
Mr. Wilson Duff, Associate Prof 0 

Department Of Anthropology and 
Sociology, 
University Of B.C. 
Vancouver 8,B.C. 

Dear Mr. Duff: 

Kitwancoo1,Via Box 134 

Kitwanga,B.Co March 17,1969 

Please find herewith copy of the Kitwancool document, addressed to the Provincial Government 0 f B .. C. Dated February 19 ,1968 ,AQ D. through the Department of Indian Affairs Branch Hazelton,B.C. 

Please note that I gave a copy of the above docUMent t o the Honourable Deputy Minister of Indian Affiars when I met with him at Victoria in November last; Please also find herewith a copy of my letter to the said minister dated January 7,1969, A.D.. and his reply is as follows-

His reply dated March 6, 1969,A.::Jo O'ttawa 4o Reads~ (for your information) 
"Mr. Peter Williams, 
Prewident of Kitwancool, 
Kitwancool, 
Via Rox 134, 
Ki twanga ,B • Co 

Dear Mr. Williams~ 

Reference is made to your letter of January 7 ,1969, and enclosure. 
I have had an oportunity to review the Kitwa.."'lco01l claim to lands which was outlined in the brief sent to the British Columbia Government. I 
have also examined the more detailed statement of the Kitwancool land 
claim contained in the Anthropology in -B. C. Memoir Nio. 4 of 1959 edited by Professor "dilson Duff o In this boo k, I note that Professor Duff in 
no way attemps to substantiate this claim, pointing out that the authors 
o:f the book are the Kitwaneoo·l themselveso 

Much of the territory claimed by your band appears to overlap the area od land claimed by the Nishga Tribal Council. As the Nishga claim is 
now before the British Columbia Courts ,it would not be appropriate for me ro comment at this time .on the merits of the Kitwancoo·l claimo 
Owing to the conflicting nature of the two claims and the fact that the 
Nishga claim is before the Courts,I am unable to assist you in any way. 
When the Court decision has been announced, the matter can be reviewed again 0 

Yours sincerely, 
Jo AoMacDonald, 
Deputy Minister. 

Mr. Duff, may I respectfully request you to let us hear from~ 

Encl: Yours most respectfully, f!0\if 
T'he Kitwancool, 

Per, 
Peter Williams, President of Kitwancool. 



• 

The Honourable John MacDonald , 

Deputy Minister, Deot.of Ibdian 

Kitwancool, Via Bo·x 134, 

Kitwanga,B.C. January 7,1969. 

Affairs,Ottawa,Ont. 

Sir: 
During the Niative Brotherhood of B.C. Convention (November 

23-26,1969) in Victoria,I was very pleased to meet you; at 
that time I explain to you the seriousness of the Kitwancool and 
the B.G. Government ~~tuation; at that time1 I also gave you.a copy 
of thedocument from Kitwancool to the BoCo liovernment to which 
t;-e Kitwan.cool have not received any reply; after you read the 
within mentioned document, you told me that unless the B.Co 
Goverhment tepond, you ~re going to let the Kitwancool take the 
matter to the Courts; you also told me that you will advise by 
letter. 

Because of the seriousness of this matter ,Sir, the Kitwancoo1 
respectfully desire to hear from your Department because the matter 
has been dragging along while the Provincial Government is enjoying 
the lucrative natural resources from within the Ki twancool T errirory o 

'l!'his matter has been dragging along for more than 60 years and 
therefore the Kitwancool feel that it could not tolerate much longer; 
the Kitwancool is getting tired and suffering hardships. 

Encl: Yours most respectfully, 
The Kitwancool, 
Per Peter Williams,President o 



!O TH& GOVK11HM~T OP BRITISH COLUMBIA • 
VIOTOIUA .c. 

VIA lNI>Ut Afilt~B B 9!1. ,HAZ.fiLTON ,B.C. 

