
At the time of their first contact with Europeans, people speaking the 

Haida (HIGH-da) language owned and utilized that part of the northern North-
in British Columbia 

west Coast consisting of the Queen Charlotte Islands/and the southern half of 

Prince of Wales Island in Alaska. 
\ 

Well renenbered traditions of both the Haida and Tlingit confirm that 

the Alaskan Haida, who are known collectively as Kaigani, are invaders from 

the north-western parts of Graham Island who moved north across Dixon Entrance 

,/ a few decades before 1the arrival of European traders 
/yrf; 6?'!; ]Mi- • f l.J J~~ for });) f~ villages in former Tantakwan Tlingit territory,/some 

their Tlingit place-names. 

and established several 

of which they retained 

Linguistically a single language, Haida was formerly spoken in a number 

of minor dialects. In recent times these have been reduced to two: the Skidegate 

dialect of the southern Queen Charlottes and the Masset dialect of the northern 

Charlottes and Alaska. In earlier times the Kunghit-Haida of the southernmost 

islands are said to have spoken a noticeably different dialect. ~ #~~,_. ~ _ 
(l'Z<-t lv..-i , /9{, f / r k--?~ "~ Jt,.. r~ -~/!'). //, ~ ~_f«r~ ;z,.,,;t..<, 
11-4, If '- /..A.(, "'';;'f ~ ~ ,,,,__ 3 µ,'"'~ (/ r ""- ,0 / 5.6....h; ~ / h~ ,._.._,-\.. 
~H::fda( is ~c~sida~~d .A:.o be a language of the Nadene Stock, r elated distantly 

h-{~t~~ 
to Tlingit and even more dista~tly to Eyak and the Athapaskan family. Its dist-

ribution within the Nadene Stock would seem to indicate that it has a time depth 

of several ~illenia on the northern coast. (L ·~(, 1111 > 
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