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HAIDA LINEAGES (AS OF ¢, 1870)

Kunghit-People

Ravens
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pise A fur fre Forwblomsn— gy oot i Somenlile RbE, fr S 20 2 ,é’;f&?“
lanas (Striped-Town-People). Owned five houses in Ni .’Lnts andra’ be R L ot
% named sites in Kunghit territory, ,%\7, e e 54&;‘“\2 /D‘A%A(Z) f
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R1lb Narrow-Strait-Town—People, Owned their origln site in Burnaby Narrows,
ad ! - lanas v bt filasa
R2 Sand-Town=-People. Sanad thres houses in Ninstints and three sites including
Qaidju or Songs-of-Victory Town on Benjamin Point., Their chief at Qaidju
was Kanskinai, One of their sites was on Atana (House Island), a paace of
much traditional importance to the Haida.
Qaid
R2a Those~Born-At-Songs-Of:Victory -Town., Owned a single house in Ninstints
and four named sites, One of their chiefs was named Xoya "Raven", which
was the name of Koyah, the most prominsnt chief of the region in the
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El Saki gegawai (Those-Born-Up-The-Inlet). This lineage owned the site of
Ninstints village, and their chief Nanstins "One equal to two!) was the
town chief throughout the 19th Century. They ownad four houses in the
village and three other named sites,

E2 Kunghit qegawai (Those-Born-In-The-Southern=-Part-of-the-Islands). Owned
one site and occupied four houses in Ninstints, They also owned a 'house
at Chaatl,

E2a Zakexkszpts Powsrless#Bown-People (one house in Ninstints).
E2b Stagi-Town-Paople (one house in Ninstints).

East Coast of Moresby Island

Ravens
07’ Ao ) 1 K9
R3 Those-Born-At-Qadasgo Creek (Church Creek). Occupied ten houses in Tanoo,
7 2o bfrndmiy
5 RL Those-Born-Atg%:g{:is.}?Thig 1mportéﬁ€fllé:;ggdcwnfg—four 31tes including
A4 Skedans village, whers it occupied six houses, Its chief was Gidansta oe
et "Skedans", the town chief, Aonsmy Alvedy belmged amdlve s <7 Ahiey
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7 (el R4a Peninsula-People (eleven houses in Skedans).
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R4b People-ofJcha} (McKay's Harbour). Occupied three houses in Skedans,
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A E3 Those-Born-At=-Qona (Skedans). Owniné anoo and three other sites, this,

I (pattll 2 important lineage owned one house there and three in Skedans., Its chief
,{,M-, _+was the town chief 8ft§aggg. iga,,early historic times the chief was named
,,xr'”“ Xeu (Clew, Kloo), and ‘his naws was applied to the village. In more r'(ecent
£ SR

Wk $ 3 : - / 4 f S APy (A
A #»" .+~ times the chief was Gitkun. (&{{iﬁ/;m»-f»%ﬁ/ Aovet al Sblnm. . pfore
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E3b Common-Food-Steamers (two houses in Tanoo), (e clece cluvttior

L |
E4 Djigua-Town-People, A large lineage owning 13 houses in Tanoo and three
o in Skedans, as well as two sites on Lyell Island, Ons of its early
. chiefs, Skitgades (Skitkatees) was frequently mentioned in early trade
journals,

E4fa Mountain-Woman's=-Children, Lt +-{en favrff "{“""‘f“/

E5 Witch-People. This lineage owned Cumshewa Zilla e, from whose chief Gomsiwa
it has taken its name, Sepcch -Owt= (/. a0 ) —>Arme -

E5a Low-Ground-People (nine houses in Cumshewa including that of the
town chief), _2,,,4;&,,;, arFimarrid w Jot ik ferttl o Paean , trErteX
< Brvaey boet & w,‘,“,.& :
E5b High-Ground-People (three houses in Cumshewa).

