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Informant .obert St weart, ago 74 .r: incoli th, la.xskik Chief' e names: • , 
eit9 iko, txalax tk 

1'hh· i n s.t1 old re.ctice uoed by ,.e c ic o o kce the _ eople 

under c 011t r ol. I t t =.2 o:1t:: otf t l e ir:.oe t fearcc. of t~o cr..ief 's • o ,ere. 

a nd t he litora). rae ~inc of t Le •,,ord h.o.:t.d..'.o it ie(b.:1..ldc.0--to a .vlY 

medic nt e c :r. p oVier • .,it--pcr ... o._) .rcr ... on \'.'ho a...- ... lJc 1,m er. 

It a o e encr ~lly thoi.,;ht t h~.t haldo.c it v1J. .. l\ !)art of the 
' 

ch.l.cf'o eco1101.ic ctructm: e by :hich. ilc l :u.t h~o tTitc in line . 

t>hot~-d c.ny m~c f l~c tribccr.Kn be 1 ·: 1n his ooci"'l duty of yi 

tribute, tlle tr5.beorauH ,1ould be ~,iaited by e peraon uho v: .... 

1ndirec~ ll'.Ceec1 • .,cr of t 1e oh.:.of. Th e m e oaen er ir.fcrec1.~ t e tri bee.man 

th.:?.t he had had drec.mo of him or her, ll?1d .ninted thet the dr~at'ls 

were not ve!:y r;cod o.nc.1 that tl'!e t ri bcnmen ould be \,ell to conJul t 

wi t .h. -t:he chief l al "'it for hie or her O\m wclf re. Thie meant a. 

contri bution to the chic!on c~count of the other c ur-'n continual 

drea.mc. Then in order to invoke the powers of the hal it 

contributiona ~ere a must . 

Should thic man or \'toma.n ieno1°e theae hinte , aOJ::le of his 

wearine a pparel or eone article thc:1.t he used very of ten ould be 

fout1d mi eain...., , and he would be conlltantly be reminded that tne 

lei ine a.rt :!. clea had been taken for evil u.rposea and ti1at he ae 

now 3 haldnogit victim and that only the chi.cf ha.l4it could help him. 

,ne~ the~e tributea ,ore paid tno miaoin.c; garment or article 
I 

~ould alw~ye be found , entailin snother p,...ynent of tribut • 

The \'lriter ha::: aeon oever e.l bo .. :ce that were eeized by t. e 

people "'nd take.1 rom so-c lled r ctitionera of haldaogit ( 1,ch-

c r a ft) . One wa a in the posecsoion of the 13.te 1 , , . Lnr e , 
s • 

of _ort Simpson, B. c . Thie naa a wooden box made aterti ht, nbout 
'1 
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ilo inches long, 18 inches ide and 12 incheo in depth. .aen I 

aa~ it, the box wa s erfectly dry 

it; a piece of o11ud cloth r a in coQ 

d only a fe~ articles ,c~~ in 

it i t .. o ut ona on i t. a. 

bunch of h\;.mun hai r de into~ b 11, a nd a ~ort on of a m n'e or 

shirt . All t h e others l1ad been claimed h en t ... e box 

and t he on r e i d ntif1ed e ch rticlc. 

Th bo:,.. a e filled •• i t h f 11th derived from rot 1.eo. A.;s 

of h uman f le£ • uJ. ee,ch article 1? s ti d to t i4e i n&ide o! t he box 

cover . ,hen he rot h d ouf f ici ntly clccnc t ie nwn .... n nair 

LwL.ich f a s t ened t _ e - - t · ale to th lig/ t e article ould fall 

into t. e f ilt .. , thue causin · th illneGs and eventual death of 

the victim. 

wa s .:4 

medic~l mi 3 ionary or ao~e time . 

