
HAIDA LINEAGES (AS OF c4 187Ql 

Kunghit-People 

Ravens 

(]4hd A ~ (1-YI p, ..JJ ,. I 
Rl XafQ lanas (Striped-Town-People). Own~d five 

s named sites in Kunghi t territory o /I , . , 

R2 

El 

E2 

R3 

R4 
I 

Rla Slaves. ~-

Rlb Narrow-Strait-Town-People. Owned their origin site in Burnaby Narrows. 
Ttid11- ~ • t1_ ·1 ' (,J .. 
Sana-Town-People. uwned three houses in Ninstints and three sites including 

Qaidju or Songs-of-Victory Town on Benjamin Point. Their chief at Qaidju 
was Kanskinai. One of their sites was on Atana (House Island), a place of 
much traditional importance to the Haida. 

0 d,1 (/ 
R2a Those-Born-At-Songs-of-Victory -Town. Owned a single house in Ninstints 

and four named sites. One of their chiefs was named Xoya "Raven", which 
was the name of Koyah, the most proMinsnt chief of the region in the 
1790s (Duff and Kew, 1957). 

Eagles frrrn ~' 1i dA7~ ~~« ~14 ~ /7 

Saki qegawai ~Those-Born-Up-The-Inlet). This lineage owned the site of 
Ninstints village, and their chief Nanstins "One equal to two') was the 
town chief throughout the 19th Century. They owned four houses in the 
village and three other named sites. 

Kunghi t qegawai (Those-Born-In-The-South'3rn-Part-of-the-Islands). Owned 
one site and occupied four houses in Ninstints. They also owned a house 
at Chaatl. 

E2a :bdar:id1Jmpbl Powerless/'fown-People (one house in Ninstints). 

E2b Stagi-Town-People (one house in Ninstints). 

East Coast of Moresby Island 

Ravens 

Those-Born°-At-Qadasgo Cre8k (Church c7e~k). Occupied ten houses in Tanooo 
1i~ "' (',.._,.._.. , • ar~ ~"· 

Those-Born-At-Qagials. This important Iineage ownP.d four sit~s including 
Skedans village, where it occupied six houses. Its chief was Gidansta OB 
"Skedans", the town chief. 1 ,, 1 / /' 

R4a Peninsula-People (eleven houses in Skedans). 

R4b People-of-Qoga; (McKay's Harbour). Occupied three houses in Skedans. 
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Eagles 
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~ 
Those-Born-At-Qona (Skedans). Owning Tanoo and three other sites, this ~!"-' 

important lineage owned one house there and three in Skedans. Its chief 
.i was thr;i town chief oftfianoo •. In 11early historic times the chief was named 

( ) sou eas~ wina Xeu Clew, Kloo , ana is name was applied to the villa.&e• In more 7,cent 
times the chief was Gitkun. ~/ ,,_,,.._,,. "'""r! ~ ~/ ..... I' ' 
~I ~<#J~ ('fof"/'f'J..) ~~ ~ ,/ 
E3a Lake-Peopie. - V. 

EJb Common-Food-Steamers (two houses in Tanoo) 0 -~ ~ ~....., 

E4 Djigua-Town-People. A large lineage owning 13 houses in Tanoo and three 
in Skedans, as well as two sites on Lyell Island. One of its early 
chiefs, Skitgades (Skitkatees) was frequently mentioned in early trade 
journals. 

E4a Mountain-Woman's-Children. / ~ ,..~ 1'!.u,,o.i. ~"Pl'-

E5 Witch-People. This line~e owned Cum~h~W? yillage, from whose chief Gomsiwa 
it has taken its name. ...f 6J,vf?,,( d.t J -

E5a Low-Ground-People (ninP. houses in Cumshewa including that of the 
town chief) • $. ~ " u -tZ- ~ -' tN, /:~ ,....., .,.. ~ • / • ' · ,; 

<---'( K ; " .......... 

E5b High-Ground-People (three houses in Cumshewa). 

E5c Up-Inlet-People (eight houses in Cumshewa). 