E5¢ Up-Inlet-People (eight houses in Cumshewa),

i Skidegats Inlgt

Ravens

R5 Seaward-Sqoa*adas. Traditionally one of the most important Raven lineages,
' it was the ancisnt owner of several sites, including (anciently) Skidegate , e,
and DaxuaZ**’*. Jad ts members occupied three houses in Skidegate, ;

»
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R6 Skidegate-Town-People, A4lso of great ixistorical importancé, this lineage - AT
two houses in Skidagate and two sites in the vicinity. / drt

Y/

Réa Those-Born-At-Skidegate

R7 Sea-Otters (extinct by 1870), :
: 74/yu-c?‘f"/¢'\-45 WWTf/

R8 People=-of-the=town-where -rthey-always-giver-auay-efpo}dg QOuned ons- house

in Skidegate and, one- site. - - =
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¥ ‘l\(:/n %&9, y B13 Thoae-Bom-at-Nﬁlkug.( ose Spit), The traditional fowneré of Rose Spit :
N it W and the village S*'ta hlingskun, this lineage came to occupy_ three houses /z/r b
MI

/

3 in Skidegate. Its chief was called Dladjangona "great breaking of waves'Y,L By
?W y ‘ and ths name was held in recent times by Joh,n Robson and his ,Vw"% 790‘ 1
WM{ Wm"‘@ the Reveg, Peter Kelly. dimeo fise becnte Tmn STtorten J""’f @l?' 57
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E6 Gitins or Eagles-Of -Skidegate. M’l 7 7

E6a Big-House=-Psople, The chief off this sub-lineage was also the chief
of E6 and town chief of Skidegate. In recent times his nams has been /7705
Sgedagits; more anciently it was Yestagana (the Nestacanna of the |
journals of the 1860s), Occupied six houses in Skidegate. /83040,

E6b Rotten-House-People, Owners of one ofher site, thisgroup had two Novtnid
houses in Skidegate and one in Masset.
Ebc Servants-of-the-Gitins, 7zmrante f’ < Ll Lnten bremnet.
E6d Lgalaigu*-Town-People, \
E7 lana tcaadas, Mwljﬁ”“y
E1l Seaward:ilzzg’i:s (five houses in Skidegate and two sites), 077[:« .gaf
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ity o est Coast Paople
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Wl v Ravens
i P oA G bl Con 1 9a/xeton [anas "trun /*?*4 { 2btt. Toun— —
J) R9 Pebble-Town-People, The owners of Chaatl village, this lineage owned four x
g houses there. Thelr chief was Nankilstlas "He whose voice is obeyed", the
traditional name of the culture hero Raven., He also owned a house in
Kaisun, When the West Coast People moved to Heina this chief, who was '
known as Captain Gold, did not accompany them but built a house naar/&c.,‘/ R
Sk1degate at Pebble/T,own.
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R9a Chieftainess's-Children,
g - ‘vaf k,z‘.; d&o\/
R9b Food-Steamers (one house in Kaisun), ’L«rw/’(? /e s
| 2oty e e e R
v 10 Sqoa?adas ("successful fishermen"?)., This large lineage owned $ix house S
in Chaatl, three in Kaisun, and one in Cumshewa, When they moved into fé‘j‘é 5
Heins they occupied only three houses, 1705
/{/451‘()
R10a Those-Born-at-Hippa Island (two sites, two houses in Chaatl, and
later, one at Heina).

Lo

R1]1 Those-Born-on-the-Stasaos-Coast.. This group, which had occupied four
houses in Kaisun and two in Chaatl, came toc occupy three in Heina,

R1lla Thoss=Born=in-the-Ninstints-Country, Z:Mu/',/w'" - bvrns
Los ey .

R12 Pitcﬁ-Toswn-PeOple. These were an ancient and somewhat primitive group
who occupied sections of the west coast south of Kaisun (six named sites)
before the other West Coast psople moved out from Skidegate Inlet, They
may have had a more primitive form of Haida culture; for example, it is’
gaid that they lacked a crest system, <. # -7
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Eaglss
E8 Pebble-Town Gitins., This lineage occupied four houses in Chaatl and one
in Ninstints, and on moving in from the west coast built two houses at -
Heina, the site of which they bought from R5.
E8a Those-Born-on-the-Seaward-Side=-of'-Pebble-Town (one house in Chaatl).
E8b Middle-Gitins (four houses in Chaatl, one in Heina),
E8¢ Up-Inlet-Eagles (one house in Chaatl).

