




Victorian Solves History of 
·Carving Unearthed at 

Kispiox 

Prince Rupert, Oct. 7.-W. Beynon, 
of Victoria has been investigating the 
native carved stone that was dis-
cltvered recently at Kispiox. It was 
dug up by some wo. kmen who were 
making a road and thrown to one 
side with the, rest of the dirt and 
rock. A native woman who was pass-
ing saw it and told her people about 
it. 

Mr. Beynon says that there is noth-
ing prehistoric about the stone. It is 
the crest of the Gitsen . tribe of In-
dians and on one of the totems at 
Kispiox is found the same emblem. 

It was rather a difficult matter 
looking up the history of the stone. 
Mr. Beynon visited the district and 
took no apparent interest in the new 
find. He; went to the older people and 
talked to~thew about their early his-
tory and tradi-::ions and got them to 
sing thei1' •dirge songs in which the 
traditions ·of the tribes are recounted. 
In some of thes' dirge songs the two 
stones are nientioned, the crest, the 
history of which he was investigating 
and the big stone on which tlie slaves 
were sacrificed. 

Mr. Beynon says that the stone will 
be the excuse for a good tnany cele-
bration.s during the coming winter 
and the village possessing it will come 
in for a good many presents, and I 
much honor. That is the chief reason 
why they refuse to part with · it. It 
was brought to its present site when 
the Indians migrated years ago and is 
probably several hundred years old. 
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ir: 
Referring to your letter of tho 23r • ult . re[,a.r -

.· ing the Stone- slab being unearthed rece ·tl ne r the .lspiox 
Village I nou beg to inf oro · ou the.t , u:p to le.st TI9nk the 
stone was in t'.e _Jocsnssion of an Inclian by th~ ncrae of Billy 
{ illiams of Kispio:.,: , zince ":;hon , I an infor.:J.r'L , ~ I r . -'JC on 
of Port &i:r.r son Wa.E .:.n H~cl ton 1:.1 the inter ) ;;,.. of ti:iO mus-

UI!lS in nw.York and rhi:adelphia. 

l.J.I' . Beynon state cl in haste to my informant as he 
was lo vi Hazel .. --0 t h a: c 11 goo con c -j. on,;,.i n an 
would \7rite to my i~fo~mnnt "tlo full aaco~nt of tho stone u1c 
its history! 

.y informant has supplied me uith a •ilm of tr..c 
stone for which he iu asl:ing th, suo of .t2 .oo , and ho also 
tells oe th ... t ho ha.s ... good wa;-: im:_;r ssion of a part o:: t:C.is 
stone . Tho stone , it ~s stat Cle-:. , uas found on tho Gov rnmont 
wagon road about 1 .. : miles from ..... i:,;;~io:z: Ville."'e in a .... orthe:·ly 
dir ction , but I have be n unable to leai·n -;1hC"the1· ~it wa13 
found o. the Ki~pio~ I:1dian Reserve . 

I \lOUld be r•lacl to be informed if "OU dO'"'ire to 
purchase the 2ilm t. t I ow have in my possession . 

.. 

I have the honou1· to be , 
ir , 

You.rs obodic ntly , 

Government ., ... znnt • 
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In reply to your iett ,:!._' of t:tc ' ... 3::cd. lll ·~ . re a stone 

slab being un arthed recently near "ispiox illaJc , I rAgret 

to aJ at tho pres nt ti e I am not in poos ssion of ny 

authent.:.c in:formatio1 , but ~ill endeavour to procure same , 

:rhich will be pass d on to you upon rocoipt . 

Unfort1':.nately , I have been unable t.o s .e th stone in . 
question . I am in.Lo:!..·mod one of the Indil:!.#!s in th0 Kispiox 

Villas. , a dista ce of ninrJ m.:.los from H~zelton took possAs-

s ion of it ..... nd claims "it as tribal relic . 

I w.:11 also endeavour to :procuro pl.1.oto of this cr.:r .:.o. 

I have t~o ho. our vO u O, 

i.J •• , ...... ' 

ou:rs obea.iontl~, 

? 
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