Skidegate Inlet 

Ravens 

R5 Seaward-Sqoaiadas. Traditionally one of the most important Raven lineages, 
it was th~ a'tlci•mt owner of several sites, including (anciently) Skidegate J 14~. 
and Daxu~ts members occupied three ~ouses in Skidegate. . . 

t. .JA _, m"",,...,.~ .. l"f,.J t-~.......... {);'...,( ... ~ / ~i "-' /.( ~ ~ :.,;t,.~ ..,..,J 

R6 Skidegate-Town-People. AlSo of great •nistorical impdrtance, th'is lineage ~.H/r r.;; 
two houses in Skidegate and two sites in t he vicinity. 7 ~ 
R6a Those-Born-At-Skidegate 

R7 Sea-Otters (extinct by 1870). 
~ . /',, 

I>~ ''t"" a 1- .,.___., -s v~ ~ r .;:,~ 
RS Teopl~-of-the-town-~here-they-al~ays-g~ve-away-f~dd~ Owned one- house . 

in Skidegate an<} one- &i te-o . . 
.µ,,,.,,_,,,, ~'" t 

Thoee-Born-at-Naikun (f].ose Spit). The traditional owners of Rose Spit 
and the village ~f' athlingskun, this lineage came to occupy three housBs I, 
in Skidegate. Its chief was called Dladjanqona "great breaking of \.laves", ~ 
and the name was held i n recent times by John Robson and his IV' • 

the Revr, Peter Kell y. v..,,. _ , ,,_Jul ~ 1" 7 _ L ,A ~j#-;; ; 
I () V ~';,, ~r j I -, 

RlJa Standing-Water-People. y»,,_/qo." f p....,,,, · 
./~ 
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9 

E6a 

E6b 

Big-House-People. The chief ofi this sub-lineage was also the chief 
of E6 and town chief of Skidegate. In recent times his name has been 
Sgedagits; more anciently it was Yestaqana (the Nsstacanna of the 
j,ournals of the 1860s). Occupied six houses in Skidegate. 

Rotten-House-People., Own~rs of one other site, this group had two 
houses in Skidegate and one in Masset. 

E6c Servants-of-the-Gitins. /l'UJt~ 'ft c. ~ ~ ~ 
E6d Lgalaigu;-Town-People. 

Lana tcaadas., _ ~ ~H 
.J ,z....._ 

Seaward-Eagles (five houses in Skidegate and two sites)., 

, ~ 
West Coast People 

Ravens 
J &./~ 

I t 9a'xe {.J" I a'i? e:.. J "tn~· -1~ ~ " ~-&-<.. .,.... ,,_ 
Pebble -Town-People. The owne'rs of Chaatl village, this line age owned four 
houses thereo Their chief was Nankilstlas "He whose voice is obeyed", the 
traditional name of the culture hero Raven. He also owned a house in 
Kaisun. When the West Coast People moved to Heina this chief, who was 
known as Captain Gold, did not accompany them but built a house near~~ 
Skidegate at Pebbleffown. ,. ._ ;:- ,,... 

. l 

R9a Chieftainess' s-Children. 

I ?'Jo ::5 
SL..-1,...~ 

lo3o-to;. 
N~ 

-

(. 'u .. 
R9b Food-Steamers (one house in Kaisun). '/ ~ ,_i,o( l&z- ' ~ 

' a ... ·r <'.....- .,... ~· ;e...... ,(J . et 
Sqoa~adas ("successful fishermen"'?). This lar ge lineage owned six house sf>-- t/.. t. 
in Chaatl, three in Kaisun, and one in Cumshewa. When they moved into ~ _$~.J..(;_:7 ' 
Heins they occupied only three houseso 110~ 

1.JA..sfo 
RlOa Those-Born-at-Hippa Island (two sites, two houses in Chaatl, and 

later, one at Heina)o 

Rll Those-Born-on-the-Stasaos-Coast. This group, which had occupied four 
houses in Kaisun and two in Chaatl, came to occupy three in Heinao 