E8d Those-Born-at-Pabble~Town (one house in Chaatl, one in Heina),

) —-Eerﬁwmm—(*twmme-}myd—)—
£28 i Thwh Staat By Saalsig e Teretn llor G W
a

E9 People=-of-Sea-Lion-Town, in line ge of Kaisun, they owned the villa% 5
and two other named sites, and occu ied seven housss S
Fro D et B P mmwﬁg e;flx LP;MWNMW/ Liz /f

E10 Stasaos-Town-Pecple. The owners of Chaatl prior to the arrival of R9, = ok
this lineage lived in four houses in Kaisun JZ:L-(»:/ ;f P Ex Tpat” mez

Northem Graham Island
T Lk

5 19057 ¢
1"‘ f ,
1 mP‘”AA&'&V“‘ fl‘}"‘ﬁl ;v;,ii‘ WW*?’W&,‘/ P, Cranebes > Searticl /"/{/5{5’.)“.4.

frr

' ga5" d R14 - Poin —~Town-PeOple. This lineage owned the site of Hiellen, where it
Ko n* z W occupied two houses and its g,bief -Giathlins was town chief, It also i
yo? ' owned two houses in Maseat, Wése card’ ZA.,@ £ “"""’7“"" 293cq . crouest B
gw“" e ,42@ s Ahallen. = M.»( o ’ "

e w’ . f7" Rlia Rocky-Coast-Point-Town-Peopler (three houses. in Kayang). 7{(5» Licder it
$ ﬂ‘y,r/’“‘ :
‘?:’;'L‘;;v : R14b Hiellen-River=-Point~Town-People (two houses in Kayang).

Rl4ic Up-Inlet-Point-Town-People (three houses in Kayang).

: Yakoun

R14d Yakan-River-Point-Town-People.

2 sk Lone fo. [T cittiin Hoeert Bl

R15 Rear-Town-People, /64/ é_{W M‘j W clitnels Co W . Coanl [Fo5 e FE

Q‘//;m/mﬂ'j 7 wdly Kb ,0he g et ng—;ﬁ [/:5'.{«( bt ety o
‘=—"L Rl5a Masset-Inlet-Rear-Town~People., The owners of the s:Lte of Yan

village, this lineage lived in seven houses there,

: Rl‘j‘u ‘Rocky~Coast-Rear-Town-FPaople.
il Yﬂkodn
; RlSc Yakan-River=-Rear-Town~People (four houses in Yan),
:)o = W o Comat™
R15d West-Coast-Rear-Town-People, Living in three houses in Yaku,
’ this group were owners of the site and also of three sites on the
west coast, including Tian villags., /,w S or . Kl fz;;:’;, o &;ream
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B R16 Skidaogao’("Skidao'sla\z;hewsj}). This 1inéage, unddr £hé town chief

Sigai, was the traditional owner of the site of Masset (Ettawas), until
he "gave" the village to his son Weah (ElA) 1n the 18503. They oc»cupied

o To oebrerngfy Wousks' M MAdedt 0w > e
W e i QeL0’ .,mv?W'ﬂw /d“-vﬂ.%
Hopas L t4s5 . 390

e TMoaFnanil pyrforgea=padpie {one Ealde 1a Masset) JM‘
banvsilhag

\\ R18 Sgaganusili, ® <Gaaw el Padins Wy T oot ETEpdch
o 26y SahagungusilI who 1ived at Masset 125

# R19a Masset-Inlet-Middle-Town-People, Occupying three houses in Masset,
this was a sub-lineage of the Yaku lanas (R19), the rest of whom moved to
Alaska (see below). %o /Va/,é' /nagi’-) 12. Ou yakll Ilnige, ..on the east side

. - (5} Massat 122

/4e5p392. Mﬁiﬂ!_@ 7 E\zgles mn’.w, oo B4 A 1. €04 2urr st

-0t
%,,,E / 3_' El12 G:’Et yide fng-Up-Masset—Inlet The omers oi‘ Kayang village $ thls group ;;7}

bioccupiedp Tive ’houses’ there., srod E

~r (,,,:.',,\ avil oy e ol e

El2d Sandpipers (two houses’ o Kayang)e qu. sty eomaiqo

.- ; = e .
F v 7 rrey HEST S oyl r

M E13 Gitans or Eagles-of-Masset (one house in Masset)
8, Kitans, who lived at the west end of Masset. 125

El3a Gitang=of -Maman=Rivér (four-hélses inMagset,: “6ne 'in-Yaku), .
El3b Gitans-of-Sqadjins-River (one housé in Masset),