; he ~r a ctitio~er ~ad oe en und r pic1on io1 ile 

and the youn men of the villa e d b een ahil.do in~ hi...l and keeping 

him under observation. Fin!.1.lly one ni~ht iao seen ~~lkirl.B round 

a house i n hich a man wa o lyin.; very ill and • s aup .>oeedly one ot 
so- called 

tho victims of the kfi•wa ha.ldaogit . (Dr. Large said the man was 
' ' actually dying of T. B.) The young :man ,ho had the su.apeoted 
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pr ctitionor under observa tion folloted him into tno wood3 unti1 he ca.me 

to a wn.all pool of wa ter . llere the suapeoted , n took ofl' hie 

clothe s a nd_ ba t ed in tne pool after danciu in the a allOi a ter . 

Th <.m e dressed and ent :fa.rth c.1.• into t oods 1· be- a.n to di . 

nd brouer~t out a box from. the round . 

I t was then that the . a tcnin youn men took him into 

custody a nd brought him to Dr . La.re ' s residence. for the doctor 

v aa a .ruatioe of the Poace aa well . There at the ofi'ioe 01· Dr . Lar e 

the haldaogit box waa placed on the floor and opened . All the 
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people been to identify their poaaeaiona, hich were tied in 

sca.ll bundlea in the box . There were aorne articlee left unidentified 

and tho :peopl e considered t hf'.t they beloneed to those of the victims 

t h~t wore alreedy d ead. 

The unapect, nho waa a chief of vo-::y high rank, wa.e pl u.oed 

on trial, but the only result waa that t he l'.ill n ,1a.a b ound over to 

keep t he peace, for because of their fea r of hiu no one would t estify 

agninot him ffhen it oe.me to~ trial. 

Another incident of a haldaoe i t being t .. ken ,1it h hio wi tcJtcraft 

outfit. Related by the late :ur ·s . Kate Dttdoward to the writer 

ao~e yeara before her deoease. 

"I w::i.o a t eacher nt ! its.mat, and i.tnd~r tho joint autnority 

of t he I ndian De pa r tment and the thon l!et.hodiet Church the niaeion 

wao at Y:i t ruila t . l'y huab nd, Alfred Dudowa.rd l aqa.auet: chief ot t e 
• git?a.nf6, taar1siyan) waa a point~d by the •overnoent aa a 

constable , and we were both living and stationed at 1'..itaoa.t . 

At· l .. i tam.at t h e re are two villages. The winter village 11ae 

ai tm\ted at uhl:.t ia nm, tho Indian 11 taraat Villaec, and x.1.erc the 

people lived and held t heir dra.Mae during the per iod November to 

llarch . The st.UDeer village was on the J itaJ.18.t river, ,here t~e~ 

moved to ga+.her oolichana, which t hey prooeeaod for oil. They 

lived here until the salmon f i shing and berry and other food g t h er1ng 
and 

waa done, for the adjacent mountain~ w re rioh in gam.ei berriea . 

Aa their teacher 1 moved from villa e to village ae the , 

people moved. 1here ae a. l:it a.ma.t heao chief ho the peoJ)le fe red 

very muoh . llis name was xwe~ a, and as ell as being suspected 
I 

I 
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al A lialJ:lAt}lit, lle nas alao :c1, very powerfu.1 b.a.l4i t. The yoti.ng 

I,Jeople had teen kccpi1~. iliz:l u.tu.o.i. uurvcillanc 6 f 0.1.· c. lo1 while . 

