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INTRO UCTIO 

The manuscr.1pt"' ich follovs repre ent one . step in 
the fulfi ent ot an greement between the eople ot 

tw neool and the Provincial M seu of Br1t1sh Col bis . 
It contnins a statement of .t¥ ncool histories , territories, 
aud la\i s th.e Ki tw ncool want them st te • It tbi s typed 
ver~ion is ap;rove by the representatives ot the twancool , 
it will be yUbllshed without alteration by the useum. It 
seen,$ de.iJ.r~ le to provide in •dd1 tion this brief introduction 
desc1•ibi11r the agree ent nd how 1 t ea e about .. 

In the spring of 19; \ 1lson ff and Michael . ew , 
representing the Prov1nc1 l Mus um and the British Col 1bia 
Tot m Pole Preservation Committee , v1s1te Kitwancool to 
negotiat the removal of a small number o! totem >oles for 
perraanent preservation. iseussions 1th representatives ot 
t J. K1 twancool had been carried on. in previous ye rs , but 
up to that time no tote pole heel evei- b ·en re ov o fro• the 
village ., 1he iJ.twancool ch1 fs . 1d not eons1uer it proper, 
un or any c1rcum.)toncas, to sell tb·1r tote pole o tright. 

Accor ingly , the useum officials r.ade a ne kind of 
offe1·i th t !or eao ol pol re oved .for preservation, a 
new nd ex ct copy, carv din Victoria, would be returned 
and ereotec.1 in the <v1llag • A meeting of th chiefs and 
people or twancool accepted his roposa.l but added one 
further con 1tion: that i-he1r histories, territories and 
l ws were to bo written down, published, and ade available 
to the Un1ver ity for teaching purposes . The following 

greemQnt was then drawn up an notarize . 
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b tw · n 

·O Lr, 0 · KI · NCOOL R VINCI L UG. BRI IS 

COLm-IDI C 1 C~R IQ C~RT IN TOT. OLC. 0 . T'IANCOOL 

h r a 

heres 

The part1 

he Provi ci 1 1s um f British Col b1a de ires 
to reserve a number of the tot m pol of 
itwancool for the use an bene it off tur e 
en r tions ot both white &n native peo les , 

and 

The people of t ancool al o desire to prer-erve 
their totgm ooles and f rthermore d t,.,ir that 
their · thentic hit ry , the tories of th r 
tot pole, their soci 1 organization, terr itories 
and laws be writt n d wn , published and used in 
the highest education 1 in titutions of the 
province to teach t 1t tr en rations of wh1 t an 
native students abo t K1 tw ncool, 

hereby ake the follovin agr e nt : -

The peopl of ..itw ncool hereby agree : 

1. To permit tho remov l of three tot m poles 
to 1ctor1, • c. for permanent pr servat1on. 
The three pols be1ngc 
(a) Chi f iha ' pole now lying b ide the 

house of Mr . alter o e . 
(b) Chi t 1ha ' pole now standi g 1n the 

olo vi llage . 
Cc) Chi f Gunot pole showing three fros 

an now fallen in th old village . 

2 . To provide eutbent1e 1nfor tin on th 1r 
hieotory, traditions , social or an1zat1on an 
laws to prope ly q lifi d er~ons , o that 
the information y b written ,own, publish d 
an din teachin st cents ebo t t neool . 
In rut re to prov1c1 such 1nfor ion as 1 
r quir to prop rly qualif1 d repr sentatives 
of the tn1ver ity of Br1ti h Colu 1 so th t 
thy a further clarify 10 tion which y 



aria in the co 1 e of t yin and teaching 
bout Kitwancool . 

3. hat th con itions 11ste belo, to b 
ndertaken by the ~rovinci l Mt e of 

Br1t1 h Col m ia are coept bl to the. 

e c rtify th t th s con ition ar 

Chi f 1ha 

cc t ble 

Chi f Gal y lt, 
per ~ubehi f Leseq 

Tbe Provincial M s um of British Coll1mbi her by a rees:-

111 

1. To eause the above escribed pols to be 
removed from ... itwancool, to tr nsport thee 
poles to Victori, • C. tor pe1manent 
preserv tion, to ve skilled carvers ?18ke 
exact copies or the~e poles, to transport the 
co 1 bac to Y..itwancool , con~tr ct for them 
suit ble ba e and erect th . in place~ t 
b • esi natad by th Kitw•ncool eo le, nd to 
acco pli this y y 30th., 19 9. 

2 . To provide fund to cover the expen es of a 
person accept bl to bot part1 "to visit 
L'l.1 twancool for a period of not ore han two 

eks, to write wn the suth ntic stori or the totem pol a ancl the history nd lews of 
the tw ncool people as 1ct t by them. 

(A Mr . Con tan e ox has been n ed s a 
saitable person we ,gree to contact her an 
deter ine wh th r he is v1111ng n able to 
mdert ke this work, and 1t so, to e 
rrang men ts fo . r to so. J 

It 1 under too th t copi s of' th infor ion 
o vr1tt n dovn vill be made available to the 

peopl or Kitw ncool, th iv r~1ty of Br1t1 h 
Columbi, nd the Provine! l Muscu of Br1t1 
Col ,.bia . 

3. To borrow th ap of Kitw ncool territory 
rep re y Mr . re Goo , to copy it, en to 



ret rn the ori ins l a p to twancool. 

4. To issue e publication which w1ll emb y the 
inform t1on n ap referre to above ,. in 
sufficient b rs so that it ay be obtta1ned 
by all who 1nt r ,t • 

5. To provid t e Univ r ity ot Briti~h Col bie 
with copies of all of th abov information 
and mp, anc al o suffic1ent co 1es of the 
above-mention d publications tor the use ot 
professors and tm'ients. urtb rmor , to 
reeommen · to the ottioial~ of th TJni ver. 1 ty 
that tbese materials b extensively s din 
t ohing the co 1ng enerat1ons of student 

iv 

ebo t 1Cit~ancool . An ' furthermore, to inform 
the officials or th 'niver 1ty that t e 
people or. twancool w ul welco e su gestions 
for the improve nt of tb ir leg l position 
and w l.t' r; an in future may ask the 
University and the Prov1nc1sl Musettm tor 
infor ution an dvice on matters within their 
comp tence and concerning the people of 

t ancool . 

6. To provide cop1 s of this gre ment , for 
perman st record, to the p oole or K1t1,1ancool, 
th .t>rovincial useum or r1tish olnm 1 , 
an tbe lniver tty of Br1t1 h Col b1a. 

W1l n ff, 
Provinci l Mu e of 
r1ti h Columbia 

Haz lton, • , • 
March 21+-, 1958 

• aily 
(Author1zed w1der the 
I isn ct to a 1n1ster 
o tbs.) 

Walt r rerrio , 
Chi f' Councillor, 
Kitw neool Ban • 

W1 tnes,s, 
Peter l1llln 
President . 

t 



In accordanc with the egr e ent, arrangement were ad 
tor .. (r • onsta c Cox to s 1 so· e ti e in Ki tw ncool during 
Octob r, 1958, an tor cord tl histories and laws e <liot t d 
by the c .. on representot1v or the Kttwancool peo le. h 
pr ur t be follo ed \ir s wr1 tten o• n ~n b follow1n 
st r+ nt, hich - as s nt to all art1 a concerned. 

To th people of mi tvJ ncool 1 

cco · g o the t 1ms of h agr e.mont signed in 
I no-w have the olca"'ure ot en ing to you yo r ol 
friend nr • C nstance Co• , who w s c osen on yo r 
"' gg ~ti.on the o t suitable person to r1 te 

.· it ·nn ool hi tory and laws . I m au_r th t yo 
1ve !rs . CQX your f ll cooper ion 1 carryin 

ril , 

1t.'n th 
11 

t 

V 

diff1cu t n 1 ·•port& t tas which we h.av · i to l r. 

M y I offer th following s ggestitms 0 .1 now t .. i o:rk . y 
b•st b c rr1 u out . A a & nora.l rinciplo I UL'le 

l.e peopl 01' Ki t· ancool know what 1 mpfJrt nt in their 
history and tradition . Thy now hat should be written 
down nd they know who the best apeat r. fo each cl n 
ere . Therefore, t1e cboiee of. topics to be reoor d 
a o pa r houl b left co pletel to th m. 