El3¢ Rocky-Coast-Eagles (one house in Masset).
) ‘ Sw.Sk? lﬁ& /d w
eA i El4 Sgadjuga®-Town-People. The lineage of Chief Weah (Wiha), who whs “given"
_Masset by his father Sigai (R16é) and became the first of a series of town
chiefs bearing that name, this llneage owned five houses. *’4‘/’4&1"12& il
S5aZu'ga‘f - lamae WAy zt/«~7-wﬁ c~41t7u.¢md, Ski'l dagacu w‘ﬁ'jf' l"ZL
E15 Gitans-of-Widja-Town. , Village tateds from Pans Praeth - G 2%
who

E16 Gitans-of =Toxka~-Town, /%fel chief‘y of this lineage, which cccupied three b9, ﬁ’;;
houses in Yan, was Sti*ta (Steelta), one of the highest chiefs of the o~ ";’m
. northern villages. -
6, ChTchkitor®, who lived at a village below Yén TRSC 121. : \
&y "vﬂﬁr E17 Gltans-of—Tcets-Town (four houses in Yan, one in Masset).~a 47 £s
1L Teets-4TEA
10 cete-gPtAna
Mk‘} E18 People-of—DJus-Island., The chief's name was Gunia, psrhaps descended

from the famous Cunneah of Kiusta of early contact times. = % ~fés”

. ja! Ja - .a,, K5
R T / E19 Up-Inlart-Town-People. The owners of Kung village , they occupied five houses
there and owned ‘two 'sites on Naden Harbowr,  ##% Fr Fesisrlonyeds, Ladis) :

¢

E19a Those “Who-Left~The -West-Coast (three houses in Kung),

E20 Gitans-of-tha-West-Coast (two houses in Yaku, three sites on Hippa Island).
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Skidoukou is the name &f Laig's tribe, means "men who could lay eggs and hatch
trouble"” i

ringleaders in all wickedness, and caused more trouble than any other
tribes, so called this #n reproach., Also called Sig8 lennas, “rsc 127
11, Skidoukou, who 11ved in the v111age _now callqd Masset 125
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R17 KlanosilI is thc name of Kougav s tribe. Kian.lq the naﬁe of~a;species of

codfish, which have a projection in the chin, and as some were said to be like the
codflsh about the chin, they were accordingly :called... "Codfish= psople.
TRSC 127

¢

Harrison

10, Kiﬁndéill, who lived at a village near Nedan. 125
W//i Aa/u/ﬁ// 44 WWWQJ,ZVQ,
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E12 Shagwi Kitoni‘- Shavwi "Up" Kitone  -"Eagle' .The people :of this tribe
WERE CALled "the men who live on high as the eagle" because they lived in the
uppermost village up Masset Inlet, . Harrisomn TRSC . 127.. - . r

14, Shagwikiton&, who lived rear Yagwun River 125
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9. sahﬁjﬁgwan~altp;Lennas,=wheflivadAin thsuqentre Of‘MESSQt&412§~

e e e W ke s B e TS N : MLSEUM(ﬂANTHROPOLUGY
sifche, Sl il edE to nie g S r e Sz v JNIVERSITY OF BRITISH
: . iAot ae B 51
e o Tagl - e : eI, : ' e G CTA F LIBRARY
Siy : | 2k gl Gt - D o oeere st i o
5 it 4 , ; | 4 3
eemiF Fo [ o e
ke Shagwau Lennas, o liveAat Kung, near Virago"Sound. )T vl



Harrison TRSC Stastas = “maggots" because as numerous as magaots on a rotton
carcass. p. 126. Shongalth Lennas - Shonga is the name of a lrge diver whénh makes

ereat noise when it sats., Edﬂnshaw'q ople "made a creat noise when fesasting" 126
. Shongalth lennas, of Edenshaw's gil age, near North Island, TRSC 125

E21 éﬁastas ("hatching salmon eggs"), alsoc called Sanga® lanas ("sea-bird
people"), This famous and high-ranking lineage owned the site of Kiusta,

q {v where it had four houses, including the fabulous Myth House of Edenshaw,
,}*ﬂ k“* E “the famous town chiefi  Edenshaw (c. 1815-1894) was perhaps -the most famous
- ~/'7 Haida -chief -and the greatest antist of his generation, -and -alsc tad -houses
fj;;_;“”{ at Kung, Masset, and Hiellen., Parts of the 'lineage participated inthe
migration to AYagka, ‘and -this-segment owned -one- of the -houses in Sukkwan,

bk . egfs” .
‘7 Q E21&- ‘Kawas -("sea~sggs" ). ﬁ%&iﬁg in +two houges -in Kiusta, this linsage, gz:z:;p
: under -its chief ~-I¥dini, was-dominant 'in Kiusta ‘before the-arrival of
the Edenshaw mentloned above.

i it : f4+ By ey

E21b People—of-Qangua}—Town.