Rlla Those-Born-in-the-Ninstints-Country. J~~~-~ 
~/ ~ .,_~ 

Pitch-Town-People. These were an ancient and soMewhat primitive group 
who occupied sections of the wast coast south of Kaisun (six named sites) 
before the otlier West Coast people moved out from Skidegata Inlet. They 
may have had a more primitive form of Haida culture; for example, it is 
said that they lacked a crest system. ...,,,. ) .,,_9 1 
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R9 18. Lth~ ai t Lrnnas, of Lth~ait, a point of land near Skirlegate 125 
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Eagl'9S 

E8 Pebble-Town Gitins. This lineage occupied four houses in Chaatl and one 
in Ninstints, and on ~oving in from the west coast built two houses at 
Heina, the site of which they bought from R5. 

E9 

ElO 

E8a Those-Born-on-the-Seaward-Side-of-Pebble-Town (one house in Chaatl). 

E8b Middle-Gitins (four houses in Chaatl, one in Heina). 

E8c Up-Inlet-Eagles (one house in Chaatl). 

E8d Those-Born-at-Pebble-Town (one housP. in Chaatl; one in Heina). 

---E-Be Oweandas (two }rouse-s in Olma tl). LJ 

~ 4... 51,~~ ~ ~ hv , '~""" ~ ~ lV c.. 
People-of-Sea-Lion-Towno The rKain line.~ge of Kaisun, they owned the(villa~~ . ) 
and two other named sites, and occupied seven houses ~ -~ ~A.:/r/--
~ '( A ~t- r:...... M ~I • f < 7'£<-z;; ~ ~ r-, ~~,,_ ~ ' ''"· . f _,, I' I 

Stasaos-Town-People. The ownArs of Chaatl prior to the arrival of R9, -U. ~---c;.._, 
this lineage lived in four houses in Kaisun ~ , · t:,.e. .z;__..r .-.:. 

Northam Graham Island 
• • l-J7 / ~-t tCfo"f",f· 

1 .. ~ _,.,, ' ·:.,!:" ;.!(~. ~i '1: , ,,, , :;:n~ <.., - /kb - a.. 6 ,.v-<,, ~ z. J r., ~~ ) .,,,( 
~, 1~A-5- f-f Rl4 Point-Town-People. This lineage owned the site of Hiellen, where it 
f<dr~ occupied two houses and its <;hief Giathlins was town cpief. It also 

t; ( owned two houses in~ Ma~o 11 1 1~: I~ I~ A-· ; 7 r ,( ~ 61 
~~ ,,,,~ ~ l ---- ·(' 

111rA r Rl4a Rocky-Coast-Point-Town-People- (three houses in Kayang) •. kc's~~__, r:.--~ 
(SI tJf. 
~~ Rl4b Hiellen-River-Point-Town-People (two houses in Kayang). 

"f.P' ' Rl4c Up-Inlet-Point-Town-People (three houses in Kayang). 
y,,.J .. <Jv7l 

Rl4d Yakan-River•Point-Town-People. 0 / ..... 

;" ,,.. 7 ~ J,,--u /;. /,.;0,~<;( 11~~ 
Rl5 Rear-Town-People. ~ 'r ~ ~ ,,,,,f..), ' I~ ..... bY;-..d to c. I f";; uf..f 

f/inJ/ctM-1J ,t~f...t ~ ~ 1(,1' ,1//,.,.·t. Sr£ c-i-<. 7 H~ ,,,.,., l1:>u ~~~ r-.,.t.7 ,, 
Rl5a Masse t-Inlet-Rear-Town-People. The owners of t he si ta of Yan 

village, this lineage lived in seven houses there. 