The first step , then, is for the people to what 
things l'. l be writt n clo • Presu ably thi 111 
incl e th . :full • tori s of the t hree tot r..: pol s s nt 
to V1ctor1 , the full hi torie of ae e en in th 
v1ll ge, tLe to:ries of other tot m poles, the story of 
the Tsetsaut war , nd other infor ation on K1tw ncool 
h1Qtory, la~ , and cu to~. ln rec r ,ing e story, it 
is very important to get 1 t eomplet as possible, 
1nelu~ing ov n parts involving adultery or oth r thing 
th t r reared a offensive . he whol story hold 
be written ovn, end offensive part c n b l ft m1t at 
a later ti if nee sary. 

The econd st p 1 for ach clan or family to appoint 
a spo s n to s1t down With Mr.-• . Cox n r l t th 
histor1e. ~his st be don slo.rly en ugh so that he 
can writ down a r ll nd 1r ct tran lat1on at t,e t1 
It will b low work, but w1ll nsure an acer te 
t:r nscription. 

en s. Cox rt rns her not books o s, 111 h v 
th stori s type utan cop1 will b nt to th 
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University and to twanc ol. Preparations will b 
made for turning out a public tion which will etiaty 
the terms or the agreement. 

r • Cox pent tho ;1er1od fro ct ber 1 to -.'>cto'ber 19 
in Ki twsncool, l!er work w. s ch fae111 t tea by th g n rous 

Vi 

hos.pit l1ty nC, coope.rat1on of 1r. nd 1rs . • i . McKilvington 
( r. McK1lv1ngton bing the chool teach r in the village). 
As the appointed chief nerrat d tbe stori St Mrs. Cox transl ted 
them into gllsh and Mr. McKilvlngton wrot . the down, The 
narrstiv s f1ll one hard cover not boo. Jn the last page 
appe r the signatures of all the chiefs vho were responsibl 
tor the telling of the histori s. ,1.he 11 t is as follows: 

These are now the Signatures of all these chiefs ho 
have been re ons1blo for the t ll1ng of th e histories: 

olf Cla Chief: 

Wolf Clan Chief: 

Wolf Clan Chi r; 
olf Cl n Chief : 

~olf Clan Chi f, 

Frog Cl n Chief t 

rog Clan Chief : 

Wee-kha •• • • • ••• ~r. ·rnest Smith . 

• • • • • • • 

• • • 
Ne -la-g -n vs • • • • 

• • • • • 

r.. 'alter o se 

fr . \Ja ltcr • errick 

red Goo' 

B. W. fcK1lv1ngton t e- ks -se- guh 

Gam-la -y lt 

L "s-s y-gu. 
• • • •• Solomon Qooo 

• • • • • M ggie Goo 
·rog and Wolf Chief: Gu-gul-gow •• ( Presid nt) Pet r Willia 

r. Peter 1111ams is the r sident of Kitwancool and 
h been given the power of attorney to handle this bu61ness 
cone rning the olf pole ·or the do ble haded Qaa-quk-d1k-g1 t 
snd the Ski -sim, an th rag pole or Chi t Glven-nn na . ed 

ee-ga ks . Mr . Constance ox was t he interpreter n Mr , 
McKilving:ton -wrote the 0 tories. 

• • • • • • • • 

Han written ccounts tak n down phr by hr e from 
n inter rt r r n1r a e rt in ount of 1t1ng to tran fr 



the into an ea ily-re d printe !or • tten the p ct etlon 
nd senteneo struct 1.1r · h ve to be r v1 ed. Some ti e sm 11 
1r.un . tonding .hich wer not present 1n t e or1 1n~1 

Ind i an v rsi but arise thro 1h iff1c tlt1 s of tr nslat1on 
can b cl "rec up. The spell1ng of Inclian n me <: n be 
stan a:rd1 z o. 

Car has bent ken 1n he roe s of editing to 

vii 

pre e1·ve the origin l o e or expression an· not to chan any 
e n1ng. To small ~e rap the orde r of the material has 

b en alt rd, for ex le, to brin all the laws ad c sto s 
together into one s ction . Two map haY b en J:•awn, b ed 
on the p of tr . Fred Good (ment1one in the agreement). 
Tbe photo rahs sed are copies oft one which ver 
supplied tot arrators when them teri l w recordod. 

The debt of grat1t which the pe pl of Citw neool 
nd he ::>:rovincl .l Huse1 m owe to .. r • C x an to ,nr. and 

• • c lv1ngton shoul al ob place on r cor her. 
Their ffort~, generously and freely onated , have been 
larg l yre ponsibl for the acco pl1shment f this task. 

Wil on Duff 
Prov1nc1el . u o·• , ictor1 
ct ber, 1959 
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H1 toric l tory of th Tot Pol of he 

Clen or th olv , Q1lt-winth , o1 Kit ancool 

Record don Octob r 11 an 13 , 195d1 fro Chi r 
e • lhe t Mr . 1' e t Sm1 th. 

The r pol (left , in pit r) 
r ollo The bir · to the p r 

( e - ) - o th p of po ar 
the e 1 . l e , Ski , th 

o of carv r pr t1ng 
chi , s \ibo ! h tt1rou in 

e in the ont of us). 
Th gur · ol , ho 1n t , 1 
the por 1 . • 

Th n e or the pol 1 111• - daugh . On 
t\ifo ep n the history o _e ol . It hold m ny 
s r th clan; one or which will reeor d follows. 

The story 1 tho , or or , 
at X -an (th pr t Prince t the clan t 
villeg . The chi ha ny w c • One or th 
nice oft ent out t foun aw 
grub t e t p ld fro t 

rub, nd 1 r 6 it up agains 
the wall . th l - - ath - a • now); o t 
1 ts li ttl c l th ti e. T e hi d 

sot ur e hand ov rl 11th ti 
ah1mn • 

Unknown th o the chi f , th• grubwor 
a t t w y t h WO of he OU e n h 

u r tot o e , her it w e ting th 
w o , every h o • It wen undergr und to 
ho fter h , end th ould not unc rs t nd wh t 
was e ting ev rything up~ t a part of this "chil . ., s 
d ina that • 

. be p ople in the la t h 
d c1 d o k ep w tch on h ir 
gne ing o1 1n n bx anc fo n 

th e of villa 
o n boxe • - hea d a 

h 1t wa a h ood 
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grub. They stabb d nd stabbed it , and d g a trench 
1 ts hu e b y , tabbing e ch pa:rt as t~y , . ..,_,,,. .• ,.. .. ,,'"""' 
!ollowed it right bae to the baby 1n th cradle le 
against th wall. Th tr neh thy uk c n still be 
Prine R pert , by n7one who knows the tory. 

following .. 
ning 
een ne r 

w nt 
Sh 
How v 

The mother flt very sd at th loss or er child . She 
own to thee ge of thEJ w ter and cr1 d ov r its lo s. 

a w1 h that th w. ter would ri.., and floo th vill 
r , the only person drowne w h rself , Will- a -dug . 

The people got together, and the chief dee1d d ttey 
would ove. Th y oved to th Na s River and ca a villag 
which they called an- lath- • th- u, which mea.ns to se in both 
direction . ft r th village ha been e tabll bed , the eh1 r 
an h1 ra ily wtnt up on the ount in to hunt ground og 
( ueaku) . On the mountain, a groun,hog spo e to one of th 
youn hunters , ay1ng tthea.• uk, .he • Uk • It w s telling b.i 
that hi w1fe wan bing unf 1thf l to hi f the -word "hee-uk" 
en h is at 1t ag in" . T young hunter left th people 

on the mountain n s cretly went own to the village . He 
arriv lat at night when 1t was ve y ark, an toun hi 
wife al ep 1n bed with another an. he bo r · of th wall 
were only tied on w1 th root I nd he pushed the a .. 1 e, 
enter·, and killed the an. 

e looked at the n he had 
w- a prince, th son of a chi r. 

ade or arten tur tr1 me vith er 
unborn cariboo hoof . e took the 
t e intention of keep1n it, b t 
hard• voice calling to hi. 

