A• this 1a a narhnorh and my "'~•cial J,rivil ge 

to ueo in q own f e st, no one uat take ot'rence. Dut I will huir.1 liate them and they 

shall be sorry for havin offended ·ou. I want fef eci lly lo hum.1 lii:it.• l.ee)'l,erh and to 

1how hi• t.tlbe th t wo r 11s bin n they nre anrl r, clever . The mesaengere went over 

at once and to vach or the invited c iefc they ~~nt ins readin~ eagle do~n ser.l,e•yin& as 

they did, 11Ch1ef, rhief, Taeebesae hl)o channed hiB J.:1,ms or ~ntertaining :,ou t1nd he 

wiahe5 to st ke you all hapr,y . Thnt is why he ha1 ch,:;ngec. hio plsnf! . l!tt was afraid 

that the pre• ent J."hn. he had intended ueing would not hove been amuc.ing enough. So 

he h s t, the l et o ntJ \lhile he still hN1 t.he ch ce, ch nged his st.ratee.y. So be 

rat1e,nt, chiefs, chief a, end w: se rrcn who are the cmm ellore or the chiefs . " Thia 

wa& r~r,oet~ lo v•ryone of the chlef& who now retir d to thoir ca~ ine ~~co to awtit 

the next c.11 of th 'iit~huhla chief. 
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T•eeb~sae then called together hi halla-its ~d they at once began to builu 

tho revolving etop• 1 ading up into the mall apertur in front of the feaet hou e, 

through ~hich all or the guests would have to enter. 
C( /( 

t.hat fell o!f or were unable 

to use these steps ~ere hUlllbled ~d considered as inferior o~l , until they would 

redeem thomaelvea by feats of uancing. la ny o! the Gitrhah1· w 1~ against using this, 

as they feared its unknown use would lead to war Gnd f uda between the GtrhehJs and 

thos humiliated. n1ey were sfraid or the consequencee . But Tseebes e ~£a very much 

an ered snd hu.~ilioted by the ridicule ox the yo.:.ng Ois ·rhl&wls ~en who had aid , utook 

8t t~e blue jay without lvings . " They no.-1 decided th11t ohly ~hen Leia-yrerh and his men 

used t hese revolvin etefs would the7 r.eni}ul&te them so BS to humiliate. ,ith the 

other guoste they lllOuld not do so. The entrance -wee flt e rising an le &nd in oing 

through it, one had ~truvel thro gh il'ld it 3s than th t the Bte1s would revolve 

and anyone caught una"'ere.swould be thro~n orr . Everyone had to go 1n through t his . o 

one could refuse and m anwhil• they ~ould be taunted in aone by the Gltrhahla and be 

referred to as kaenowtset (herni.afhrodite) . !hie was a very low insult. So now when 

~verything ~•• already, end the singers had tduw:d intoned the songs of the narhnorh 

Hlkurawhlem-keenerha, Revolving-Steps, Taoebeeae eent out hie measen~era again to in~ite 

in the Teirsyan chiete end in the ea~• way each chief and hia tribe. In the same order 
I~ lt-r.:. 

ff4h chief, and b:ia feople came and ~ere a:.et et the shore by Taeebesae•e gr~eters, who met 

them with hlukae•av6 hullse-it. ~his ~a• a contest bet~een those on Lhe shore nd the 

ueets in the canoe who thrtrw to och otlier &in iri'Yinib e Mrhnorh {~w,.r) . 'lhe first 

would be thrown by those on the ab.ore, by the greeter a ~l1<1 then sru1g of the virtue11 of 

his narhnorh power. '.!hen one in the canoe would 6tor.d u and reach into the air, end 

then tr b so?t1ethl.ng ,mci atrug 1• an<l wr atle -with it finally overcoming it . 'hen those 

1n the canoe begltll aingin that thia nlrhnorh w • e eilt overcome, end the people on the 

shore w re b aten and then tho•" in the crotoe beean to sing again . Thia time they eang 

of the virtues of the1r own n rhnorh iowar ond they threw this invisible ~ower to those 

standinF. on the ahore . Onft of the greetere jumped into the air and &rasped ao~ething 
~/f._A(.-;t;- 1-r,.__ Ile 11.-<..,,. .,._j .... 0 l<A>.,,""--t-• 9--- .,,.,.9 ""--/'"(.,AJ fii. J'"'f~ 
../ 



and then began to wrestle and tw.tble about with thia invieible po~er, and after a 

