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The firet white man to gottle in Fapt Hootenay
vas David Thompson who, with hip wife and thyree chilfven
and oix men, eptadblichod a Norpth Vept Company's Trading
Poat on the bank of Tody oreek, near tho prosent town of
Invormere, in July, ¢

Before that time the twe dande of Uppoy and Lower
Eootenay Indionpg were the only inhadbitanto, and they
roomoed at will the diptriot now bear thoiy name as

obtained theoir 1dvelihood by hunting snd £iching.

We have 1ittle or ne reliablo history of these Indlang
gﬂor to abdout 1750, their storiees boing that defore that

dme thoy come from over the mountaine, but firsgt of sl
thoy osme out of a hole in tho ground. Thim laok of
infomation may be lained dy one of their storioe of
e groat 1 (thought to have beon emallepoaz) thet
wiped out all their pecple oxcept one man of the ey
Zootenays and two women of tho Emm.- Eootenays, dut wo
are roasonably eure that they have boen hore mmoh longow
for there ave many logende among them of ovente before
the advent of the horse in this part.

Pach yoar thcg gm 9d to the prairvies in oharge
of a war ohief to hunt the 1o and %o trade their furp
and £14nte with the Plogang@ for goode obtained thom
from the white men. It was the P4egans ¢ David
Thompeon £iret leaynod 0f the Xootenays and determined to
leave hip quarters on the Saskatochewen river and estabiigh
a trading post in their country, The Inddens were them
for thelr fue Teootved suns, Enives, pote, Rettiee. Sitth

or the e rocoived gune, e, & s @ .
blankete and bdeado,

In 1845 the Reverend Pather Detmet ontored the
mm Wr a mountain pass from Alberta., Before
he a the tonay valley he found gome very rieh
:i:.wr ore and erected a ngroa to mt;t the opot, b‘gt 4

though prompectors many monthe ohd 4
in later years it ma‘:’i:wr found, It wap thyro lattore
written by Father DeSmet to friends in the oant ¢t it
beeamo Imown that thoro wore emoymons seame of ¢oal along
the Ilk yiver, and many showings 0£ prooious meteln
olgovhers in the XZootenaye.

A holf breod named Pinlay, son of one of David
W1k on Tinley ehooh $n TRsh ok ook ot ahbe b atoo
[+ ' 2 out o ®
vhich wae gold to Hr, Iinklater, the MHudeon'v Bay Faebor
at Tobacgo Plains. Thyough him nows of the roached
Walle Vialla and the following spring Bob Dowe with founy
_ ong loft for the Eo;oteﬁn. Ehg‘u.a not reaoch
oreclk, however, for on om_{s %0 do
gomo proppeoting and discovered gold om Wild Horse Opeok.
The firet olain staked was called tho"Doye” and 1t yielded
a8 high ap { 7000,00 é.n one day and averaged { 85500.00 pog
Gay. In three B21,780.00 wap taken from this omne
gﬁ:t:kuk:.d in all pomo fifteoon miliions wae Saken from
@

Suppliod booanmo very scayee in the £all of 1864
gm! bofore epring flour vose to ¢ 185,00 per dag and Sodbacco
¢ 17,00 por pound and very little wae to De had ovon at
theso prices. Abdout eight hmdred men wintered in the
dlotriot and moet of them wore foreed to hunt ana fish to
onable thom to 1tve until supplies were packed in the



followin Tho ¥ 1860 wae the most progperous
on Wild 3-3' oroolk gﬁ 4% vao o nm«a thgt boetwaon

wm&ttthmdw wore in the dletriot.
4 ﬂ:k@ iv rive Palnmor's Bay wove alpo
Biod in 1067o5-6 but tho nagmn mn were from

) 80400 to § 30,00 per day %o

In 1660 the Hudpon's Bay Post mt hna fomﬂ:
boon noar the old Jesust mmon o
moved to Fort Stoele with Michaol "ﬁ' as » m
oharges Poeots wore alpo established at Vild Hopse and
Porry Croekss In the early days of the Powbta tho bomr
&m woe the medium of vhen trading with the

Indione, & nrgo boeaver hoi.ns worth { 8,00, a modium
&ku& glnormaomrmtﬁgoﬂw
o

drosped duffn brought two ekine op four dollars

L]

During the mz plioe wore mkaa in at
t Be tx-om un!tm States dbut in 1866, the
e e B M S o eeten,
vcr n n 100
mn mﬂ"“ﬁ £ronm there to Fort Steele.
L M wm 1ater ptoamer porvico wae eptablished betweon
J » lontens, end Port Stecle contined running

il tho C. o P. Rallway wao otod 4n 1808
Cranbyook was tom ae Jo ‘s Praivie
and wap am’% %bmﬂ: tw:g’;c vho

tmua a emunb 6 aore along Jo m-k.
inter sold their mm‘ﬁ Colonel

In 1867 two gpooton nu m«n eumeb
by Inddans, at m 8 k d' B mﬂl’iy
of wtnumzo eone af tno xooto
betng fo ared cmia ﬂ:m. “at:m o Vo t P, vith
corp an were sont in
A:thm and ommm a Poet on the dbank of the mumy

river above Gald th'e um romained 4n the
distriot until the fonom an won thay left for Port
Haelood gulded by My, R Galb:ui‘bh

In tho eariier daye of Past Lootenay thore wae an
abundanco of gemo aimopy ove rywhm and oven to 4% 0
conpidered a hunterse para Hoarly ewuy varde ot
mw @ on the Continent stoba:roum

ddrke m. with the ouum.‘l"z 1{“ a:u w. mnmg
wo now have zro cortain there n a Pe
shortogo. fne b geont hord of FlE n Canmada, .muma at
ovor two thousand animale, 4o in Isst Keotenay, and the
th river and n'e teibutarion 18 noted as the hom

ig horn sheep, goat, boar and doer.

It may de murut to Imow that the State of
Waghington had a esyeful o to made in 1984 of the gnu
m fur beavers in that SMM and the vaine placed on

million dollars, In the seme year the
i;a&me of ?gah uom:: :hx::r “v&.i a arﬁuﬂ. eptimate
o gane striots an ue o Provinse
m sw.ﬂ a: ono hmien:h:-g mﬁra milifon aollguo
gures were arrivod at by a value of { £8.,00
on ¢ach optimated head of big mg. ﬂgsmtmaw
Inmters from other pawybe for each enimsl thoy kill, The
money 1e£t in the country by outelde hunters was nob taken

_ tinated at grom
hundred to five thousand @ollarn oy each mmy':?:;f.p.