Rl5b Rocky-Coast-Rear-Town-People. 
'f c...,k.ou YI 

Rl5c Yakan-River-Rear-Town-People (four houses in Yan)o 
Do ~ w~ --r 

Rl5d West-Coast-Rear-Town-People. Living in three houses in Yaku, 
this group were owners of the site and also of three sites on the 
west coast, including Tian village. {7'>_,,, r,., ~ _,.... /"' /~ 
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R14 13. Kwun Lennas, vho liv~d at Rose Spit. 125 

R15 ' r 7 •• S tling Lennas' of Y~n 124 - - " -
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Rl6 Skidaogao •( "Skidao ' s cnephews") . This lineage, under the town chief 
Sigai, was the traditional owner of the site of Masset (Etta'Was), until 
he "gave" the Yillage to his son Weah (E14) in the 1850s . Thay occupied 
six houses in Masset .~ - c_ - '· ., - • - " 

(}-V-<-1'- - i -M~ -t). ~ · - ·~ ' ~y·ll~ ~,..._..,/~ 
L --- · - Rl7 c-od~eople (one house n asse o ~ 7 ~~~ '7J> .._ _ 11":>.-!f'j 
f ~'I/fl j I 

\\ Rl8 

Rl9a 

lf E12 

Sgaganusili . -~ 
26. Sahagunglisili, who 125 

Masset-Inlet-Middle ;-To'Wn-People. Occupying three houses in Masset, 
this was a sub-lineage of the Yaku lanas (Rl9), the rest of whom moved to 
Alaska (see below) . '"Gfo /<E"'e' ;,,,,d.Ji.'~i 12. Ou yaku Ilnige , .. on the eRst side 

of Mass t 125 . 
~~ ,/ 19 r ~ '"> Eag1~s _ ~ ~ ...,p. . II.~,._. 

~ °'-~ vT~: .41 't-.t.1?7:(1 •I Q/,,.,.., ~. Gitans-Lfving-Up-Masset-Inlet . The O'Wrtevs of Kayang village, 
-occupied five nouses -thereo r ~ ~ ·- - r . ~ 

~ ._ r 

this group 

El2a Sandpipers (two houses in Kayang). -,.. ._ . . ..... ,.. ~ ... ,. 
ff ElJ Gitans or Eagles - of-Masset (one house in Masset). 

8 . Kittrns, who lived at the west end of Masset . 125 
El3a "Gitans-of-Maman-River · (four "houses in Masset; «5ne in Yaku) • . 

El3b Gitans-of-Sqadjins-River (one house in Masset) . 

El3c Rocky-Coast-Eagles (one house in Masset)o 
<o.r. <1 ?lto..1 !a.'9 \l 

.µ El4 Sgadjuga~-Town-People. '!'he lineage of Chief Weah (Wiha), who 'Whs "given" 
. Masset by his father Sigai (R16) and became the first of a series C).f tow!). 

chiefs bearing that name, this lineage owned five house~. J-4"~~ 

El5 

El6 

El9 

54Jt4 1Ja•-6 -~ "~ ~~ MvfM-· ~ 7oA ~ 6~1 '/ ;.:J,A-Ci-t t.o~...., t""' _ 
Gi tans-of-Widja-Town. r--.--r) /]..._ f' y ...... -v YJkr r- ~~ ~~-iJ,..~ 

.~ µ .-vc y.__.. ~o I-,,...,, 
Gitans-of-Toika-Town. /the chief of this lineage, which occupied three · .1~ 
houses in Yan, was StH:ta (Steel ta), one of the highest chiefs of the "'~H 
northern villages. 

6 . 'Ch!"chkiton§', who lived at a village below Yen TRSC 124 
Gitans-of-Tcets-Town (four houses in Yan, one in Masset).~ A-:' ..f'.,,t 
Te.e-t~ • 5N·,-'. n "- 11 

People-of-Djus-Island. The chief's name was Gunia, p9rhaps ~descended 
from the famous Cunneah of Kiusta of earlJA contact times. "'~ 

: ~-,.. -'"' ~ 

Up-Inl~t-Town-Pe_ople. The owners of Kung ~~l~age, they occupied five houses 
there and owned two sites on ~aden Harbour·; ~ 

El9a Those-Who-Left-The-West-Coast (three houses in Kung) . 