Gai'lWtllt: ' 
WbeN4!J1 the litMBD.cool abeolut.• title and tb• 

Abori.ginal t.iu• re11ding tn th• lend that are Within 
the ititlfl!Jlcoil 'Cen'itori.M baa ftflVe?' be ext1ngu.18hfltd 
or 8'\lft"Cder.t to the Bri'-1eh Col bta Oowmaent ad, 

ereaa, tb• K1'1!11moool DeY•r acoepti the 1ndtan 
neeM'lltion• wb.11• ottur Baade dS.d accept their o• 
reservation, but wa au.ryeyed by torce imd d\O"Hs alter 
th• t'WEll\cool Presidcit,Witb hi• ooll ...... s weh thl"O'Wfl 
into Okalla Prison tam ad, 

er.as, the Kitwancool neva accept 'the so called• B.c. Spect.all 
m lieu ot tl'eaty which wee sru.~~ t-o th• Allied Tnbes · 
OE Indi s ot B.c. ot which the Kitwancool wae ,and 1a, aot a 

ber. 
Where.a • ih this eedem ttittes, 'the ltwanco l cermot euntve 
or enjoy the lite ot this very expcai v• modem times bec:auae 
th Kit.wnoool are not allowed to obtain eve a quota of tilllber 
aal .. but are s'till tore.t to live m thi:s very -11 Okalla 
Pri.so R serve \fbile th• Bntisb Colabia Gov..ament ts 
c:Jo ing the lucntive tnlition of th• Kit\'Mbcool al>aolu.t• 
title and the aboriginal Tttle that reaid a in the lan4a 
that re 'td:thill the Kit cool t.erl'itor1es aa ebo'WD Jn Kitwancool 
book known as"Hiatories,Territoriea and Lawa of the lCitwaru:iooltt 

thn.>1»logy in s.c.. 1u11n1or 4 1959; the ~Cld ot the ititwancool 
t rritor·ies ta- Boundary line en>•• at Si mile{preaent ailage) 
on th itvancool -road and it cmeaes at about 14 miles above 'ew Ai:p.n:ah;tb.ace North••t COYering th• .aourc• ot ite IU.ven 
on the Wut eide of aa• Riverand cmasa 1-h• outlet ot Boweer 
lake ad c •••• tb.e · ass River thel"e; ad croaaea the Kiapiox River 
t "Loow-ha•cul•PS! t Which is about )0 oi- 40 mil• up Kiapiox 
R1~; tbcco to ~in.. aomalmtc•ent on the twancool / road as 
aforesaid. (rt>ad leading trom x11vaga to Utwancooll and. 

Wbereu, the itwancool i• bound by its o• Lawa ot old and 
cannot Sl.ll"nmde:r the l1twancool ab.aolute t.1tle and tbtt Aboriginal 
title• nor al>andon i.t 'Without aegotiatlon b7 1117 of an 

· Honourable negotriation and Honourable ••ttl•en\; therefor•, 
G•tl•tn, tine KJ.twenc:ool hereby !ulbly J>N'f tor an Holtova&le 
a•Cotiation. With the Pro'ri.noial Oo•en11um.t .for and Honourable 
Httleet tor th• bclttt ot the Ki~cool and the Pro.'finc• 
ot rl.tiah Columbia forev.-; thie . ta Where th• pnnoi.ple of 
Juatic• &ad good taith appl1u atld. 

Whereae, 1 le th• Wish of Kitwancool oot. to •1iU' an7 litigation 
anywhere U11le•$ it is aboslutely aeceaeaey and, 

