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| . : ORIGINAL ARTICLES. .
America, North. With Plate I—J. ~ Breton.
Tsimshian Crest Poles at Hazelton and Kishpiox, B.C. By 94
A. C. Breton. :
< A few notes and sketches made in October 1916 may be worth recording now
‘that the crest-poles of northern British Columbia are decaying and are not likely
to be replaced. . : ;
On the voyage from Vancouver to Prince Rupert the only poles seen are at .
Alert Bay, an island “harbour near the north end of Vancouver Island. Unfortu-
nately the direct steamcrs do not stop there. Otherwise the coast, both of mainland
and islands, is mountainous and covered with thick forest. Approaching the new .
port of Prince Rupert, many ancient village-sites are noticeable on the shores of “the
neighbouring islands, from the bright greeu colour of the clam-shell heaps. Prince
Rupert itself was dense forest until ‘1907, but is now cleared in the deadly way
customary out west, leaving only six miles of rock and bog. The Grand Trunk
Pacific goes from there along the water’s edge to the entrance of the great fiord of
the Skeena river and up that for some hours, passing fish canneries
where the Indians work in summer. Formerly it was a fortnight’s
voyage in a large canoe from Port Essington, at the mouth of the
Skeena, up to the forks where the Bulkley joins it. :
There is no sign of Indian life until Gitwingak (or Kitwanga
“as the railway calls it), is reached, about 168 miles from Prince
Rupert, and in the drier, more open region with great mountain
masses, where the rivers have cut secondary valleys through vast
accumulations of debris, and bunting and fishing are easy. The
_ various missionary enterprises divided the villages amongst them, .
and Gitwingak does great credit to the Rev. A. E. Price (Church
of England), who was there for many years, built a good church,
and printed a useful primer or Gitksian Reader, all done by Indian
help. Across the river, about 1} miles below Skeena Crossing, is
another village with poles. : : i ;
. Hazelton is a few miles further, un a delta, where the Bulkley
and Skeena join. The Indian name was Kitanmaksh (fishing by
torchlight). If, was a Hudson’s Bay Post in the midst of the
Indian reservation, to which the greater part of the site still
belongs, though most of the Indian houses are on a bank above the
Skeena. They are small, modern houses, the old barn-like ones Fia. 3.— LOWER
that held a family in each corner, with the fire in the middle, PART OF POLE 1
having been abandoned. The poles are in front of the latter, and (DRTA S S
are said to have been carved about thirty years ago by a man s B
from Naas, though they are so moss-covered, split, and worm-eaten, that it was
difficult to believe this. In the sketeh (Fig. 1) the details of the two farthest do
not show. The secoird has some cleverly carved animals climbing on it. The end
one (Fig. 3) has a seated figure with grotesque face, and hands in the typical
Mexican gesture for eating, but were said by an Indian informant not to mean that,
though he could not give the actual meaning.  Above, threc small seated figures,
with hands raised, the palms outwards, were said to be praying. Still higher is a
human figure with small faces incised on the shoulders, clbows and knees, and out-
standing beak. The most interesting of these poles is by the ‘road, where is also
a short hollow pole with rudely earved animal head on top.
The cemetery, on the plateau above, has many very curious little burial chapels,
in which the clothes, portraits, and boxes of the dead, are displayed, There are some
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