1lled , and saw that he 
vor ch1ef 1 clothe 

in end fringed with 
robe oft the e an , with 

l e too holding 1 t he 

It was the oth r r the ea prince , weep1n and 
asking for her son back. he eon wa r lly a olt , th 
Prine ot tL. olv s, vbo ll 1 p r onatin a bu n b 1ng . 
His na v Ga • ba~ga •k~en, meaning one who kille n ate 
ten eer ta tie. H el o ha as cond nae , G m- g h• min- uh, 
meaning one vho bit oft thee r of the er and te th • 
(Mr. alter rr1c now carries thi na • It 1 av ry 
v lua l n e , orth any hund ot f a t • ) Th oth r 
k pt crying n askin th t her on be g1V n b c to her, nrr you o not iv on ck, so ethin t rr1ble vill 
happ n to yon . 



h fl ,nrc fa arge 
oh r of the dead prino 

an el<> the uner l son 
tl v ver the villa e ·stJ 
~1 gin t d ath ongs 

b1r. on the tot - pole 1 the 
hol the 1 tory o th pol 

th ol o an. th1 b1r 
cryi O iv y s n b "• n 

" u- s - tu- ar-lq l•l 1tl" . 

h n he ird po , 

If- yo o 
will happ n to h 

ot ive 
vill.ag • •• 

The chi f poke: 

back· y on o thi dr df l 

3 

0 G1 r er ac t h robe of h s n , th robe you k t. 0 

w uld not t •· 1t fro their b • They put it on th 
root, but still sh vo 1' not ta ~ it. '- e k pt tly1 .. ov r 
the villa e a1ng1ng the! er l ong . Then sh an a run ral 
song calling for avJ rain (ho•hi• is) to i th village. 
It b a .. to re1 very har , unti strea r n throug h 
Village. 

ov d f 
b . f 
(t l 
rn s 
moun 1 
tt1s n 
s ri 

lli. 
'in 
pri 

Th d ei< y 
u th ass v 

ver call n 
it to a he v 
e e t 

it s b 
ct1on of tl ry y 
e ea wat r. 

h1 f's a 
s Zo- a a•g 
!ro s" , Gen-n 

t r", an .. ""a - g 

to ov again. hey 
1 on th 

l; o 1v r•• 
C 

s , 11 
to l1ve. urin 
bf ab a tif 1 l 

ubor 
pew 

qwanks u 

a shin one". 
Lt-lo• a -h 

sttting in 
• 

Th y aw at tt..e hottom or t 1 p ·1 , 
11 bo.A w1 th 11 :T'e carv d on 1 t . b1 r s nt his 
thre n h W" to bring it to hi • to xa in. hey exa 1n d 
1t b.lt could not u.n r tend w at it was, xc t t hat 1t va 
a sqt sr -loo in ox with i ur ea v d on 1t . 

Aft r 
r,11 . " ive 

th ox 
n or 

rd t e voic 
11 will b f 11 



he dirge w r p tP agaln an ag in. 

The chief took tl:e box and xa n 1 t mor closel.:. 
Ue ound that 1 t repre ente a ho se, which was bu1lt a~ 
tho gh it h a basement of roe (~hak-g m-loab). In e ch 
oft four corn rs Y8t> a c rved er. All this t1 et bir 
wa c yin , "Gtve back my on. r yo . on•t, o ething 
dr iul!1Jl w111 co e to 11 of you.'' U h. ld the box up over 
t he fir • he stopped eryir~g nd spok : ttl{othing will 
happen to you, s I bave ot y cbil ." che c1d not t e the 
bo.x. T chief kept 1t nd p sed it on, along with its 
n .e dh k-g m-loab, to tle present da a coat o ar or 
crest. 

The chief decided tti y wol1ld eve ag in. H g th r 
his household an trav lle until they re .ched Git-an-yow. 
that w the first n me iv n tot 1 vill , and man 
0 v1lla e or ny people", or "b1g village". It was t"ifteen 
mlles long, ext nd1:ng f o nine mils below the re ent 
villag p to the lake. Lat r, h y began h ving war , n 
after the war there w r ver y f people left, and they 
changed t h nae to K1twancool , which en n rrow v lley. 

Regarding hunting n tra ping gro·rd of tl Kitvancool, 
hief Wee-khe (Mr • . net Smith · expl ined; 

They travelled aro m to f1 a place w r · t r. re w s 
much food; me•t and !1 h in the :for t.,, lake, an riv r, 
so hey co ld live there fo ev r. T ey found the place 
Git-an-yow, and fond it to b very w althy in game and f1 h. 

e~ other nearby v111 g learned ot t ego place th 
Git-an-yov lad founc., they c e n J 1ned tle vill ge lso. 
They deci ed that th proper thing to do wa to build hot1s t 
an three were built. 

The house they b ilt w re so big that t\tlo 8 ok hol 
were ac'e in ae house. T e ll figures shown on th tot 
pole ( in the pict!tre) vere used as ho s c rvin • na . e 
of th house va An-wi-sin-.zock, hich refer to its lerg 
1ze. vi !tor entering th door had so t r to go to t. 

back oft e hoise that e was ashamed or mbarra sed (zock). 

The t)i tot pole (1n th J cture) both belong to the 



sam er st an(} .ave the sa e to ies. The ere t on th 
s con pole are the a e ere ts brought fro Prince Rupert 
e~ the design for the totems to be o rved at Git- n-yow. 
These w re th crests us din Prince Rupert a thou nd year 
ago by th olves. 

Mon ay, October 13 

(Continu d) The History of the ouse of Skim- 1 , the 
ount in Eagl 

This tory begin fro the er of Kse-gen-d ~h1n. 

On top or the pole ii the ouble•headed an calle 
0 e-quk-dik-giat. The eath song of' this pole u t be sung 
at the tie of t1e erection or the new pole of this house. 
(Mr. Walter Derr1c~ 1ng1ng thi on • It will b 
recor don at pe reoo der at the t1 ten w pole i 
erected.) 

5 

A "death song" 1 !'ung wh n a chi f pa s s w y. His 
bod laid 0 11t ready for the funeral, the house is filled with 
peopl fro ll the cl r rent clan, n th n the death so g 
1s sung. Until it s ung, th history 1 not complet • All 
the ember of the clan pay money for this fun ral. The 
honour and po er re explained in th song, and it 1 ung in 
honour of the eparted chief. 

( r. Derr1c 
song, because it ha 

ay he fe l uit ad when he 
the history of h1s f ily.) 

ing this 

The r ason why th pole tend tog t r 1 by si e 
C?1J is that the oow r nd tr d1t1on and history of th fa ily 
~ere given to Mr. Walt r ouse (Gwass-1 m) nd Mr . W lter. 
Derrick (Ga -gak-men-muk). Th 1r uncle, r. Erne t S th 
{Chief Wee-kha), 1 still living no has the powe of th pole. 
The power has b en 1ven to the two brother , ·and they re 
asked to hold it until th de th of thi lat uncle. When be 

1 The ean1ngs or some statement 1n this ·paragraph re not 
clear to e [ Ed.] 
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e pau e , th po er vill go to th two bro .ers . Th,r 
al ays two chio.fs to bol<1 th pow r or this ole, re are 
to ds on the pole. 

In a chief's hose you aw yn 1t in th sa e plac, 
c ord1ng to your stand or ran in lit · a ong the o le. 

Thi hotse, unll e oth rho se, h s twos st for tle chi f, 
in accord nee 1th th two ea on th pole. 

In fee ts• ny 1t like a council or the chit. Th 
ch1et will make a sugg stion e d thy v1ll ec1 eon vhat th 
chiei" w nte onEJ. Iun :r of na. belong to this hose. It 
wou tuke too log to write them down nov, but we pro 1 
that wben the poles · re r turned by th Gov r ent to IC1tw ncool, 
we will writ all th e nar s snd h ve the ra y to hand to 
th anthropologist at tr ra1Aing of the ne'W' pol • In a 
council or meeting, if gust in 1ted from ot. r villag 
they are seated according to th 1r wer n rank. 

This pole (Nt b r.l) was the first pole erected 1n 
Kitwanc~ol by the clan or t Wolv • Ith b en er oted 
e out tho'..lean ye r ago near Prine upert . Wh n a pol 
decay. (a pole lasts about t~o hundrad year}, or at th death 
of achier, a new pole is lv ys rected 1n tl a pla e. 
When these p ople mi rated they took along duplicate oft eir 
tote poles end erected the in th 1r new perm n nt Villa • 

When a pole is erect d or ob nged it 1a erect d at 
th place. Ar• t 1s lv y. given and the territ ri 

cu aed. hey tell h p opl the 1ze of their 
, the mount 1 s they own, their bunting and !'1 n 

ground . Thy tell this so he each n v generation will 
know hat they own. T e ew chief' and hie counc1.l divide 
the land. hey tell each clan h1cb ount ins they can hav, 
and wh t area th 'l can h11nt and 1'1 h in. 



