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Dear Wilson and au,, 

1844 Parkeide Ave 
Concord, California 
Dec 8, 1956 

Although Dr. Hawthorn predicted that I would not write up my findings if I 

did not have to turn in a paper on the Babine, I have managed to get part of the 

woek finished. We will have to see whether or not nis prediction will come true 

for the rest. The enclosed material ie on the phratric organization, hunting 

territories,and the names used by the Babine people. I am adding a couple of 

extra maps of the names used by the Babine in case you want to write on them and 

send them to others. 

The pictures of totem poles are rather sad but I am sending them along just 

in case they may be useful. The information on them is likewise rather vague since 

I did not spend much time on it. 

I have some information on a Carrier prophet who,like Bini, knew of God before 

or';S ' the priests came. His ne.me was Oozecklee. 

\ comment on Bini and then information is vague. 

I could get only an occasional PPflPP 
By the way•Biniwillyu•1e the Carrier 

word for crazy. 

Maxine George told about a woman named Bopah at Stony Creek who aleo told of 

God. I hope to pull t nis materiel together sometime in the next 8 months. 

You maJ recall that I wrote you a note when I was at Babine Lake saying that 

your theory on matrilineal descent did not hold true up there. However, let me 

reviie my ideas after I saw a little more and I think that ypur idea ie even more 

valid. It seems that the Babine have always been in close contact withiGitkean 

at Hazelton as well as their kinsmen at Hagwilgate. There baa also been contact 

with the people at Kiegegas through those at Bear Lake. Therefore, it ie quite 

natural that matrilineal descent is a very definite part of the Babine social 

staucture. In talking with Antoine Williame, who was from Stuart Lake, I learned 

tti,.t l~t ~iff1~tJ/~~%~~ phratrie exogamy is not important. Also both Monica and 

Ablt Joseph, from Stuart Lake are Jileerhu. It would be fair to assume that if 



exogamous pb.ratries did not spread to Stuart Lake probably matrilineal descent 

did not eitb.er. In other words the contact between the Babine Carrier and those 

to the iaet wae probably less intense that their contact with the Gitksan, and 

the idea of matrilineal descent did not spread to the interior to a lllB.rked degree. 

It would be interesting,and poss ible, to find out whether the Takla Lake Indians 

ha.ve lllatrilinee.l descent or not. I understand that a Fisheries launch from Stuart 

Lake makes the trip from Stuart Lake to the »riftwood River several times during 

the summer. If someone with a few contacts with the Fisheries were able to talk 

them into giving a couple of men and a canoe a ride up the River and through Takla 

Lake, they could probably come back from Takla Lake in about a month.. This would 

be a long canoe trip, but much of it would be downstream and I understand that the 

prevailing wind is from the west. These are just random thoughts, but since I may 

take a year off teaching sometime in the next five years to go to school, it might 
or so 

be possible to start school a week/late and spend August and the ftrst two weeks of 

September on such a trip. 

By the way ie Jenness still 11 ving'l If he ie I would like to send him a copy . 

of this materiel. I would also like to have the names and addresses of anyone else 

who might be able to use any of these notes. 
we.a 

Joyce eays to say hello to Della and the little Kew who/jumping up and down in 

the Jolly Jumper. She appreciated the use of your facilities when she fixed her hair 

in Vancouver. And Mike, your •totem pole" is still standing in front of Johnny Kerr's 

cabin. Joyce/ and I had a wonderful vpcation staying with him while we 1 studied" at 

Fort Babine. 

Yours truly, 

%-ckler 
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Dear Mike , 

2545 Hillegass ~ve 
Berkelev 4, California 
June 8, 195q 

The reason for not answerinP your last letter was not lack of 
interest but rather lack of somethin ~ construct i ve to offer . 

The thesis is finally beinr bound after this lonp strufgle . 

Your letter of January ·22 expressed an interest in the article 
on the Babines and mentioned that a comparative t able might be 
incorporafed . I arree that such a table would be useful to 
pull tofether some of the findinfs of this area; hov,ever, I 
felt that the insertion of such a table into the body of this 
paper mip-ht interfere with the cont inui t,r o:' its centra theme , 
i . e ., the disruptive eff'ect of the removal of the we r s . On 
the other hand a comparative table could certainlv follow this 
discussion as a separate section and discuss the details which 
I have cut from this paper . ~uch a table w th a brief discuss on 
could eas lv fit on tvo printed papas or four tvpe ritten pages . 

Such a table and its discussion mi~ht include th8 fol]owin~: 

1 ) A paragraph describin i:i very briefly the 'Ork done by 
JvTor ice , Jenness , Duff', and my~rnlf . 

2 )' A table combinin g- the two which appear on pa,ge f)6 of the 
final draft of mt thesis . In print Stuart rake could be placed 
alonfside the others . 

3) A brief discussion of the inter-relationship of' these 
phratries in the various tribes . 

4) Finally, comments on the verv nature of the phratry in 
this area . we call them phratries, but aren 1 t we borrowin.&" a 
term from the co ast just as the Carriers adanted some of their 
culture :f!rom the coast'? Aren 1 t these really clans'? nan el 
Grossman brings thi~ out I believe, ~it I haven ' t seen his work 
as yet . 

As I mentioned before , this comparison coulc be done very briefly . 

Incidentallv, I have a negative photosta t ,:,wh ch covers B½dc il.I inches 
for each of the three maps which apoears in the thesis . ~hev . are 
slop oi ly done; I was sick of' the work by tne t irne T final Jy pre pare '" 
the India ink coov . Powever, you are welcome to it if you like . 
ActuaJJy , if vou do use thP map ~hich T sent a profess onal will 
do a muc h neater job . 

This summer I will be goinr- to Vienna to studv for a vear . T hope 
to leave June 2~rd . If you are interested in the above let me 
know and T 'll get it off right a ay . Tf vou are interested in a~v 
sources that mip-ht be found n thA Nationa l Iibrarv in Vienna 
let me know and I'll try to f ~d them . 
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