
Spirit ,dancing rests on high tenets 
Sir - I have Just read your front page 

article in The Vancouver Sun of Feb. 28 
entitled "Indian Describes Barbaric Rit-
ual." 

I am a white woman, wife of a promi-
nent member of a Fraser Valley com-
munity. I prefer to remain anonymous 
to protect many Indian friends from em-
barrassment or harassment. 

Due to the courtesy and kindness of 
many native people, my husband and I 
have had the great privilege of attend-
ing many gatherings of Coast Salish In-
dians at longhouses on the Lower Main-
land and in Washington State. We have 
also been permitted to witness initia-
tions into the Spirit Dance Society of 
Coast Salish people and we have had 
many long conversations with Indian 
leaders and ritualists from many tribes. 

Your reporter Rose's secret informant 
talks about liquor and the ceremonials. 
Alcohol is absolutely banned from all 

the longhouses we have attended and is 
not taken by Spirit Dancers themselves. 
1 have seen only two impaired specta-
tors out of thousands at different gath-
erings. These two men were kindly but 
firmly escorted out. 

Whatever goes on at Comox, it is un-
fair and untrue to represent all Spirit 
Dancers as sex maniacs practising their 
diabolical, orgiastic rites in secret. 

Mr. Rose is again )Vrong in saying 
that so-called enlightened Indian leaders 
are trying to lead their people away 
from this "Dark Age Ritual," and is 
mistaken in the belief that they sit in 
fear and trembling of the "Dreaded 
Dancers." Many propiinent Indian lead-
ers are in favor of the high moral and 
transcendental tenets. 

The members of the Spirit Dance Soci-
ety (Silyoan) here are exceptionally fine 
men and women. Their leader is a man 
of high moral rectitude and can take his 
place with men of integrity anywhere. 

White people must realize that a few 
Indian people have been made so sick 
by their contact with white society that 
they turn on their own people. 

I can tell Mr. Rose the real reason 
why his informant was "taken" (to be a 
dancer). Some member of his family, 
feeling he needed help, turned to their 
own people for a traditional remedy. I 
wish Mr. Rose had investigated the 
"dropped charges" further. He may 
have found a well-meaning relative 
doing their best for someone · they 
thought needed help. 

Distress on Indian reserves, . like dis-
tress everywhere else, is caused by alco-
hol, drugs, despair and hopelessness. 
Many eminent and informed members 
of white society including world-
renowned doctors and anthropologists, 
believe that Silyoan helps Indian people 
to cope with these social ills. 

NAME WITHHELD 
Chilhwack 
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'I'm staying in NOP ranks,' 
Calder tells legislature 

Ey NEALE ADAMS 
Sun Victoria Bureau 

VICTORIA - Former cabi-
net minister Frank Calder 
plans to ..stick with the New 
Democratic Party, he said 
Tuesday. 

At the end of his first 
speech in the legislative since 
being sacked as minister with-
out portfolio last summer, 
Calder said the party had 
given him his start and he 
was sticking with it. 

"I'm not a W. A. C. Ben-
nett," he said, referring to the 
former Social Credit pren«ier 
who switched parties before 
he came into power. "He 
knew when to cross the floor. 
I'm just a little guy.'' 

Rumors had been floating 
before Calder spoke that he FRANK CALDER 
was going to switch parties or ••• urges Indian policy 
resign because of differences 
with the government. Calder said they could have 

"I, have no intention of finished the report after he 
going anywhere and ·doing left his post. 
anything but be faithful in my The former minister said 
duties," said ·the Atlin MLA, that he had decided what he 
to applause from the govern- was going to recommend 
ment side. when he was fired, and had 

Earlier in the speech, oppo- decided to pass on the recom• 
sition members had yelled mendations as a private mem-
"G.ome over, come over" ber. 
when Calder was critical of The province should, in his 
mining policy. opinion, do the following: ' 

Ca:lder, the first Indian • Recognize Indian com-
MLA in Canada, was given re- ,munities · as municipalities if 
sponsibility for Indian Affairs requested to do so by their · 
when the government took of- band councils; 
fice in September 1972. • Extend all provincial ser-

P r e m i e r Dave Barrett vices to Indian municipalities 
asked him for his resignation granted to other communities 
on July 31 for an unexplained unconditionally - if the Indi-
reason. · ans want them; 

Later reports indicated Cal• , • Restore mineral rights to 
der had been fired for person- Indian reserves; 
a:l indiscretions and Victoria O Enter into negotiations 
police confirmed he had spent about land settlements along 
several hours in jail on April with the federal government; 
27 while intoxicated. ' • Give back to Indian re-

Calder said he was not serves about 37,000 acres of 
happy with his involvement in lands cut off from reserves 
"a certain instance that by the province unilaterally in 
caused my dismissa:l." the early part of the century, 

"If I owe an apology, I owe or compensation for the land 
it to the whole house." if it is in public use. 

Even though he had been Calder said he opposed a 
dismissed, the government separated department for In-
had no reason to dismiss two dian Affairs. 
of his aides hired to work on a He praised the govern-
report, he said. The govern- ment's takeover of the Colum-
ment had decided to let them bia Cellulose Forest Company. 
go at the end of the month. "Those people," he ~aid 

They are his former execu- "were ready. to put their ties 
tive assistant, Reginald Kelly, and shorts into suitcases and 
and his research assistant leave the country and leave 
Mrs. Eleanore Beyer. us high and dry." 

He asked for an extension of 
public services in the north -
more housing, highways, air 
a m b u l a n c e s, educational 
grants for northern children, 
and forest development. 

He was critical of mining 
policy, stating that the gov-
ernment must e n c o u r a g e 
more exploration, but not un-
dertake exploration itself un-
less it wants to "run the cof-
fers broke." 

He suggested that the gov-
ernment set up a commission 
to investigate poverty, and 
pay particular attention to 
northern rural poverty, in-
cluding that on Indian re-
serves. 

All these requests he said, 
had been made to ministers 
privately. 

"I have been discouraged 
by some of the letters I have 
received from some of the 
ministers," he said. "Go up 
north and see for yourself." · 
. After finishing the first part 

of his speech, Calder said it 
had been prepared for the 
throne speech debate but 
added: "I never got a chance 
to speak." 

Don ,P hi 11 i p s (SC-South 
Peace River) called out that 
by allowing the throne speech 
debate to end two weeks ago, 
the premier had muzzled his 
own members. 

Speaker Gordon Dowding 
asked Phillips to withdraw his 
interjection saying: "I called 
upon members of this house 
to speak and nobody stood 
up.". 

Phillips then withdrew his 
remark. 
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