E20 Gitans-of-the-West-Coast (two houses in Yaku, three sites on Hippa Island). 
/. 
I" --r 
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Skidoukou is the name <hf Laig's tribe, means, "men who could lay eggs and hatch 
trouble 11 ringleaders in all wickigdn°ss, and caused more trouble than ~my other 
tribe~, so called this mn reproach. Also called Sige Lennas. .!.r~$C 1~7 
1~ .. ~kidotlkou, wl!o U~~d ~n_ ~9he ~vil~~ge ~n:::w. ~all€1d Ma_ssei(. 012~ r 

r - - '] \,.j :.. ' _J.. ) f - ,-. • ~r r ~ ·- t. r ":... 

,... ,.., ..., r J - r ,.. .... ("' 

R17 Kianosiii is the . name of Kougay's tribe. Kian .is th~ name of ,a_ species of 
codfi sh, which have a projection in the chin, and as some were said to be like t~e 
co'dfish about the chin, they were aqc0~ingly ·-eallad-• .,.. ~"Cod-fish-:. ~ophr. Harrison 
TRSC ·ul27 . 

10. Kianasil!, who lived at a village !)ear Nedan. 1~5:: r 

IV:' k~ 1nf$'!',~' ~~~~: ~~~· .. _ 
t -. I - -
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E12 Shagwi Ki tone - Shagwi "Up" Ki tone • ""'!Eagle 1~ !J.!he oo-ople -0f this tribe 
WERE CALled "the men who live on high as the eagle" because they lived in the 
uppermost village up Masset ~nle-t. - Ha-rris-on ~TRSC- 121 r r ·-
14. S:hagwiki tone, who lived neat' Yagwun River 125 
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9. $ahajugwanr alt~ 1ennas, ~wh0 lived -in th~ -centre of Massetr 125rr 
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4. Shagwau Lennas, who l~ v.e . ...Jl•t Kung, nea~ \Ti!'ago ~S,ound. p. 124. 
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Harrison TRSC Stastas - nmaggots" because Rs numerous as maggots on a rott<?n 
carcass. n. 126. Shongalth Lennas - Shonga is t~" name of a lrge diver whmnh makes 
a PTeat noiso when it eats. Ed')nshaw'~ pt'lOple nmade a i:i:r.,at noise when feasting" 126 

2~ Shongalth Lennas, of Edenshaw 1s village, near North Island. TRSC 125 
E21 Sf.astas ("hatching salmon eggs"), also called Sangal lanas ("sea-bird 

people"). This famous and high-ranking lineage owned the site of Kiusta, 
where it had four houses, including the fabulous Myth House of Edenshav, 
the famous town ch~&f.· Ederfsbav (c. 1Sl5-1894) was lJf>rhaps the most famous 
Haida- chief and the- gl"0"8test a~tist ~~ his generation, and also nad houses 
at Kung, Masset, and Hiellen. Parts of" the lineage partieipated in the 
migration to A!as1ca,, and- this ·segmani( owned ·one of the house·s in q,ukk:wan. 

fv-1..,~ A E2la Kawas (&sea-eggs·~ ). Liv-irtg in two houses 'in K:1,usta, this lj,rreage, ~ 
r un<t0'r its chtef Il"dinl, waq --domi"hant •in Ki us ta before- 'the· arrival of 

the Edenshaw mentioned above. 
• r , . 

E2lb People-of-Qangua~-Town. 

//lt!/An -11£1-.wc~1 /,.? ~ 1-1~·'.:t:> H E2lc Those-Born.Jat-HieLlen Living iii. two houses in Kiusta and one in 
Hiellen, this group, ~ere the owners of Yakan Point. 