long atrug le overcame it, 'those on ahor• began taunting end singing ot the weaknesa of 

the i,0wer, end then thr•" out their narhnorh . 'the earc.e p•ocedure was rei:cat.ed u at 

tiret. Thie they did several ti~e• then the matter or eere:noniee t ' •lhallae- i t 

would cal l out, 11Come, chiet , comel The !ire now bums in m7 rr,aeter1 11 hous•. He ha, 

been awaiting your arrival i'or a lon4 while. ' Tho cu.osts landod and were led up to 

t he house , then the singer• ot Tseebesa• began to sing of the virtues or the revolving 

steps declaring thst only brave ~eople were allowed to use the~, •• was being done now . 

Then the 1:uests were led to the 1te1,e, and if it is tho will ot the he.lloe-it. operating 

then steps, he can pull a cord and the etepe begen collarain , but otherwise tile 

guests '4ialkod up and there ltas nothinB ha1 ening. Thi.8 whol e i:,roceduro woe repeat.ed wit t 

each one ot the guest chiefa and their people. lt now came to the laet, lwflYUrh and 

the Gisparhlawts , whoee e1ecial ~rivilege it wae to be the last gues~ in, and h• also 

wae the princiral vuest.(men•wir~ Let,yetrh and his tribe& en re ched tho re'l'Olving 

etepa, and a, Le rh wolked up, the etepa collav ed throwing hizu oft. He 111aa follo-wed 

by the strona JtWn o· the tribe and thia ~n aleo wae thrown a long iatsnce and he wae 

much h iljated. let7J'l:trh ~~-nt out or the feoet very indignant and returned to hie 

camp to ether witt his f~Ofle . The Gitrhahla sent meesengers to beg him to come to 

the fesat, nd {ityl;y tirlee the rr.eaeeogf'rs went out but Le rh &nd hia people rmid no 

E.tter.tion . Then one of the G1trhahla chiefs cp,.me and t hen lcEJYi rh and his &on r•plied, 

"13eoause you heve come, ie why- 1 will go tot.he !east. 11 So then leg;y19rh cue 1n and 

this time he did use the revolving et e~s without bein made to tall and the7 ~ere then 

seated 1n the !eaet house, when a C1trhahla J!l6n bet.an to sing about their etrong an 

who had never been defeated and would never be de!eated. So much ~•s eaid about th1• 

~an and taunts were being directed at the huge Gisi ~hlawta atrong m.an. lt was an 

Ofen challenge. The Oieparhlawts then went to whore the Gitrhahla men sat e.:nd without 
,., 

w ming r~•1•d him and threw him do~n~the aJ.i.cdle or the houoe. The Gioparhlaw•ta was 

aittine at the top of the five terraces or ste s of tho houae, and ~h n hP threw th• 

Gitrhahla l!lan down U.eir terrace he hroke the ,m • s back. Ther e was conaidor ble 
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excite~ent, and again the Qiefarhla~•t$ peQple went out, and this time the Gitrhella 

overcome hia rival had b tin killed imd 'Witho11t any struggle. 'l'hey had e.·•q.,ected to be 
K 

~••1ly victorioae. Le~h took refuge in thG house Q! Lutl<Utaemti, a Ls.rh&hock houee 

of the s&me oriiin u Legr;.,rh . De;.:.rh&e, who 't11G$ a rel..'!tlve of the Gitrhahl.6 strong 

ttfill, orur.a in, to the place whtre I e~rh w.-s and !or a tiroe threa\(!l'led him to co!libnt, 

but soon lut.l<utoemti and 'heobet1&e e-ent in his head man to scatteJ· eagle dolr!Il u.i,on 

Le{l:Ylk-rh and his he~d men and 8ga1n invited them to the fuet . Now at this time , had 

the Gisparhla.wte failed to Nepond, a Oilludzaa WiS ~eady to challenge tb& Oitrhahlu 

But now the Gitrh,hl~ had been overeOl~~. 

l 

2 

.3 

SU oh as me' waete~1gyet : Craiy-fer&on . '!bi.a pereoo wo-uld be to all an;enrances 

cTazy, with his face behind a ruaek ehowing dietor~e<l feature&, aluo. with ragged 

elothe1, and earryin on as a cra~y one. 

halla~1te here meanf:l m~n who conetructed and manipulated the supernatural 

contr1 v~ncea - t,he nar'hnorhs . 

See the diagrcrn in the nwnuscrtpt . 
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