(far • ) te 0 



P RT 2 

Historical Story of th ee- amks Tote Pole 

Belonging to the ro Clan 

ecor ed on October 13 n 1>+, 195 

Before the t'lood, (before Noah built his ark) Chief 
Gwen-nub ilt ar· (raft) end got nit w th all hi t ily. 
!hey left hi• village, which was 1ght 11 or oi-e in 
length and nam d Q1d• a- gan- gh , and floated away on the flood 
w ters . They r1tted tor onth , and when the flooa s1b 1 e 
they anded on the co st at a place called G1t- ha•guns, north 
of what is nov etchikan, .Ala a, wt er tt r va ry 1 nd. 

'h y ca pe there or o ti o, but di not like the 
placo. They me e up their minds tor tnrn to th 1r or1 1nal 
village . They had lot the route by which thy c e , and ot 
lost y olng up Alice Arm to a l ce c ll d t -auth. 
Fi · ing hey had de a 1 t ke th y r tur ed campe at 
Kincolith for a while . 

ro hi 1st ' e thy took a nae , Lu~his -y 1. 

Thy ke ton 1tb th 1r Journ~y nd went up th as 
Riv r, hich wa called by the L1ss- 1 s . At ach place thy 
stopped s m. thin would pp n o th t nc1 trom 1 t whey 
would ta ea nae. boy's name• Galey- e -gautqut ean 
tr,v lling, tl n s pping . 

Still travell1ng 1 they ca e to a plsc vl r p opl re 
liv1 g, crll a L k•ha -n -gul . A they e lo thy paddled 
very lo-wly1 a they did not know who the people w re, n 
were aira1 of t u • A ninth v1llag 1d h ar the 1p 
or tl e ddl t uid not 1nv t1g t , n they a sed 
q 1etly by. Thy de a girl ' • nae tro thi: G l y- o tu. 
A yo•mg girl v in h e no and an ol man g v r th1 
na • 

fter they pa se thi v1ll e 1t bee me very cold, 
with i ce on tl river .. Thy put 11 their le 1 use 
poles, sn fro thi they a ea boy' na , - 1 -thau. 
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It ean 
tl 

hen thy putt ole 1n thew ter, w ter fro~ to 
• 

Continuing on e to a plac 1ch thy nm d 
Git-ha , where t 11 of brush hou s fort 
win r n r g st chi f v ·y 

y te y 1sa e 
not f r. Th 

op o for her, t cold 
s c lo 1 , n 

•ny s were bor 

ro chil r n · 11 on 
carrying on anoth r a ir gr r ther•s) 
hous. c e up the t a littl rog 
knew it their grandf y n hi • p1cke 
the hi hands nd t p of h1s hou • 
The lit frog would not leave, y th st p. 

ter, chief took th into hi s ho sa own at the 
back, wh the chiet al y its tan at down 
be 1 e The 11 ttle frog tr1 o craw on his lap, 

d he stooped own an 11ft d t p. 

T hi , gran th r of th 11ttl fros, e 11 din 
11 the e nan e wo en to try to fin ut why th 

littl nt t tay 1th • n of th rog t 
saying weed, Ze-v •,ad th on the oth r 1 g k pt 
a 1 ath, Oa-d • e r t • . ttei ott. r 

bad v h • T e ople coul not tell w t thy 
er aying or why th w th • 

call . V y y ol vill g. 
r ed t na littl t'rog r s ying, an then 

b th rro t th hi 
1 on 

1 ter h d be a 
f the llttl r s id 

0 ha-11bis", e il'.1 o n 1da 

"! e -g k 

Tbey ve 

n to borrow ah -lib1 (awl) .. ' 

h, the 
a al to th Uttl frog. He t ok it in hi 

s all r frog on hi back, n went w y. 
r gr fatb r tollo e t h a long di t nc to th lak. 

• 
loo bac a'W their r n<"f tber, then want into tte 

h1ef t n kne 
n of the 

Th y stood 

wh r 1 ter ~a be n ta en. 
ll e th 1Ug ( it h and r 1 d 
y tog th 1 tr s te pa out 
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oft• l ke. en a lyin 1 og ce e out of th lak , nd 
it f le\f by a chi f stabbt·d it. hat n pt it a h1 or st. 
wh n Ne -g · s ro e o t of the w ter w .. , ri ing on t h 
bac or her husb n , th chi f r all the fr g, with her fro 
oh11 r cn in front of her . s he rose she san t.$ funeral 

ong (which ~ill recor d when t i r g pole rais d 1 1959). 
Th on 11 call d Lem •ks • goax-qu . e - a ean1ng "thy 
flo t o t of the wa t r'' • Sh 1 s t h tigur oliin on the 
top of th pole . 

After she ng th run r l ong, sh gave it to he 
beot er. It was im o sible for her to ret rn to ler brot1er 
as she d taken on the for or a fro, and he a k .d f»o b 
1 ft with her frog husban he a very in to her. 

The h1ef 
n lips were tl. 

ba n( a 4 r et. 
spoke: 

ly orr::ie • 1s e ebro 
s w r t he nails on his 
to kill h1 , but hi 1 tr 

"o not kill hi . I will t ll you 11 
1:1e ha. done for m • " 

a goo tlin 

he howed her brot r l r frog s1ttin t 
her, on na ed Ga - atb, tho otl ne d • 
of 11 the kin ne th Chi h o e or h 
s i d hat she wa never go1n beck, ~she~ going 
to . ta y t b with t.h Frog. an song tor h r bro r 
and gathered in her bee tif l heir , w,1ch flo ted nth 
-wate. 

Her rother th n left ri ent bo • T y ede e pol 
with her liken ss on the top a d t frog c ilc.ren b lov, nd 
hr f ther ut up th pole in her honour. 

They val11 the pol the on t k n to 1otor1a v ry 
hi hly, as 1t repr nts th lost ister end the niece and 
nephew of the clan . This ole was .ade b: Chief Ak- wen-da qu, 
which ean "it is for idden to touvh h1 ° t and i a name 
bel n 1ng to the crandt th r of i r. Rufus Go an his! ly. 

Thee people heao 1n the 1rect1 n of Kitw ncool, 
hea 1ng for tbe1r ovn original villa e aM•la• ur1 t r 1 1 
pl c "• T y ca e o a plac about tree ile n rth ot 

ha •Ki twancool (Ki tw neool Lak ) • H re they b 1lt hous 



out of burnt log , c llin 1 t 1lp- -dauh, , n1n ho 1 of 
ch rcoal. 

ey travell on v ry lowly, c 1ng for s v ral 

10 

nth in .. o plac • but alv y back tow their original 
home. They s nt the oung t&n on ah to over th 
country, · nd they f otmd 1 t good. 

Finally they ca to Git-an-yow. ey fo p ople 
li 11g hr , (which br1ng the at to veral thDU an ye 
l ter). When thy arrived in Oit•an• yow ey a a great 
f e~t en .invite all th urr,uncing villag , then ere te 
this pol in e ory or h i.r .,1 t r ee-ga s. Thst 1 the 
nam ot t e pole . Thus t l ey h ve lw•· use a fro a th ir 
clan or• t. 



FIGURE 4 

(left) Ha-ne-lal-gak Totem Pole of the rog Clan 



R'l' 3 

Hi tory o t ote Pol a-ne-11-g 

av n sle p with it yo ng" 

Thi hi tory w 1· cord d on Octob r 1 , 1 58. re nt 
wer, 

Chi f - h ( r. 
Chief u-gul-gow ( 

t 1th) 
Pet r Willi 
ancool) 

, Pre 1 nt of 

hi 
the 
th 

Chief e 
Chi r - -
Chl f 

u as t 
his po 

e 
r r o 

) 
rric} 

n 1 to discucs 
n right to 
- - en s 1 th t 

he s honoure 
hist ry ft i 

t gi 
g po 

o rtunit or t lling ta 

!his ole, tan ing 1n front of lbert o 
i n of oct 1 po t nt in th_e vill n 1 
t t t t ot r po to et r. It h l s tl~ p 
the o t po c 1n the photo r phJ , in oth r 
repre l h ol , nd 1 th pol of th 

ow egins the tor of th1 1 port n 
Shen-del w tte o th chief n m-a - u-

eani w 1ng te n, w tl e f t pl ey 
came In r l h a s s t in 
na a q, o t gra • went 

top o o t&in to hr e hich had 
ti d av a e L • • p. When they ft tt 

o h c o a river flo g o · na 
A 1 ne r Wo 1n F r c ed by tt~s 
ri • Looking back, h oul e a untain 

nd th y elt r · t ca sor 
they ~an t c1 1 t fu e ng, - l l 
referr n tot h v1ne th ir r T 
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booaus thy w re leav1 g th t countr a t' t ver • 
Th to ot , 

riv r t Th Chi G 1 this 
wt r, · h 1 y , t 1 v v r 
that n e s ! · 1 h y a c n t 
their pow h r1ve anc, which t it 
belonge tb y oun 1t first. 

