


d Ltvnn, Otorenry Cositly, L95D -

v

F et G,%d.,,‘» e /969 - e J
T Bl e AR
| M\d ‘ . Y
D Begngne id. 3
k - CGihtrre Samas 7
~ Lgecy How ,




o -‘-’-«n@u %

oL A

7@” g

}’I m staymé

./

Uy, }1 ,Lf:;/ '7‘4_

in NDP ranks

Calder tells Ieglslature

By NEALE ADAMS
Sun Vlctorla Bureau

VICTORIA — Former cabi-
net minister Frank Calder
plans to stick with the New
- Democratic Party, he said

Tuesday.

At the end of his first
speech in the legislative since
being sacked as minister with-
out portfolio last summer,
Calder said the party had
given him his start and he
was sticking with it.

“I’'m not a W. A. C. Ben-
nett,” he said, referring to the
former Social Credit premier
who “switched parties before
he came into power. ‘“He
knew when to cross the floor.
I'm just a little guy.”
~ Rumors had been floating
‘before Calder spoke that he
was gomg to switeh parties or
resign because of differences

_with the government. :
~ “I have no intention of
going ~ anywhere -and doing
anything but be faithful in my
duties,” said the Atlin MLA,
to applause from the govern-
ment side.
- Earlier in the speech, oppo-
sition ‘members had yelled
“Come over, come over”
when Calder was critical -of
mining policy.

Calder, the first Indian
MLA in Canada,_ was given re-
sponsibility for Indian Affairs
when the government took of-
fice in September 1972. \

Premier Dave Barrett
asked him for his resignation
on July 31 for an unexplained
reason.

Later reports indicated Cal- .

der had been fired for person-
al indiscretions and Victoria
police confirmed he had spent
several hours in jail on April
27 while intoxicated.

Calder said he was not
happy with his involvement in
“a certaininstance that
caused my dismissal.”

“If I owe an apology, 1 owe

- it to the whole house.”

Even though he had been
dismissed, the government
had no reason to dismiss two
of his aides hired to work on a
report, he said. The govern-
ment had decided to let them
go at the end of the month.

They are his former execu-
tive assistant, Reginald Kelly, -

and his research assxstant‘

- Mrs. Eleanore Beyel:. 2t

'FRANK CALDER
+« . Urges Indian policy

Calder said they could have
finished the report after he
left his post. ;

The former minister said
that he had decided what he
was going to recommend

~ when he was fired, and had

decided to pass on the recom-
mendations as a pnvate mem-
ber. ,
The province should, m his
opinion, do the following: ~

® Recognize Indian com-

.munities’ as municipalities if

requested to do so by their
band councils;

@® Extend all provincial ser-
vices to Indian municipalities
granted to other communities
unconditionally — if the Indi-

"ans want them;

® Restore mineral rights to
Indian reserves;
©® Enter into negotiations

about land settlements along ).

with the federal government;

" @ Give back to Indian re-

serves about 37,000 acres of

lands cut off from reserves

by the province unilaterally in
the early part of the century,
or compensatlon for the land
if it is in public use.

Calder said he opposed a
separated department for In-
dian Affairs.

He praised the govern-
ment’s takeover of the Colum-
bia Cellulose Forest Company.

“Those people,” he - said

“were ready-to put their ties

‘and shorts into suitcases and’
. leave the country and J.eave,
o ush&gh anddsy™ - .

He asked for an extensxon of
public services in the north —
more housing, highways, air
ambulances, educational
grants for northern children,
and forest development.

He was critical of mining
policy, stating that the gov-
ernment mustencourage
more exploration, but not un-
dertake exploration itself un- |
less it wants to “run the cof-

. fers broke.”

He suggested that the gov-
ernment set up a commission
to investigate poverty, and
pay particular attention to
northern rural poverty, in-
cluding that on. Indian re-
serves.

All these requests he said,
had been made to ministers
privately.

“I have been dlscouraged
by some of the letters I have
received from some of the
ministers,” he said. “Go. up
north and see for yourself.”

- After finishing the first part

of his speech, Calder said it
had been prepared for the
throne speech debate but
added: “I never got a chance
to speak.”

Don.Phillips (SGSouth
Peace River) called out that
by allowing the throne speech
debate to end two weeks ago,

* the premier had muzzled his

own members.

Speaker Gordon Dowding
asked Phillips to withdraw his
interjection saying: “I called
upon members of this house
to speak and nobody stood
up-”'

Phillips then withdrew his
remark.
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