i .. il • 

.i.t v,aB bc:.1id a praetitioLcr c,1' uitohora.ft had .::.lwcyo to make 

eohlpletc oi:r.cl~ c.rot·.nv. the houae \,here hio v1.ctim lay dying or else th:e 

inf luenoe QI' 1,0\,0l'.' of tl'lr~ hc.:..&,og:.:.:t. wou.lc.: f~l:.. bo.c" on tlic 

p;ra.ctitio11(;;r h:i.L1Dclf or t.eroclf • tt.uc cnue.ing tuo dee.t u of t.he 

h~lda.ogit;. lCJl.~0Y6r , c.i"tcr th death of a v::.ct:1m the 11.fl.l.duog.i.t 

had to f!k'.'1.ke a circle ru·ound t :t.L.e gra:ire of hit? viotiri or roll on the 

ec.rth of thf.: grave within one day of the buri&l- o.nd :i.f t'.ey tVere 

not able to 6.o t h is they themaelvea ,vould• die. Uo alwa.ye a etri,r.i t 

wa.toh w~o maintained over both tho house c:..1td the grave of t h e victim • 

.But the watcl.lers could naver Cl..tch xi.van~' .x., a.lthoue;o they 

claimed t:......t in some inst.,mcee tri.1.cko led frori the crave o.nd 

then to ~he v·illage but a.lwa.v-a the t.ra<ll-.a miro lo~t . 

,hen a. yer;y popular young ohicf d .... ed feeling w~s g1•e-,t1Y , 

aroused, ea.;.>ecially a,monc; t :i:te young people~ and aome aame to 
I 

my _.:1. re<l DudowJ.rd 
· huobw.1d I.JV asking perruisoion to aeQ.rcn the v.inter recidenee 

o:f xw~114 • ...111e wae at t ho ericd when a ll the peopl6 v.ere buuy 

fishing foi· oolichen a.t their eur.ll-eer village . 

Sinoo my hu.aba.nd LAlfrod .uudowu.rd, the consta.bl.@/ feared 

fox the 1 lfe of' r,1&~~ if he rof'ueed peroiaaion f'o:r the se&rCht 

t hey eet out at once for the now deserted winter village . they 

searched the whole house of xwen 6, finally comina to the chief 's 

J 
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I elceping pl u.co . They sOWldcd tl o :.L~our.d u:.1til one l)lace eave 
I 

for h a. ollo,1 UH , ,he. they ciu , ai cl curii.0 U,l,l<Jfi tl..u to • l .. ioh 
I 

,ar/ u 'J od :1 • u c.:u o nu . - c~ce oi' t::.Lo h J L;-:. ... mon.t s one t J.tl maasl bundles SUOJ.>"" ed L uu tl,,o ,,.~i<\e of t h~ Jove,· ver n 
,oul Hr.tcll!.hg lic.1.tdd lilt'. o up o r 1o :eu htllil 1~ flc • id hu1..1.a.n 

t C 

to thei.1..· o·,m rs tl.i.u sr: ll bunule of odu 

to re urn 

1d u1.du in tl.c box. 

;,cw(:lltf' wa::i uu\Jj ctcd to ,uch f'.buse b tl .. c r,eople, vu o 

ope: 1 ' ,..:cuse 

d o s o, for dJ,_ey i'e rod hi~ J: we or i·~t lir-1,t S.011 . 

The ino;:.dent of tne attempt to kill w.i.aeka, ob. ef of t 1e irn~')an ik, 

by l aldao i t. Told by tho l ate • rk Luther oome ye ra o. 

' ,1iaeka , t ho giapuwudv, d cl1.i ! of t he ginc.x?~ngik., 11a.s vory 

ill a..nd ha.c. been for a l one "v,h1le. Ile auf c.red te ri olo p/ine in 

his atomach ml ~as gra u lly . cake11ir.1.g . and i t ec.mc<l to J-11 t iut 

he aa dying. 1'he ;>atern l or1 in of ia•~a 
' of t: .. 3 g ..1.sp • lo ?r ta l-<m11 aot in a a npokcat.o.n for e 

I 

l eeex !:f"wl'i:., c o to one ilm.:: ?on ik ... e dman an 

y ou not 1ul p ·ou~ c ie !r~m hie u,r~ring . He 

by one of iii fa t ... e:-' 3 o n peoplt) . I:f you enqu 

tol h i m 'hy do 
\ 

has been be itched 
I 

re of t crnal 

aunt oi' iu~ a ai.1.P. will tell y ou hat hap.,'-'cmcd . But do ao 

an you ill b e a"'ule to eav(. tho life o your chief •" The noxt aay 
nekt a , and o id 11lly dea r oman. it ia ,ell that you ohould have pity 

.!mk, t he apokcaman of i s ke , ent to hie maator'e patorna.l a.unt 
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for your nephew ho ie my master. He is no very eak and ill 

soon die unleoa you tell me hat ohould be done.! 