Ag in ·hey tr v 11 1 spgal-gul, 
a long, very na row v lley. Wh n C 1 f Sh •d1l ha t kn th 
land th r n ha 'left th ir pow r there they tr vellecJ on 
a ain. They re ched another :r1v r which thy nae K,s ... gay-n t, 
eaning "river bove. It ~as ago s on f1 hin river 

in a ood country, thy bu1lt a per nen vill e be~e an put 
their mar on the 1v i, thus cla1 1ng wn rsbip ot it. T. n 
thy thought tb y WQUld ov on an se or coant y, so h y 
f st ned p th 1r ho•es nd l rt. 

They found nother plac n b 1lt anoth r vill e, 
at L k-1 tk-ks-d~o~qa, e ning pl ce or the a•- ll ter. 
'!'he n e of the s a- 11 hunt r wa Shin- ewin; his moth r's 
na.. A s ... l k- mks, e n1n "clear w t r t a nic rai.r1 -
ilk en.. ""he chi t built a ho a d on the oor (vhic 
was suape ed by a thon) w s c rved a Frog, t e ere t ft e 
people. e aine of the oor i • n-naw-o -lak-ptaw, 0 fro 
on t e aoor 11 • 

c · , leaving th 1r po-w r n r 
which ade t 1• co ntr t eirs, d r t urne to th,1r or r 
village s-g y-net. he re son thy were tx- v llin so much 
was t h t they vere king th 1r map, n me ch 1 o 
when they stopped t y h l rt their ark and pow r, a in 
1t t irs. Still travelling, t e arrive her at it- n-yow 
(now Kitw ncool) by follo 1n -wb 1, now th Cr nberry 1ver, 
Kse-y - ga-sk1.d "river tha d scend g.ra ally'. .. n they 
srrivec t clan ot he Wolv s w alr cy or. h rog 
clan decided to bull 8 house close o th t of Ova s-la; 1t 
was b ilt in the e tyle a the t1r those thy had built 
at Zem-an-lu•s aks "place or w ding" 1 nd w s given t t a e 
a a house n e. The chief a · Shen- il wtJose nae rt r 
to the fray · d c othing of thos who h a tr v 11 so long an 
fa:r. 

is th 
n t _ top of _th1 

net of the R v n, 
pol (on th 1 tin th piotur) 
h ing tte youn one s1tt1ng on 
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e ch s1 e. It 1 call Ha-n -1 1-gak wha e th av n le s 
with its young. 

The ca .v1n at the toot ot th pol 1 tte mountain 
gle. t '-BS oane to the childr nor ee-kh en OW s-1 

(Wolf chi fs), and carved on this Frog clan pole to 1v th 
aome honour. If this house hould b b ilt 1n, or the pol 
r pl c , they would n t c rv . th o ta1n e gle on 1 t. 

his h1 try 1 ken fro a 1ct r (see pho ogr h) 
b long1n to Chi! Ga k-men•muk, who 1ndly lo n ci t for 
th1s nurpos. Int e pict re is a pol wi h earvin 
ot so e men to it. Thew or t his pole Qaid m-g n-al h, 
eanin g poler blln ·mo e. It 1st ken rro th s con 

pol b longin to the hou with th fro on t oor. 

he h1 r t bl1sh t h it-an-yow nd 
1r pols. he pol a t ir or 

and ave them th right of ship o th 
i na, la an tr a th y s d t o 

ed or 1 t iillage in. T o pl 
s unto the nds thy he di cov t t e1r 
• The ower from th hou e oft ief co 1 

oes as fer a k oiqu, the r g ll 
hunt , a d inc y-ga1net, pe n t tion •. 
T wer of the pole l go on o h n- l. 
B o in to hi 1 o, a 1ft, is a- arrow 
0 C • 



tl e 

History of the Lais Belonging o 

Chief ea~-la-ga-naws ( r. r 

or 
Go 

stor of Mah-1 y an Ak-gwen-o quot th 

) 

olf lan 

cord a on ctob r 19, 195d, tro Mr. Fr d Goo. 

Th se are h1 tori cal stor1 s Which w r h c.o n to 
us y our t ther, n great-g ndf'at e • he of th 
two c iets er Msb-ley, aning c ething that \I cr azy 
(howev r nothing was r ally Wl'Oa.g with the ) t an k- w n-
d qu, • in not per itt to be to1 ch d. Th ~e two chi f 
he 1 th pow . ; when th y v o t or s th y wer o ey • 
A chief hol th pow rover e cJ ho~ old, an a hou hol 
ia not j st one ta 11y b t y 1ncl1 any as thirty 
f ilie • 

Thia houaehol or1 inate fro th h e of pookq1 at 
Get- o- (Ha2 lton), t e r t- r n r ther of Mr . r . Goo. 

y left t b1s o• e nd tr velled up the r1 pio Riv r . Th y 
m to a pl eall Geth- en- na1 an e pe the for 
ny 'Y 8"'S. 

ne y r, wbe tte or th of 
beaver, to otl rs ent r . w r 
•k•g en-dasq and Galey ( . o i n A wer 
op n1ng a t force of tar knocked A e - u 
down on. h s 111 r rot er d!d not un t n 
what c lC au rt ne, an 
Geth-sqoo-snai oi e bearer of e 1d 
not go right into t•e nt oun of 
the ho hr br fe. pt. cl se 
to the , alt gh b dle of t, h 
e 

'hen he heard the n's voic to 1 ng to b1 
if he knew w t cd b nth c use of bis th. 

ups t thet t-ie · ent back into the woo • o one in 
y t kn w hat h h pe • 

w s so 
111 ge 

The n .xt ay at mi • · y h w nt b ck to t vill g nd 
ent reel hi ho • H1 mother ked hi why h h <·o e ho . 



elon • d not t 11 her 
liked t l 
h 't w 
1. Later 
aw i pe 

ot t ho 
r not to 

de 

15 

n 

' no 

to slee , the ot r 
h b tout eryin. 

broth 
wate 

e s r d. "I r a t th,.. t yo11r 
t.e a byte force of tte 

1 h 1 o l ck . unt1n , • l y flaid. 'It 1 
not ight for 1ou to think th bing~ •" 

w 11 
g in, 

too 

s 
l 

a 
d 

yo v 
n r 

talkin o 
t t s p. 

a. le p 1n the 
.a, tting. en 
th r . Soon h 

V,ry quietl l 
h h b 
y l n t w • 
eho u th 1 
a l ot G y•a, end 
ett t t OU • 

ept Galey. n 
o voice 

ed , nd they 

iv1de 1nto t~o grou hie v · o 
d for · -
sixty l 

e h · an h 
as. 
ro 

t i 

t t - an• 

k-
th 
Th.y 
0 th a . 

built 
Gt- t · hr 
w r nd .. n - a 

T 

e 
h 

t e oua A w a q h 
They a t b 

. t- \I t 0 
beer t er 
at r on 

th r be r w ro st 

lw 
r -1 Y, -ca • When 
ane p th re. 

their l lla , 

nt le 
t • n m 

t of 
da ). 

' .. ye 
y large griz 
r. cub 

r he , d tl e 
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In the 1 dle of th r1ver he ot into v ry ewift wt rs • 
. ne of tt1 e cub r 11 oft h r ho laer an wa drowned. Wh n 
he reached shore 1 front ot t e en with one c b b turned 

snd look d into the veter nd cried, sl ost ll k a hu n, for 
her drown db by. After she cri d an a death 

totem pole till st n 1ng in iitwancool t the 
1ct r of this grizzly bear nd this pol hold tt e e stor1 •• 

(Mr. Fred Godd ang the ~ong.) 

After th · brother le rned the song thy hot the be r 
with th 1r bows &nd arro s. Atter th t they an.g the funeral 
song • 

. he place where th1 h pp ned is the boundary of the 
upper part of th ispiox iver, which b long to all of r. 
Fred Good' oeopl. Thy rked his bo1n ry by iinging 
th1 song t the place where th to rivers eet. his 
bo1mdary adjoin that or ow as-lam or tw ncool. The lower 
part ot the river b long to th spiox p ople. 

These lines r n northwe t. he proof or own r ·h1p of 
the lines date back thousa d of y a:r , to include all tbe 
lands, flOWltains, river, creek, l kes , pon "',valley, 
timber, miner ls, ad oils. 