16. ikll1SJdkitone, who lived ~1r11rat the Littl~ Mountain Lthyhellun K!iwe t7-S 
E2ld Stastas-of-Hielleno 

E2le Stastas-of-Rose-Spit. The owners of Rose Spit after the departure 
of Rl3; their chief was DjH:indjaos ~ndevil's club'")o 

E2lf Stastas-from-Low-Tide-River (one house in Masset). 
Al 

E2lg Yadas (an Alaskan branch; see below). )J/ ~ 

? l ~ . v ~,,..J w;_~ 
Kaigani (Alaska) l ~ll ~' · .j . ~ 1) ))1,// ~ 71' 

1).Pil....,tv ,,., f ~ ~ :1 ~-,_;). ~ ., 
v II"~ (J~f;, r Ravens {jc~ i :li1%i .J.~ ~ 

I'~~ "' J . .. M'~ ~ (µ v Vi'Jr ~ .. Rl9 Jt Yaku lanas (Middle-Town-People). This important lineage owned Dadens 
'(.c\,t.~ on Langara Island and owned territories on Graham Island which it used 
'lfl ~ .~~ even after the Alaskan migration. Branch8s o[ the lineage came to own 
,../"/ ~~ Kaigani, Klinkwan, and Koianglas, and also to occupy at least three houses 
/ £.V in Kasaan. A fff'TlOUS chief in early contact times was Gao (Cowe, Kahu). 

, 1.Ji! 35. Yakwu Lannas, who lived near Miagwun Point 125 
tr· v Rl9a (remained at Masset, see above). 

./ 
Rl9b Dogfish-House-People. Living in eight houses in Klinkwan, this group 

owned that village as well as Old Kaigani. Famous chie1s have been 
Gao, Ginawan (an important artist, c. 1830-1880), and Qasawak or Edwin 
Scott about the turn of the century. This lineage provided the wives 
of the Edenshaws of Kiusta (Albert Edward Edenshaw and Charlie Edenshaw). 

Rl9c People-of-the-House-Where-They-Always-Have-Plenty-of-Food (three 
houses in Klinkwan). 

Rl9d People-of-the-House-That-Went-Away-Discouraged (one house in 
Klinkwan). 

Rl9e Raven-House-People (owned Koianglas under chief Ye~tadjai, a successor 
of the "Altatsee" known to the earliest fur traders during the 1790s). 
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Kouas -The men of this trioe- iJere .of small -stature--, and as herring spawn 
smallest" spawn ,fotind ·near the· islands;· they ·we-re in contempt called "th,:i 

is the 
herring 

~ -spawn peop-1.e~' Harris-err 'TRSC 127 . 
27·. Kouas, who lived near KUstii, a-t North" Island.._ ·125 

~ 
29. 'Klis~ l{aade. This is Fort Wrangel wor.d, and -applied to the -people who 

r formerly lived at Edenshaw s village: This pFacP, is no"' called KUsta. 125 . 
30 . Stastas, who lived at Yen with the Stling ~nnas. 
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R21 

~~ ~ ~ ,,_.,,.J 1~ ~ r~~·~~ i,o,, !3 ,~· {p Ck L"'J,1 ) r~.J ~JJJ!'_, lY ,.> 
r~~~w ' ; 4f µ:VU~~~ I l~~t>-ji~ 

Tas lanas (Sand-Town.!People). The lin~age of t"he famous chief Skowal of 
Kasaan, who came to be town chief succeeding his father Sanxet (E2lg). 
This group owned three houses in Kasaan and one mn Sukkwan, and retained 
rights to two sites on the west coast of Graham Island. ~ ":£ 

~!"'t: 1to 
Earth-Eaters (owners of Sukkwan, occupying at least two hous es there. They 

•retained rights to two sit~s on Langara Island) • .)..,...L I~. 
l<j <> r,. tf',ef. ~ 'l;.,.,ra. Jz.U-1'4. ~ I 7 /":''' 

R2la Grizzly-Bear-House-People. 4~· ~ ~~._',~ (,' p~ £'~ ~ 
~""' 4~~-~ It,~ R2lb Clay-House-People. ~~~ • M-$'~;1~ JU. 

R2lc People-of-~ao-River. 

R2ld People-of-Teats-River. 

R2le Naden-River-People. 

Those-Born-In-Masset-Inlet. Living in Howkan under chief Squ;qa, this 
group retained a site on Graham Island near Yan. 

R22a World-House-People. 

