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lVORTHY HAIDA CHIEF 
Notable Career of a Chief Who Did 

He 

Much to Promote Good Feel- · 
ing- Toward Whites. '" 

Irifiuenced His TriJle to . Adopt 
·civilization and ..... eppect ~ . . 

the Laws~ . 

There died at Massett, on the Queen 
C~arlotte Islands, in 1894, an Indian I 
chief whose career Eeems worthy of 
brief notice. This was Albert Edward f 

·Edenshaw, chief of theHaidas. 
Until he became chief he bore the 

name Gwai-gu-un-lthin, or "The man 
who rests his head on an island." To 
spare our vocal chords, however, we will 
anticipate, and call him Edenshaw, i 
though we m~y notice in passing how I 
~uggestive his Haida name was of the I 
mfiuence he was afterwards destined to 
wield over his conntrymen. He was 
born at a village called Altbins Kwun 
which stood on the promontorv no~ 
known as Cape Ball, on the eaetern coast 
of the Queen Charlotte Islands not· far 
from t:lkidegate. The dat.; of his 
birth is uncertain, but may probably I 
be placed somewhere between 1810 and 
1815. His youth was paesed in stirring ' 
time~, for the Haidas were then a very 
warlike race and terrorized the en,tire 
c0ast from Sitka to Vancouver Island. 
~n the sla:ve-capturing raids they were 
m the habit. of making, the Skidegate ' 
and Clue Haidas, under a warrior named 1 

Sbkug-ga, took a prominent part and 1 

young Edenshaw and his two brdthers } 
are sai? to have distinguished themselves I 
by their energy and daring in many a r 
fierce encounter. As earlv as 1842 when ; 
the ship Canada, of New 'Bedford ' visit- I 
ed Skidegate, her first officer cone1idered l 
Ed.enshaw _of sufficient importance to i - A . L- k ...,..;...,.Jt 1£~ 7 ~ 
write for him a commendatory certifi- . ·~ 
cate. '. ' 

Ab:mt this time Eden.shaw remov.ed.. .: 
to North Island, at the.northwest corner 
of the Queen Charlotte group. Here }1is 
uncle, bearing the hereditarv name of 
Edenshaw, was already estabiisbed as a 

_ -!US=tt::O:chi f. .Accordi11~ tQ · 
de D 11 no& 

h'1 ei1ter'11 aon, 
m111TJ the ~h*'• 

<1Al11Plht"f ----• ief 
nod , 

who was his un.:le's legal heir, married 
the daughter of un Alaskan Haida. On 
his uncle's death, Edenshaw succeeded 
h!m, inherited all his property, and took 
his name. The property mcluded six 
slaves, and as his wife brought with her 
a dowry of ten slaves, young Edenshaw's 
domestic establishment was liberally l 
supplied with attendants. 1 

Being now bis own master, he had .I 
full scope for the energy and capacity he . 
possessed, and soon added consideri!.blyJ 
to the presti j?e he had inherited. Know-

\ 
ing that the man who could make the secured and taken to the village, and the lar1re shii> than anv other Indian" he 
most potlatches-Le., the largest dietri- schooner pillaged and burnt. Eden- had "yet met with:" 
butions of property- was unanimously shaw, however, contrived afterwards to During the nex t few years EdenshaVI' 
accorded the supremacy, he set himself obtain the white men's release, and took appears to have several times visited th 
to acquire wealth, which in those days them in his canoe to Fort Simpson. The various town on Vancouver Island. A 
consisted chiefly of slaves, blankets, furs original document whichC.i.ptain Rooney justice of the peace at Nanaimo writes 
and coppers. The "coppers" were' fiat gave Edenehaw on that occasion is still ominously, in 1860, that Edenshaw wa 
s~eets of m~tal abou_t 2 by l)~ feet in in the possession of the family,' and is "very well disposed towards the whites 
size, on which a device was etched. In worth transcribing: but was dangerous if thwarted when in a 
Jlden times they acqu_ired a fictitious "FORT SDIPSON, Oct. 10, 1852. state of intoxication, and therefore re· 
\'alue, one copper bemg considered ,, h' Ed h . h' - quired gentle treatment." 
worth ten slaves. Edenshaw's friends The ?earer oft. is, · ~n~ aw ' is c iet When at the invitation of the Rev. W 
iay he never captured slaves himself, of the tribe of ,Indians residmg on North H. Coll ison the various small tribes o 
;hough he constantly bought and sold !eland. I haH~ ri:ason to know that he the north shore of Queen CharlottE 
;hem. He obtained them chiefly from 18 a good ~an, tor .he b.as been the Islands gathered to form one settlemen 
:>kidegate and often went as far as Sitka means af savmg the lives of me and my at Massett, Edenshaw came with them 