Then to ore boys, nephew or Chi f iaiz• u, nt 
out to hunt. They went to o tn1n calle L1p-ha-le d-tq, 
w ie . eana ta rlin lon or in ep n nt mountain. Up this 
mollnta1n the tvo brothers shot a caribo. It was very cold 
an e liizard was blovin. The ol r boy ex- 1- 1- ak, . 
wos skinning it and t 1e young r boy stood i oking n. It was 
so terribl1 cold that ne fro to death. hen the older boy 
foon th this brother was trozen he too san the eath son. 
(Mr. Fred Good sang the song at this point.) Th1 death song 
proves th ownership or th1s ount in belongs to Chi .f 
Haiz ... emsqu and h1s whole household. Haiz•em q tan below 
Chief ah-ley, who 1 the hi h chief, but they tanc:i together . 

h 0 t1 eh co et divid the lands. Thy er ll 
camped at Oet-an-gwalq •nd deciding on the huntin grotmd. 
They pit a ea aQ on each piece of lan. 

Maze - go-g t La , nov c 11 d Sw n Lake, is th heedvaters 
of th Kis iox i er. Anoth r riv r 1 c ll d s- •loabet. 
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On further was a piec of la calle Gwen-ha- e -t k 
( ean1n lake} . Chief Ak- gwen-das u was put in charge r 
this pl c and or Low-ha-gholl- gn - gat. (It m t b r e e ed 
that Chief ah- l y ._a till es chiet v r all the r t.) 

n anoth r 1ece o 
This n e eans two clos 
Mah-1 y put Gal y the.re 

lan wa a ken ed - el- w 
togeth r; in thi case t~o 1 ke. 
head m n. 

id. 

hi f Mah--1 y , the e ch1 f f all , as 1n oh :rg of 
Ge-t-t.n- welqu nd aloof eh- gan- g est, which was the str am 
wher t e 10 n got eru he under tie be ver ~a wh n 1 t broke. 
the headv ters o tbia str c e fro the ount in where they 
hunte g ata r ground hog • At this place they built a 
house which they na ed after tbe mountain Gahal-la- lmatik, 
.ihich means th chest of the oat . 

Then M h- ley c lled two young 1en and t l tb to ·11 b 
the ountain Gahal- la - l1t1atik to look ov r he lan an s 'e 
\th.at was et the back or the ount in . h nth y reach.d t e 
top or the ountain thy loo e dov. an aaw a river , and 
smoke coming from ho s a ay down belov. ~lhen 1 t \II&• getting 
dark th vent ow and came to th v1ll of' Gwa s - la • 
They t w lao th bu h hut of the girl who w r orb1 en 
to alk abo t uring t e f1sh1n hey thr w tones 
st these hut • 

Tc nam$S of th w re Uk -ga -dh - ass, which 
meann just hugging (th r~og) , G ev- gweah. he en of the 
village tol Gwa s-lam and he called o t 1n loud vole that 
thy were to co e to h1 . 

They ent into the hon n Gwa •lam gave the eats 
and rood. Thy tolo hi th t they ha b en sent by Chief 
Mah-1 y to se what thy could ee 1n thew y of otb r landa . 
Then G.,a s-1 relZle bered the word of iil)Ookqus "If you happen 
to se sny t my peopl , call th to you.n That 1st e 
reason he c lled these to yon en. 

o wess- ls nt back wor to Mah-ley to co e and 
st ~1th hi . h n tie word ca et ey t o,ee a ked up n 
~ent to where Gwa a - lam a living , a plae called Ohax-b k• kid, 
at t ,e fitty ile point from K1 twang ttp the K1 tvancool valley, 
oast t,he lake. h two hou ·e of Gwa s-la n M h• l y join · 
tog ti.er nd became broth and Ow s-l m we s very pl a 
He t ld t e ne co r1 th th b d a large permanent villag 
Oet-an-yow nd 1nv1 t d t · • to Join hi ther • 
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1ole ill n l n hey arriv d in 
Ge - 1 m - hr to build hi hous, 

own, on the t • Thy b l th ho ther . 
v y gra t ul to Gwa s - 1 r or hi kin n 1n a akin 

n ive \iii th him as broth rs . 

Aft r built deci d 8 
Th ' te or Ci kla d a 
they Wi 1 le ion h t r 
t y s h had C 
pe- n-e n 1"'21:V his po 

was th b 1th h the 
j ction or V hen t 0 h r 
cub. h1 1 r or ah .. l y .• 

f st was to sb ll 1 b 
hou a 1 y 
got l a ley 
w c t v an-yo 
In t l t ok · 1 
wou ur this r is er 
hon it est zly bear 
tote st e f a 
(Mr. Goo tti 12 
ston t~ At c 1 
danc c t o r ory 
or t izzly b 



Map 1 

Map to accompany 

11Wars with the Tsetsaut" 
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cor 
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he 
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on th shoes of th l • 

The vengi party follo owsho tr 11 of he 
T e~teaut. Th c ta Z •ghc- z c and hi 
fat er al~o went a s th r v 11 d t y w 
wh re the T e-tsaat h it four (hor1zont·l) pole 
around the fi on h <.: to e1r fe t 
and dry tho. ef e he &in o t to 

f th en w refu o k 
noise until he to t h y wa . y 

1• t 1st they c t t lled 
- n•,.ok, which e for 1 vil 

they s t smo ne i ' • 
en h~r planned t T 
hey ul f e a it f up 
ra c a nc to l r 1 h t . 

Tl ent without sting p ca t 
ring th ni ht . 

h c ptain ent 
He retur an 

at k- n-zok, ~1 e • 
nc kill d tl e all nd 

thy lad bans plain 
ho 

, r: 

o h to 
told h 
Ju t re 

on t b 
usic. h n 

Hot long tter this w r th 

ttt the n 
ro nd th. camp 
thy e th 1r ttack , 

nring the b ttl 
urn to th 1r 

e - ·eu noth r 
op l it-an-yow 
d t 1net, 

w r attack. Th r 
to ke p n er Y• 
about sixty mils twan • S r · p s 
nd th • -t aut 

on the Git- n-yow 
nt1n lly giving t rs in 

gro d • 

'fhe 
of K n 

the 
r of K y 

ay-el.. o l 
e o! an if y 

not to join b ttle b . 
Git- n-yo rt ht happen 

hi f Low- ena Chier G l lt w e 
chil ren r d to 01 t- n told t 
attac and the two ch1e b en ~111e 

n the 

1 
op o 

s .-1r , 
d 
do 
h 
t 
t 

ght r 
in 

y wer 
to 
ck 

e 
the 



It w s' ci to t 
peo le. Chi - ue 
villah s s b i 
t trong y t 
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battl, 

w r c r 
unwilling knowing y 

r O t OU 
Chi G - - o h 
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h < t en s 
Low-tkal-dho 
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on t z o 
she r turn 
for h no mo 

sed the 

he Gi 
and when 
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d 
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0 
t vi 

twas a 
the Tse- t 
warrior 
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v r h 
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. 
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in told th to 
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will no a 
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o r e 1 
a veryt g 
of the I 

to 

h fog din co e 
r • h plan \J 

,n 1 co ,~re 
a r-ho t ar 

, l 
o et 
t th 
ey"' 

e creen, 
ve 

r un ed, 
e 

Gwen-nu war .d they 
~gan to surro • ne y , trung 
l e aro· d p hun t g th t r tt e t 
to ch nd wa p. g this, Gwen-n bru he 

ag inst the li it rat ts t ch1e b gan to 
ing and sh ea rat 1 to or Gwen-nue 

.. honted ou o att c t on e a "' f1 re,, but th 
Git- n-yow , opl.e finally -won. 

T . Ts -t u head rn n, in-ne- l 
i tchc:r ft ooctor and t o ld not k 
h y . tab b d hi r 1 s ha ov 

well. He ad a c r hich ng that 
re ch anyo e he s 1. g a • c lk 1 
bone of his le d n broken in t but d 
t rut s s •e e no ll y aid 
badly An-na -aw t it- ow lf clan, the on of 
e- ab-g h- uh a a ati r -lak-y 1 q. 

Back in th ir vi wo 
f tea an put on oc tl e ay while 
er way, to br1 ooa luc e to the warp rty. 

Only one cman in the vi u to join in th ock 
battles. Hr n O o , th if of n-na -aw-, 
an becau e of th t her iea in th b ttle. 