The .oman then told g!mlc, N nephow 1a the victim of a 
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haldaogit. , en the old logex died on the Skcena, one of tne paternal 
/11100.,,ca/ 

uncles of ray nephew took his/belt and placed it on the dead la 

stomach. Thio uncle was Jealous o! the prestige of wislka. When 

they took all t he dead mo.n ' s insides out t 1lia l)aternal uncle of 

your ma.ater took the belt hich your master al aya ore and put 

it in the de d ma.n's nouempty stomach and left it there to rot . 

nd it is no oauoing t he illneoa of your master while it ia 

rotting, and when it ha CO!D.plet ly ro~ted and disappeared then your 

maoter will d ie. The only nay in hich your master could be saved 

would be to reoovcr that belt, oleanoo it, and then bury or burn it 

after it is clea.need . 11 

g! mk returned to hia mo.oter and lold h i m all that he had 

le ned, then he called in ll the other hea men and told t hem, 
11 e must leave here very aeorotly and it ill be ell to say tlJ.at 

we re going on a raiding ty to the keena . e ohall pretend that 

we a re oins to retaliate on the , 
omall giu?ax?a.ngik party at kwol 

• itaaJ.?aea for an attack on the • 
a (Porch r Ioland). Here 

several of our tribecmen ere killed and e have never retaliated 

fol" this . e can pretend e are going to do that no and the 
' ' gi .f)a .l ?o t a people will not be ouopicioua of ue." 

There were two eons ot ie ke .,reoent, and they eaid& ". e 

are going to oome along on thie w r party, aa c must learn to 

fight." Thie troubled the gin ?a,x'->angik leader .!m.k, who did not 

want ti1e o t ,o brotl'1ers along , but there waa no way he cou.i.d 

refuse them. So eeofwnoPn£iaf9tift18b CiffoRfiS'\!HeFSeie t 8in to 
gin ax)eng! arr1ora 
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• e raid on the giteal~soae a repris l . • 
Thero three canoes. It was the t e nen the people 

went to the Nass :for oolachen fiehing. 

The ar party now eet off but g!mk ao orried about how to 

et rid of the to young one of ia6ks, as the~e ere t c nep.re o of 

the dead chief le ex whose body they intended to exhume, and they 

knen t.J.c t o young nepnewe ould obJeot if anyone touched t e buri l 

place of their unole . 

So !m.k planned: "One canoe will go aheo.d to spy on the 
• whereabouts or the ~1teol?&oe and the other two canoeo ill it • 

. ' . at the old giapo.xl ?ote village for the return o the spy canoe. 

The epy canoe will be placed under the le derahlp or the young aon 

of wie6ke . 0 

e:m.k did this to overcome any auspicione that the youn& men 

Drleht have of the real purpose of thin trip • • a soon as the 

one canoe nent on up the river the remaining ones set to work 

to e:xhum_e t he corpse. of lee • They found the pl ce here he 

was buried, which had been carefully covered 1th heavy tiJJ1bero 

so that no wild animals could dig it out . ,hen they ound the 

body they opened u~ the etorr:aoh of the oorpeo and beheld amone 

oome other thinas in the sto~aoh tho belt belon ing to w1s ka . 

They took thia nd then r turned the corpee to its burial 

place ruid covered it up. Thon they took the belt to the water 's 

edee and n shed it. 