. to sell them. He used to travel in state crl_lw. who were attacked .and taken and henceforth made Massett his home 
in a dug-out canoe twelve fathoms long, prisoners by the Massett Indians .off t?e Here he lived an uneventftil life fo 
elaborate! v nainted atboth ends manned harbor. of that name. He and his wife many years, and the only other occaEio 
by a large'number of slaves and' depend- !lnd child wer~ 0 1:1 board the vessel, com- when he at all attracted public notice 
ents. By means of constant trading he rng from Skiddigat h arbor rouna to was at the wreck of the steamer Sar 
accumulated a large quantity of pro· North Islan~, when on the 2.Bth of Sep- donyx: in 1890. The captain of that un· 
perty, and in the course of his life made tember, 185;'- we were surprised by some fortunate vessel speaks highly of th 
no less than seven large potlatches. canoes alongside. We were so overpower· " kindness and . hospitality shown by 

• .,.........,.....,.,.~,..,..,,...,,...--. He had not long ·been chief when he ed by numbe'.s, and so sudden the attack, Edensbaw and his people" to the ship-
had a narrow esc.ape of his life in an en- th~t ~II res.ista?ce on our I?a'.t was wrecked crew. The interview between 
couater with some Tsimsbians on the qm~e impoesible • bu~ af~er gamrng the the captain and Edenshaw was not al-
river Naas. He had gone · over with a cabm this_ man and his wife and two or tog~ther devoid of sentiment, for the 
large party of Haidas to sell a slave and thre~ of his men '!!ho happened to come captain adds: "As I could not speak 

1 a large copper. 'fhe Naas people recocr- off m a small _cllffoe, protecteuus tor his language, nor he mine, I laid the gun 
nized the 'slave as one of themselves an"'d 8eY'en ours until he made some terms which I held in my hand at his feet, as 
claimed him. This led to an angry dis· wi~h them for our safety. He saved. my a token of honor and respect." 
pute duriag which Edenahaw and a ch1?nometer and several o~her thmgs Edenshaw died at Massett on Novem-
Tsimshian chief engaged in a band-to- which be bro?ght to Fort Si~pson and ber 16th, 1894. In addition to a stone 
hand struggle. A bystander raised his gave to me. without ev~r as~mg for any over his grave, a monument has been 
gun tu siiuot Edenshaw, who adroitlv remuneratwn. I hope it this. should be erected to him iri the village street with 
swung his opponent round and.made s~ow~ to a_ny master of a sh~p, that he aninscriptioncommemoratingtheabove· 
him receive the charge, which instant! will ti eat lnm well for ~e de,erves well mentioned rescue· of the crew of the 
ki lled him . . . Etlenslrnw then rushe~ at the hand of every white man. Susan Sturges. 
towards his canoe. On the way several "MAT'flIEW RooNEY, He had two child ren , one. Geor@. 
shots were fired after him and two bu!- "Former Master of Schooner died before him; tlie other, !f&!!ry, still 
iets struck him, but he managed to reach " Susan Sturges." survives, and is now teacher of tne Mas-
his canoe and escape, though he carried In 1853 two government boats visited sett Indian school. He was succeeded 
the bullets, embedded in h is flesh all Edenshaw's territorv . and their com· : in ttrn chieftainsbip by his nephew, 
his l ife. ' manders interviewe<l°him. One of these Charles Edenshaw. 

In 1852, Captain Rooney of the was Captaiil W. Houstoun of H.i.\I.S. Thus ends the career of a man who 
~chooner Susan Sturges called at l\lassett Trincomalee, who states that be found certainly did some~hing to bring about 
on a trading expedition. The Masrntt Edensbaw a man of great influence in a good understanding between natives 
Haidas s'vi:rmed on board and took pos- the neighbo\·hood, and advises his being and whites in Northern British Colum-
rnssion of the vessel, the white crew tak- treated with great comideration. The bia, and it is doubtless partly owing to 
ing refuge in the cabin, where they other was Commander J. C. Prevost, of hi s. influence, and example th~t .. the 
would doubtless. have been· murdered, H;B.1\1: steam sloop Yirago, who en· Haidas have taken so readily to civilized 
bad not Edenshaw, ~~to be. gaged Edenshaw as bis pilot, and was ways and become one of the most law 
Qll boai;!_, interfe~ed on. thei~ beh!l!f. able t? say that he considered him "tbe abiding tribes on the Coast. 
He etooa with his back agamst the best pilot on the coast, not only know· ___ _,,...,,,...., 
;a bin door, and dared anyone to inj11re ing the different anchorages, bn t under 
t l..iem . As it was, the 11·hite ·men were stauJing more of the capabiliti~s of . 