R22b Rainbow-HousA-Peoplen 

Eagles 

E2lg Yadas. This group is said to have been the first to nigrate to Alaska, 
travelling far up the eastern side of Prince of Wales Island to establish 
the island-fort of Chachini, and later Kasaan. Its chief at t he time of 
first contacts was Sanxet (" east wind 11 i n Tlingit), known from the journals 
as Sinhait. A later Sanxet was succeeded as town chief of Kasaan by his 
son Skowal (R20). The sub-lineage occupied at least eight houses in 
Kasaan, and one of its chiefs (Sonihat) established New Kasaan by building 
a house there about 18800 · _,. 
Jf,I . s /__,~-.I ~ E22 Sgalandas (two houses i n Sukkw n)o y-~·~ .141r~ v ' . ~ '(: 1 ' Q ~~~IY\- '<. 
E22a People-cf-the-House-Made-of-Hmal-Skin. l/ r>~: 4-f>O 

E22b Watery /house/people. 
~.A; tr ~ tr J4 

Tcaatl lanas (Tcaatl-Town-People). Migrating from Tcaatl 
this group came to own the village site of Howkan. 

E23a Steep-House-People. 

E23b Resting-Breast-On-A-Town-Peopleo 

E23c Sqahene-River P~opleo 

E23d People-Running-About-In-Crowds. 

~""'?./vi. 
on Langara Island, 



2. East Coast Mores~y Island. Another ancient and populous centre of Haida 
L. 

population was the inlets and Islands of )faskeek Bay and Cumshewa Inlet; 

in historic time~, the people of therthree large villages of Tanoo, Skedans, 

and Cumshewa. ThP, head of Cumshewa Inlet is the mythical home of the 

11 grandmother 11 of all the Eagles, Djilaqons. Some or all of the Eagles were 

known as 11 Laskeek11 ( ), the Tsimshian name of their Eagle clan, 

suggesting relationships with adjacent southern Tsi~ahian across Hecate 

Strait. For the RAvens centred at Skedans that relationship was strong 

and explicit, in bonds of ritual kinship and friendship between Chief Skedans 

(R4) and the chief of Kitkatla, Tsebassa. This link is credited with 

bringing a wealth ·of ~simshian social prerogatives to the Haida. 

J. Skidegate Inlet. Skidegate Channel cuts the Charlottes in half, and its 

eastern end, the ramifying sound entered through Skidegate Inlet, seems 

always to have been the major centre of 'pure' Haida ponulation. The present 

village of Skidegate has at least two earlier na'llPS 1 many "story towns" are 

in the vicinity (including Sqena just south 06 Sandsnit, a five-row town of 

"all the Ravens"; :f.gai'xa just to the north at Dead Tree Point, a mythical 

early hpme of "all the Eaglss 11 ; and Xaina on Maude Island, a mythical Aarly 

home af all the supernatural beings). It is from here that the West Coast 

People migrated and eventually returned. To the north, Rose Point se~ms 

to have attracted mainland people, but-inhosnitable itself, they continued on 

either along the north or east coast, in which latter case, like the people 

of the village of Cathlingskun near Cape Ball, they amalgamated into the 

Skidegate Inlet centre. 



4. kfest Coast. The rugged arld exposed western shores of the Charlottes were 

never as heavily populated as the east, and their populatiqn seems to have 

ebbed out and flowed back, aroung the north end, the southe end, or through 

Skidegate Chailrihel. The West Coast people who in historic times occupied 

the large villages of Chaatl and Kaisun represent such an ebb and flowo 

A generation or so before the first white contacts, as remembered explicitly 

in traditional histories, lineage groups moved out through Skidegate 

Channel from Pebble/Town and Sealion/Town inside Skidegate, to sites 

close to the western entrance of the channel. They expanded their sway 
priMi ti ve and 

up and down the coast. People of Kaisun displacea the semi-mythical Pitch-

people (Rl.2) who o'ccupied the coast south as far as Tasu Harbour. People 

from Chaatl extended north to Hippa Island area, meeting fellow Ravens 

from_ the north (Rl5d). With depopulation, the inhabitants of these two 

towns withdrew during the 1870s back .to their earlier homes in Skidegate 

Inlet or to the temporary village at Haina called New Gold Harbour, and 

finally into Skidegate Mission in 1893. 