Just be or tb ter Gein-ne-gl y l tr 
lack bear cubs appe r mot teriously bot hi no on 

kne fro wlere. Then h pain K -shu fro 
Kits gu la as also very s y wound n the ba 
w nted to sho ow r. ie 
th to ix ~o 1 1n u ad he drank 1. 
Asking the to i t t that if thy er 

noise from h1 c be ping th wat r 
~1th 1ts tail, he wo d urvive. 

battl th Git.an-yow p on. 
Their rewara in th re io zi ; 
ttis w s the ft Git-an-yo'W b 1 t 
b1t le. n h return h m t a le nge 
th na. o t -yo to G 1 1 i t loses 
thy sf r they fot d e l d 
their village~ not 1 rge a 



to - inl- , hich f ti s 11 r 
w 1 p c n nc t 1 

ltt n 1 ol.) 

It ul r gr * f t r t 
(M • ln w r b t en the 

Ts - t the , n s grmn f hr 
s d 1n th 

he 1 e-ts ut: 

-t $ ezi < L ke. ~h y 
we o o r a ho , en th y 
fo r t th they at once m w rt 
get it. s t r ti agai.n-«:t t 
Git- n•y le. They now 1 one hun or 
more mil on ezia<len 1 o-w Ca oo 
·1• on ikine 1 v r. 

Peac Ce·· mony n Later ncic ent : 

f r o 
r e an thee 

ke e c 
e T e-t 

rin n y. 
o t uld 

more atta t JC.i twancool • on of 
t 1 w a l 11 ow p - g t . 
tb l t nt gro nd l o 
we t 

hi 
k y 
t bo r 

e o l 
0 t 

s 
Tse e -

e 
1 
opl e b 

one oft 
Te ti a 
T 
h 
s 
The 
neph w wi 
all oft C 

p 

ir 



tt r rn Kit~ ncool to 
e- o cro t. 

La e r1 ver that 
th 
hoe 
all t 

to C e eao • 
one p gpt 1p 
bea1 e • - aga 
were plannin a t i the · c--

t. 
en 

surro e' th l t r ti un 
n th ills w i y.1 · co 

1 ft ir camp t n vi a • A 
short ti 1 te va. f o th by th 

-t~aut ana tle two chief q and Ha1 ~r sq were 
killed. he oth b r r the party, inclu 1 the two 
nephews w-will- p n~ A - etqu , k pt tra l l ing on a 
qui kly a :po 1 e, runn fro trou l . 

hey came a pine tree ad hid in a hol 

26 

y 

y 

u 

un rn tt. 1 t. e d q l to 
a canyon bid o a • t. ut 

r~ ~a g n g n 
One se t ma - o t 
a sp~ar in his h t b 
brush ad t r t oys .i 
lso of th o e- t lf clan). 
o her c to you . I w11 y sic . 

Th. ot - t v n· on i c e 
thir • st. y loo n 
look ar n y whim . ot 
hi li ly o e r . · fell into t 
e short way do re , hen ot 01t a 1 

The Nass on ho the T~ 
h eanwhile slip C v y n hid en . 
his own vi la e f 1. 

to 
t hit 
0 t 

ut n d rev-n 
tr vell db ck to 

e t o t 1d pe 
arid he t . wancool . srri d rk , 
an br ht rd to the r la of 
ai- i u o a po b o d 

c~ern tad the bo o o ch r · e 
t e thy le ns 
over , hich show 
h vi lled c s 
Kitw 1 pop o h Y 

1 not retali or 
r turn d o th~ir vil 
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r later the ncool w re a t 
t eir d ... ~ai e a e 
incl c'l en , red. ... n c 
a w ef re ana nvi to go 
with o L -z , in n t , for 
tt, · y. in t ti a , h ot 
to L zok t w nob r h ool e 
a little suspic • hen • a eace talk 

u <beat -·ee-aah, nea 1 o a. h y 
nt or y ung en t to this place. 
-will-yep lge to ceo y to or 

tt se Ts -t en but the big r one the 
•est f he wanco d t L1 n ong 
all the sa~tsaut vo ancool w one 

h se-t e. t boy t b n to th p g t 1ng . 
th-y 1ould h ve no c ning ~ar y. 

'.I.1he t o youn n 10 had one on 1th the 
Tse-tsa ts towar w-w e-z h c ped , ctt oo, an 
cookin fir L• the -t~au pt o ton to b·t 
took it off before it was cooked, s1 nifying that thy w 
once more • in to co t rder. he two boy kn w they 
were oing to be murd r that n1 ht. fter thy h d ea 
the lalf-raw meAt they ad a lento ve the lv s. 
d cided to coo t Ts-tat a ood e 1 an ter th 
:.-ii them tobacco to s o to st pet'y t a 1d ptlt th 
a heavy ~leep. While they v re le p th boys woul 111 
th m a escape. h y prep red plac _ or the -ts lts 
to leep near t e fir fille their o in pipe a a1n 
and again. Finally the T -tsauts fell into ee <ile p. 
heir g ns were m ,er their hea • Q otly the boys llpp d 

the guns out from un r the pillow, put t .. e uzzl s right 
on the cent~ of th Tse-ts ut, n pill t e tri r. 
ne of the ne y, although not, e caped and 11 b d into a 

trfle. They waited ntil he ea own, th .n kille hi with 
a ~pear. This wa ho they a th ir live. T y l ft the 
deod Tse-tsa1ts he thy l y an ro urn d to th bi oa p 
at. k- n-zok. the boys ent h d, too on th ego 
of tte river an gave the call of th wolf. Tb y cro s 
1n c noe, each c rrying one of th ball nd cap muake 
tak n fro the oe-t. ut • I th a p w re h tvo 
Tse-t ut ehi fs and their o n in addi tian to the bar:c of 
Kit ncool people who h co. e to tten the p ce rn etin. 

u e they h 
th camp knew th t 
at once surrounded 
kno ing .e ~oul h 

"r th c ll of th olf, th p opl in 
11 w not well. The _itw ncool peopl 

th c mp . n of th Ts.e-t a t chi ts, 
veto die , sked permi ion to r ss in 



hi chief's clott es o t t & chief 1 
He ore ed and then t ti p • The U c l 
ere he.1 nt bot1 killing h1; n fr o· t e 

circle t for-ware with ah tc in his han nd t 1 
ead o Thi man ho kill d T e t t t 
hg 1- qu, e ning one who unknowin ly slept on 

of the o clan. h o er Tse• t sn w lo 
b e wo n r t kn b· ck to ncool c r 
0 on 'the~e omen ran y. y ware allow d 
e • 

r this fro ti 
c to ·a t:waricool. n 

w at sh ho h 
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for. 
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~1 k-y: lt 
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The lmllet l i 
body, ' illing 
w son top of 
baby • fle 
otler baby, G 
of Mr. P te 

the 
f th r 

ghev tr b 
up and , v 
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captiv a e carry th 

got out of the went 
u .. t ,qt1, elo h 
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e i 

chin by a l 
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ey a e r 
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(Recored cob r 13, 19~, i diately 
h1stor1 1!'! of ti,9 ,ol lan tote oles.) 

t t 

The clan of the 'olve n e s t· ncool 
alon the roaa, the mo,mtain ns - a qu to the 
southwest of th villag, n t d mount 1n 
fro nine mil south of itw ncool to tte boun er 11re fore 
by s-s - en-daa-hin cree, which 1 w t of the vill ge . 

on th east ide of t ncool valley th territory 
of the olves be 1 s ni e south the vill ge t 1nclad1ng 
the mciuntain Gwen- a-nil ( ning the s p of a tree , and so 
nam d bAca se it 11 ~h ped 11 t impl m nt , to gath r 
ap), extendin alon the rnounta1n approxl tely 1n a north• 

10th line to th tifty-thre 11 ost on th north . 

he Cranberry iver nort -~ st 
bo nary line b tween the l olf Cl n th 
ol t rrit)ry belon to Chi! e•kha 

• Kitwancool etri~or s 1n gen r l: 

(! Ti ediot ly folloiJing the obov 
total territ ry of t.e tribe.) 

s a 

vill e 1s th 
r g Cl n. The 

Chi ! w , -1 m • 

ta ent of the 

her is a pi c o territory t t st rt at il itty• 
three a .d go s on bey n th ?lass iver , follo ing t e o ntain 
ranges. t 1n l s all trib tar1 s tlowi easterly into the 
ass 1ver w· (cxte. s?) e"t of 1nskuch ver o north-
este ly to n isd n Lo , t nc nortberly to th h adv ter 

oft e Cottonwoo iver n ar Bow er Lake , thenc try 
beyon t1e N ss to th top oft e ount in range , t nc 
outherly to a point forty iles nort o 1sµiox on th Us 1ox 
iver (t mount in w ic is the bo n . ry 1 c3lled Lip- h -h t - q ), 

th nee southerly to th he te s or oug Cr ek at t e 
ounte1n calle Gen- - ni•, n t nee t rl• tot' a point of 

co nee ent. 