£/%2/aq - g¢/ew Hoi’
H E2le Thoae-Born at-Hi ilenf ﬁving £0 h%ﬁses in Kiusta and one in
Hisllen, this group were the owners of Yakan Point,
1%, Skmgwikitone, who lived wemrat the Little Mountain Lthyhellun KIiwe (25

E214d Stastas-of-Hisllen,

E2le Stastas~-of-Rose-Spit., The owners of Rose Spit after the departure
of R13; their chief was Dji%indjaos ("devil's club"),

E21f Stastas-from-Low-Tide-River (onelhouse in Masset). G
,:.‘~-"‘
E21g Yadas (an Alaskan branch; see beslow). LotV
’ ;K aﬂ‘lﬁ, z&mg
Y.
Kaigani (Alaska} G%¢ 7 o ok Y A‘W ”’wlgj
47 IBJ”“ 0
L‘M‘M ?r? M‘J U /fr ."
w#‘t;f 1;’ ,_‘? Rav’ns JJ ; ‘Lx,kw u
fort, e ™

& on Langara Island and owned territories on Graham Island which it used A
wr Nj} 4 / gven after the Alaskan migration, Branches of the lineage came to own
’ﬁﬁgﬁ‘ Kaigani, Klinkwan, and Koianglas, and also to cccupy at least three houses
in Kasaan, A& famous chief in early contact times was Gao (Cowe, Kahu),
35, Yakwll Lennas, who lived near Miagwun Point 125

R19a (remained at Masset, see above),

ésippr ﬁ§?9;}Yaku 1anas (Middle-Town-People). This important lineage owned Dadens

, R1%b Dogfish~;ouse-People. Living in eight houses in Klinkwan, this group
; o owned that village as well as 0ld Kaigani, Famous chiefs have been
tﬁkb’kﬂ a4 Gao, Ginawan (an important artist, c. 1830-1880), and Qasawak or Edwin
Scott about the turn of the century, This lineage provided the wives
of the Edenshaws of Kiusta (4lbert Edward Edenshaw and Charlie Edenshaw).,

. R1Sc People-of-the-House-Where-They-Always~Have-Plenty-of4Food (three
i houses in Klinkwan),

R194 People-of-the—House—That4dent~Away‘Discouraged (one house in

Klinkwan).,
A R19e Raven-House-People (owned Koianglas under chief Ye?tadjai, a successor
54””J~ i of the "Altatsee" known to the garliest fur traders during the 1790s).
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Kouas The ‘men of this ﬁrib’a “ere .of small rétatufe, emd as herring spawn is the

P smallest spawn found ‘near the’ islands, they wers in conte!ﬁpt called "thn herring
~ ‘spawn ‘psople" = Harrisonm TRSC 127 - , geflof . : 5

S HF 27 Kouas,; who 1ived near Kusta, at Nortlr Island. '125' ¢ nofdey

R 29. 'Kusta Haade, This is'@rangel word, ‘and-applied to the ‘people who
" formerly lived -at Edenshaw s"i?j:m". Thi-s pl-ace 'is nov ca]:led Kusta, 125

30. Stastas, who lived at Yém with the Stling Iennas. /;.6 ,gw b b wrmy - P 821
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\rxtkjf) R22a World-House~People,
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R20 Tas lanas (Sand-Town??eoplo) The lineage of the famous chief Skowal of
Kasaan, who came to be town chief succseding his father Sanxet (E21lg).

This group owned three houses in Kasaan and one #n Sukkwan, and retained
rights to two sites on the west coast of Graham Island, Lot TE

R21 Earth4&aters (owners of Sukkwan, occupying at least two houses there. They
retained rights to two sites on Langara Island). D...//w Gas 75

1905 0. Prud Tpon Swadf
R2la Grizzly=-Bear-House~-Pesople, AQwa 5 g{ibtfya; B19 ant K20 M£4uu
; By Ottar; 7?§9(J&A4 peeit Uy
R21b Clay-House=People, Aenn &/m Mj | Ain AL ar B

R2lc People-of-Fqao-River,
R21d  People-of-Tcats-River,

R2le Naden-River-People,

Jr% Those~-Born-In-Masset-Inlet. ILiving in Howkan under chief Squiga, this

group retained a site on Graham Island near Yan.