5. North Graham Island. . There seems to have been a persistendt and longstanding 

flow of population westward from Rose Spit, into the sheltered and salmon-rich 

fastnesses of Masset Inlet, out again to the north~Astern corner of Graham 

Isl~nd(and Virago Sound and the west coast), and thence in a massive migration 
, 

north across Dixon Entrance to the Prince of Wales arc,hipelago. As migration 

de.nude? an area, other lineage~ moved in from the same directions to fill 

the vacuum. Rose Spit, th"J northeAstern corner of the islands and point 

closest to the great concentrations of Tsimshian population at the mouths of 

the Nass and Skeena Rivers, was thA main jumping-off place to and from 

the Charlottes, for Ifaida and invaders alike. It was a frightful navigational 



hazard, a terribly exposed and inhospitable village site. In tradition it 

was the site of the main five-row story town of all the Haida Ravens, the 

home of a most powerful supernatural, and the original home of the culture 

hero Raven (birthplace")? among the Haida. Like a sharpened wedge, it split 

incoming peoples into those who chose to go south to the Skidegate centre 

and those wh chose to go west to Masset and beyond (see map of Haida mig-

rations). 

Masset Inlet i3 like a huge saltwater river and lake extending into 

the centre of Graham Island and its most productive salmon rivers, and its 

mouth in the vicinity of the present village of Masset seems always to 

have heen a major population centre, though of ever-changing composition. 

The Haida name of the inlet, Gao ( ) gave th~ neme to its people and 

by extension to all those we are calling North Graham: Gao-Haida, in 

Tsimshian, Git-gao. FroM the outwelling Masset centre, people tended to 

move west to Langara (North)IIsland and around to the west coast as far as 

Tian and Hippa Island. With the great Kaigani migration from the North Is-

land area to Alaska shortly before white contact, people from the Masset 

centre tended to move out and fill the vacated or ~rtly vacated sites. 



~;_1,i 4~~~, 

6. ]Saigani (Alaskan Haida). Although the main migrations occurred before the first 

( 177 4), it is 1 ( 101) arrival of European ships 

mythology that the Haidas of Alaska ar e 

a matter of history and not J)'f ~ 

~.,. ~r. 0 
imMigrants fccm northnrn and western ~ 

' Graham Island (principally Langara Island). Explicit traditions of both 

Haida and the Tanta-kwan Tlingit, whom they displaced, confirm that ~to-00-~ 

the case . The distance acroes the mouth of dixon Entrance from North Island 

to Cape Muzon is only miles (withing eyebal sight and no for~idable trip 

to the Haida). At the latter place, the Haida "Plymouth Rock11 in Alaska, 

was the sites with the Tlingit name of Kaigani ( ) crabapple place? 

which has given the neme applied to the Alaskan Haidas collectively, and 

was an important winter village in earliest fur trading times and campsite 

later. In the 1790s they concentrated here in villages in a series of 

harbours just north, on D~ll Island and Long Island, and commuted a great 
/'h i.'"' 

deal back to earlier and owned lands on the Charlottes. But it was not long 

before they occupied more distant sites, sone of them earlier Tlingit villages 
-r.1 

which continued to keep their;names (Sukkwan?) and Klinkwan; and far up the 
' inner side of Prince of Wales Island to r:istablish th'3 northernmost village o 

Kasaan. This was a major migration (and the US Courts have accepted it as 

having occurred during time immemorial and conferring aboriginal title). 

The Alaskan Haida to this day have maintained close ties with their relatives 

at Masset (speaking the samR dialect unless it is changing now). A few 

flavourings of Tlingit culture have affected them (social house-groups, 

myths), but they remained staunchly and irrevocably Haida. It is from 

this circumstance, however, that the Haida people finds themselves of two 

different nationalities now. In Alaska, Hydaburg is the single Haida 

community of significant size now. New Kasaan is practically deserted. 

Many people of Haida identity live in and around Ketchikan, the Alaskan 

city closest, and elsewhere. 
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