; 

ereaa, there are numy ettlGJ"S who dEtait>e to •take otr land 
$hat re Within the Kitwanoool tel"'ri.toJ"J tor ar-g,rtcul'tural 
purposea or lease but, the Kitwancool is unable to allow this; 
tflat ts whytbe Kitwancool hllmbly ray tor and ltonou!"a.bl 
n(t86t1ation and Honourable Bettlcent aa peedilly as }>C)Snible 
to allow aettlora occu11,. lands thia •Pring l 96S .A. D. and, " . 
8her.eae1 th• Itit'Wafloool OlllJ allow 'th• Ntoval. ot tim.Hre th t 
are w!:ehin the Kitwancool territory !n uew ot the tact that 
tires a:ro ulw-..irs destroying ftlua\lle Titnbflrs 1n B.c. duri.n.C 
summer tinle$ Md it i• better to ha?'Vest these Timber. and 1 

Whereas, the Kitwaneool bu interests in the 't1.--nbera "'*Oved 
~ th Kttwancool territor-ies. 



.. 

G•tl••, 1t 11 the ht.able desire of the Ii twaz:tcool 'llO't to wait Eor the so oalled 9 .Indi Clalas Comtidsion because tb.ia 11&tter has been dragging £rut abouu 60 years, MX'e or l••· 

Gentleneft on Al>~il 20,1964 when the llonounble in.i:tter · o.t lands ,;or•st · and Water reSO>uroas opEJn the publio hearing in 
P~ince Ruper\ regarding the applieat1o11 Eor · a t?-e fia1'11 110•ea by the OelgaJ" ,Limited, the Kitwancool p;n,p rly • de it ale r that if the Celga.l" obtains th said licence 11f'ould tm.oroaoh upo.a the Kitwaneool territory herein mentioned• ol'>.1 the other hand, the litwanCf'ttol respect.tully advise t..11.e C;igar Limited to me•\ with the Ki t'Wancool with a vietz · t9 esta'bltah a aatiata·otory apeement; at. that very same mee~ing the Celgar X..it*'- .or the Colmld.a Cel.ullose Prea__tdent promiatd that the -e any and the Kitwaru::ool will work and stand together but,,. ti.> de:te th•d Cea ani s aa well as th• h1n RiY~ !!.Dlber Limited and its auba1diari•• never tul.fill this premilfe but ne'V'er relax their policies and tram do:wn the KS.:twaacool requests te fulfill the pn>:mise "stand wgetber ad work together"; Gentl•a,hee tjie Xi"twan:cool. 1• looked upon with dtstairl and never i:-ecognis«l offieial.11 b·y the Cempanles concenuld that are Within the Kitwanoool territol'J. 

I ' 

Under th• circm.1tstancea. Gep.tlemen:, • the Kt.twancool are Yert aaaious to enter an Honour hle negotiation• With a vi.ow to an Honourable settl ent; thi to a• id any u hes:Yal and unpleasant situation. 
Gentl a, we, th• Kitwanoool aga.in ma'bl7 request a speedy Honourable negotiation £or an Honourable Mttlement. 

' 
Getlemen, tb• Kitwncool understand the nature o~ the Pro'rincial. Government o:f B.c. 'a High Honour •d Dignit7 tb•retore, . according . to th EJ 1'1 twancool . LAW# at Honour _,,...._,,,a.Ung f'ro1n' th Kitwanco 1 's High Dignttai-ys of' anc1en• tS.es, 'Wh10h was handed dom to the preaen\ litwancool to wh1c th• Kitwencool may resort to 1n times like thi•; the Kitwancool again b\nbly pray tor a. $peedy Jlo1t&uft'bl.e nego1:t&tion tor an Benourabl• Attlnent for tbe ben1fit• 0£ th• P't'oV1ne• an4 tb• Kitwaneo 1. 

'to\ll' mo st respeo\MlY 'the Lttwancool February 19,1968 , f ,$1' Pet• Will.la•, 
A.D. 

Pre1idc't of Kit.waoool,, o • c • . Boa 114, li. twanga ,B. c. twin Rlver T~•r Limited.. 
e • e • Bojak togging timitCid. 

c • e • !he Honoul*ab1 • Min1stel" ot Lancis .tMd tore1ts &, Water reso~cea, 
Mr. Willl•t. • Yiotott.a,:a.o. 
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