R22b Rainbow-House-Pesople.
Eagles
E21g Yadas. This group is said to have been the first to migrate to Alaskay

travelling far up the eastern side of Prince of Wales Island to establish
the island-fort of Chachini, and later Kasaan., Its chief at the time of

first contacts was Sanxet ("east wind" in Tlingit), known from the journals

as Sinhait, A later Sanxet was succeeded as town chief of Kasaan by his
son Skowal (R20), The sub-lineage occupied at least eight houses in
Kasaan, and one of its chiefs (Sonihat) established New Kasaan by building
a house there about 188d

Y 2
SalAa'ndes % : el ¥ -
E22 Sgalandas (two houses in Suk . ‘"“7f*”’“ u&? ”“ Ctinan U, e
Core T (7% PP Q sl oad anditavertud -“7’ 7’m.m -t SLE

E22a PeOple-of-the-House-Made-of-‘iimal-Skln. /965" 400

E22b, Watery /house /pacple.

: M'ﬁ ﬁﬁ[&n\, 4,‘,4,7@»4 ng/{aq w e,
E23 Tcaatl lanas (Tcaatl-Town-People) Migrating'from Tcaatl on Langara Island

5;7 this group came to own the village site of Howkan,

[%44 E23a Steep-House=-People,

E23b Resting-Breast-On-A-Town=-People,
B23¢ Sgahene-River People,

E23d People-Running-About-In-Crowds.,
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2, East Coast Moreshy Island. Another ancient and populous cemtre of Haida

population was the inlets and Islands of ﬁhskeek Bay and Cumshewa Inlet;

in historic times, the people of therthree large villages of Tanoo, Sgedans,
and Cumshewa, The head of Cumshewa Inlet is the mythical home of the
"grandmother"of all the Eagles, Djilagons. Some or all of the Eagles were
known as "Laskeek" ( ), the Tsimshian name of their Eagle clan,
suggesting relationships with adjacent southern Tsimahian across Hecate
Strait. For the R,vens caentred at Skedans that relatioﬂghip was strong

and explicit, in bonds of ritual kinship and friendship between Chief Skedans
(R4) and the cbief of Kitkatla, Tsebassa. This link is credited with

bringing a wealth'of Tsimshian social prerogatives tc the Haida.

3. Skidegate Inlet. Skidegate Channel cuts the Charlottes in half, and its
eastern end, the ramifying sound entered through Skidegate Inlet, seems
always to have been the major centre of 'pure' Haida population. The present
village of Skidegate has at least t&o earlier names, many "story towns" a£§
in the vicinity (including Sgena just south off Sandspit, a five-row town of
"all the Ravens"; Bgai'xa just to the north at Dead Tree Point, a mythical

" ear1y_the of "gll ths Eagles"; and Xaina on Maude Island, a mythicallearly
tiome; af.all the supernatural beings). It is from hers that the West Coast
Pecple migrated‘and eventually returned, To the north, Rose Point se=ms
to have attracted mainland people, but-inhospitable itself, they continued on
either along the north or east coast, in which latter case, like the psople
of the village of Cathlingskun near Cape Ball, they amalgamated intc the

Skidegate Inlet centre,



4o West Coast. The rugged add exposed western shores of the Charlottes were

never as heavily populated as the east, and their population seems to have
ebbad out anﬁ flowed back, aroung the north end, the southe end, or through
Skidegate Chaihihel, The West Coast people who in historic times occupied
the large villages of Chaatl and Kaisun represent such an ebb and flow.
A generation or so before the first white contacts, as remembered explicitly
in traditional histories, lineage groups moved ocut through Skidegate
Channel from Pebble/Town and Sealion/Town inside Skidegate, to sites
close to the western entrance of the channel. They expanded their sway
primitive and
up and down the coast. People of Kaisun displacsd the semi-mythical Pitch~-
people (R12) who obcupied the coast éouth as far as Tasu Harbour., People
from Chaatl extended north to Hippa Island area, meating fellow Ravens
from_the north (R15d). With depopulation, the inhabitants of these two
towns withdrew during the 18703 back to their earlisr homes in Skidegate
Inlet or to the temporary village at Haina éalled New Gold Harbour, and

finally into Skidegate Mission in 1893,

5 North Graham Island. There seems to have been a persistendt and longstanding
| flow of population westﬁard from Rose Spit, into the sheltered and salmon=-rich
fastnesses of Masset Inlet, out againrto the northwestern corner of Graham