Now baok at Metlakatla, where wia~ke lay ailing and very 

oak, he suddenly folt relieved and had no further pains. at the 

very time that the gin9a.x?ongik men had taken t he belt from the corpee 

of 1Gg6x and clee..need i t. 

7 

j 
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The mon then made reparations to return to their village 

as they had accomplio ed hat they had oo~o £or. he eons of 

wia6ke who ere leading the oth r t wo canoeo becamo suspiciouo of 

t he delaying a ctions of t he othcre in the canoea.nd t hen hen 

they had been g one a couple of days a. f ou 01· t he arriora ere for 

turning b~ck and othoro planned thnt a fen hould bo aent ahead alone 
• 
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to see if it w<m poasible to eurpriee the Litaal ?aaa. But they could • 
not agreo nat to do ao t hey turned back, kno i n however that t hey 

had given thoou that remained behind enough time to aooompliah 

what t hey had come for 1thout arouoing the suopic1ons of t he to 

young oons of oio ka. 

Theoe tuo you.18 men now aaid~ "Your actiono are atranee; 

y ou d o not behave a s if you ore oing to ma.ke a raid on oomo one 

but rather a.a if you h d come for another urpoec . Those that we 

left behind muat be up to eome other purpose, eo e ouat return 

at once. '/hy have they chosen t he spot where our uncle i a buried 

to make a camp'l Your a ctiona are very uopio1ouo . " 

So t hey returned to the oport l'lhere they rJAd left the others 

and a~w that t hey too were ready to return . , en they reached 

t he v i llage t hey told is6ks; 11 c f ot1nd your belon ins 1naide t e 

remaino of l a ex a nd e clo~msed t eoe ~nd then burned th II • 

"Yes" , 1\eplied wis ks, "it must J. :ve been then that I 

immediately felt better, und now I am getting ell." 

Thus ha pened the attack on ioeka y t , e haldao~it . 

There a re several thingo a haldaoeit practitioner muat o or a 

re otion oeto in and t he pr actiti oner himeeli' or nerael ill 

yerieh • • irot, while his victim i e dying t he haldaogi t must make a 

complete c i rcle around t h e house of t he victim; otherwise the 

powers us ed to kill t h B victim will turn upon the haldao i t, Sven 



thoue,l1 these powera a.re his on, theLe are no e 1e uses everyd y 

that he hao no control over, and tneoe could re ct on hi if he 

miouaed them in any Y• 

lso, upor1 the deo.th of the victim the 14 o it muot make 

direct contact with the earth of the r ve by r ollin on it or by 

eome otler means g ettin in contact 1th the bur ial ~lace, and thls 

must talce place on the eame nieht aa the burial. 

The foll o ing ie an a ccount by the late illirun usgrave, sadz.!n, 

laxgibu,· gin?ad6ika . 

Thia is an incident t At.Lt happened after t he _people l1ad moved 

to Port S1M.l>eon e.nd the burial grounde were opened in the inland 

section or Port Simpaon . 

The young oioter of ill iam Huagruve became ill nd aa 

sick a long while , and a gidzaxi • man a au peot ed of bein& the 

haldaogit . Thie ~an had w~nted the youn oman t o become hio son'o 

wife , but eo notorious waa the name of thie g1dz6.xl a i. man tn.at all 

ere e.fraid of him and his family . When his aon ' e suit ao refuoed 

9 

he muttered t t the young ,oman ou db 

marry hio eon. 

orry for navin ref Bu to 

ot long after , the young woman became ill d many halaita 

were called in to minieter to her , but all the halaita were firm 

in their belief that someone as bewitching her . Then the parents 

of the woman made every ef fort to contact the haldaogit. 

men the young oman finally died a wa ch as kept around 

her houoc, the you male relatives of the deceased secretly 

eta.tioning themeolvos roundabout . During the nie,ht the watching 

young people were aurprioed to see a wolf run around tho houoe and 

then disappear into the bueheo and ••• • l..en of u§/ 
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