/i'iéiénd(and Virago Sound and the west coast), and thence in a massive migration
‘north across Dixon Entrance to the Prince of Wales archipelégo. 4s migration

denuded an area, other lineagss moved in from the same directions to fill
the vacuum. Rose Spit, ths northeastern corner of the islands and point
closest to the great concentrations of Tsimshian population at the mouths of
the Nass and Skeena Rivers, was the main jumping-off piace fo and from

ths Charldttes, for Haida and invaders alike. It was a frightful navigational



!

hazard, a terribly sxposed and inhospitable village site. In tradition it
was the site of the main five-row story town of all the Haida Ravens, the
home of a most powdrful supernatural, and the original home of the culture
hero Raven (birthplace")? among the Haida, Like a sharpenéd wedge, it split
incoming peoples into those who chose to go south to the Skidegate centrs
and those wh chose to go west to Masset and beyond (see map of Haida mig-
rations).

Masset Inlet is like a huge saltwater river and lake extsnding into
the centre of Graham Island and its most productive salmon rivers, and its
mouth in the vicinity of the present village of Masset seems always to
have heen a major population centre, though of ever-changing composition,
The Haida name of the inlet, Cao ( ) gave the neme to its people and
by extension to all those we are calling North Graham: Gao-Haida, in
Tsimshian, Git-gao. From the outwelling Masset centre, psople tended to
move west to Langara (North)IIsland and érpund to the west coast as far as
Tian and Hippa Island. With ths great Kaigani migration from the North Is-
land area to Alaska shortly before white contact, people from the Masset

centre tended to move out and fill the vacated or partly vacated sites. !
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6. Kaigani (Alaskan Haida). Although the main migrations occurred before the first

(Wﬂ arrival of Buropean ships (1774), it is a matter of history and not of

: o1 gnsee!
éﬂaﬁ’ *LMAAQ mythology that the Haidas of Alaska are immigrants fnnm}Z%rzﬁ:;gQ;nd western dﬂ442
it wk’ﬁt” Graham Island (principally Langara Island). Explicit traditions of both ;
{ﬂ&'tigz . Haida and the Tanta-kwan Tlingit, whom they displaced, confirm that_to-be .
6ﬂ§;T“Jr}ZLy~A' the case., The distance acroes the mouth of dixon Entrance from North Island
%{fiﬁ L}éfwr; to Cape Muzon is only miles (withing syebal sight ané no formidable trip
»”:;(Lu“‘ to the Haida). At the latter place, the Haida "Plymouth Rock" in Alaska,
ﬂ“ ‘fo ‘Lﬁx ,  vas the sites with the Tlingit name of Kaigani ( ) crabapple place?
(ﬁwiﬁi"tf - which has given the neme applied to_tﬁe Alaskan Haidas collectively, and
0‘Luw was an iﬁportant vinter village in earliest fur trading times and campsite ;

later, In the 17905 they concentrated here in villagés in a serissg of
harbours just north, on Dall Island and uong Island, and commuted a great
deal back to earlier aﬁgaé;;edllands on the Charlottes, But it was not long
before they occupied more distant sites, scme of them earlier Tlingit villages
which continued tc keep thei;;naﬁas (Sukkwan’) and Klinkwan; and far up the
inner side of Prince of Wales Island to establish the northernmost village o
Kasaan.' This was a major migration (and the US Courts have accepted it as
having occurred during time immemorial and conferring aboriginal title).
The Alaskan Haida to this day have maintained close ties with their relatives
at Masset (speaking the same dialect unless it is changing now). A few
flavourings of Tlingit culture have affected them (social house-groups,
myths), but they remained staunchly and irrevocably Haida. It is from
thié circumstance, however, that the Haida people finds themselves of two

- different nationalities now, In Alaska, Hydaburg is the single Haida
communiiy of significant size now. New Kasaan is practically deserted.

Many people of Haida identity live in and around Ketchikan, the Alaskan

city closest, and elsewhere,
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