These boun ry 11n ta ke 1n all th tra ping n 
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hunting territory of t1e tw ncool p ople . The unitad po r 
nd tit e of 11 this lane b long to th peopl of t ncool. 

of iah-ley grouo ot t 

{ fereno to territori 
e tan's belongi 1g to Ch1 f e 

olf Clan: 

de in th ' 
u . ) 

tory of 

(Refar nc s to territories ar m <e in tle "11 tory 
th Totem ole Ha-ne-lal-gak" . ) 
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Thee e la s mti roun sot 
t e ople of ncool. ong to h 1 n 
hol th pow r for on to e l d 
wit o t per i sin 0 If a per nor 
another clan was fou, thou 1 s1on, is 
or er 1 fe oul b n. 

c pl llo to unt t 1th t 
chief's r 4 on, in ny 1 clan owning 
the h n g • y rr1 in o l n ay hunt 
tlere, wit 1 ion. If a o rrie out or er l g t t h r , t if 
she a 1 hey be t ·sncool, born and 
living e ls • 

ov r hi huntin ro n to 
tl m. y v b n 

he ch1e ives the po 
his n p es n thy are fr 
given t e ower tor 1 l s grou d belonging to th ir 
clan. 

ne of the t t no hunting gro c n 
ever be cut 1n half o-on 1 l 
to ma · uch h 11 r l J•ger, th y 
wn o po~er o pplies to all f g 

aroun all na d u c 
sos v l hat o o 

cl ho cl o . to u t f 
ti e o y o h e la a t 
or th c r n • 

ha d ro 
e an cc 

la • 
th s 

of y rs n v been 
noth r, n thy u t 

by the eopl owning th s 
ti t·1t1 n 1 1 ws, going 
inf ll fore to ya 

nt of 
11 r , 

ut 
s nt 



{ hi f Gu- ·11- o• ) - o -:.. ,.,1 ven tl e po er ond h r1 ,h to 
r tcct thcae lnws. 

The village chief o r to e ht 
11 ~e ws ·re L rri n w ent out to 

tw nc ol wi 1 l,· ve to e a in t r 1111a s :rior 
to 1 ts being r-esent,Jc by him to the n the oresenco or 
tt c. ·f c,f th~ village. I anyone c o oth r v 11 
to Less this land .... a'W, r . eter ~11 o lt!lV to 

tne it ef~re it would b llow to e . 

Thesa la.~ cov r the n tm.·a 1 r c. urc ,n th erection 
of . ams for wi ter 2over a n th , tc .cln of ony mineral or oil 
out of th grou. d, or in ny · y int rr ~ring \fi th th 
nat 1r lness :r the co mtry. In any . ch c se , nyon wisl 1ng 
to o t .ir: ev n by i e con~,ent of ny gover ent bo y ust 
rra a n·eeting "11 :th tl e r iden of this vill· ge, t~r . 

to \ill1ams, or 0th r s the ca e y b • 

On the fourteenth a .. o ctob r, 1,.3, all the chi s 
n all the yo mg Idm held a meetin in ,{itw ncool.. They 

ca pact er e nt wng tte chi Cs of tl 
e an this ti 11nion b. tw en t.he Frog n ,elf 

n oth r e clar uni tea s one and mder 
gree ent tl y s protect all tho nds an natur 1 
ce~ elong g to the p opl :1 ncool. li 
e Ft111 holds ~col n ~11 in in 01 ec 
n d again (if ev. 1 1s ch ea) by another 

of the ie s anc the villager .• 
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2. Chieftainslup, rank, and nowerc 

{These la~s ar.d c stom iiere record on October 14, 
195 and succf'e ciing aays. 1,e e i t or has arra 1ged .. hem un ·1er 
topic hen'ings.) 

One roan is tho head one o the villag, th 1 e man 
G-wass-1 •.. \-Jee-kha is t he second man at th head of the v1ll g • 
he"e torr.en come ont of the hon of Gw s -l • 

'l'he s conc1 ho se of over 1 
In c·se of troub e, wa , or famin 
hos of the to wise men to fin 
ttey know how to han le it. 

F're Good' house, Mah-ley. 
they sen Mah•ley to the 

out wh tis to b don, as 

The chiefs are very particular 
er ._.t<-, ceremonial clothes, an sk an e ch clan tak 
of ts own. If e cl n rna e ·,se of another's clothes, 
n such thin, sit would always b 1 !g trouble. 

When a clan raises a tot pol n puts their rightful 
er sts on the pole it ens rat d al to the, as every pol 
h s hunting groun. They are very particular; olf cannot 
hunt or trap on a Frog 's groun s nor can a Frog go on a 101 • 

ro n ~. To help put o this fea~t the nephe go out tote 
t .rri tory anc hunt. A chief who has n n phew nd niece 1s 
lu k • The rest of the clan also help. ~,hen the chi f i going 
to his hunt ing rroimd he invites all his househol to go w1 th 
him, and also all the other households of tle .o clan. h y 

t only on t ho hunting gro nd oft eir crest, u til tley h ve 
en ugh or t he fea st. Th he d of e ch househol 1s the head 
hunte over that hollce. 

hen the chief of a clan 1s la1 out awaiting 
bnial. All his lans r t her w 11 s invited gu · ts. 

have a feast, called a fe t to chose a new chief. They 
pick a young an whose lif 1 clean nd hon st, a ood provic er, 

an ,ho 1s wise. Thlr is done in the pr•s nee oft e gatberln 
t the big f aPt. 11th chi f are tl he is t he r1ght man 

to choo,..e s a reining chief. H t kes the ol ce an receives 
the name of t he eod chief. 



t o 
chi 

(fr !lt ry of o tot pole): 

In h ·e thy ac c ir fort chi r ccor.1n 
a r chi f ha in . lo r chai and hi h.r 

h l' • 

e fa~· ys 
i and left 

6 f 
<• r m t 

e . an !) h 
:tm . (In this ho ,... 

it , th 
a corr1n 
the chief 

th 
h 

a th oth r 
:r • h s 

co ilmen . 
11 he • 

n nd talk 
1 - z • ) 

)f I chi :f: 
lo-w r r t r J or hi • 

f hl s 1 h 1 q'l ''bi c 
has a cop th h t c r v 

ger the ch r th r . ) T 
ir ,hi f G g " ho f _r t 1 • 

· 1 never t s t loo is Fp 
!Jt to ~.y, ~v g n v 1 ~sin. r cti 

the o nc11 me ting . 

If ... her· Jo ~er1o l.:.> tronbl in tl e villa ~o n th 
·v failed to brig pePc. they then a. the c ief 

and to riettle tt , t t . 
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This i 
chief pu 
WOO on 

n i 
r t 
ns 

on u 

In h 
r 

1 
1 

oictur 
ht). u 

r cru nming 
e - -ornh .) 

in h t n • Dn 
b en 

a button b 
h we i 

v-i th. .1.t 1 1 

l r 
tee; c d r 

on 

lov-1th, and h 
"r ttle pron" tr 
i r at l • po 

) 

er U .ro 1 t tr e, 
.. ca -ll-11 te. It h c 

n in 
o • b 

l .i 
f 

no 
0 

lco 

a f 
g ro b1r 

hol lli rl 
carrie~ his on1 r t l 
:frin bo 1 

00 C 
tri e ine "h 
of woven bark call d 

it 11 ( • 
(left) 1 m o 

o- -1 k. s n k 
is blac b r kin. 

nborn c ribco hoofs no 
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4. 

chi f'' s • ht r u t al rs .r!:: rry a chi r, b13ca 1 e 
n ,.a. <!hil<r.n s te''e. t.e n e an po r of ht 

ch of. [ ?) 'l if' a . la exist. in 1.1 t world 011 tLe hit 
of roy l blood, The childr n of no le birth tben b co chiefs 
wh t} ti co s . Incl n ... ir l . u:ro not llo .,d to .arry 
until t y r ei lite n years old, a b fore ,.,bat thoy o n t 
no nou h to b ~arrie • 

It i a very strict law· that a chi f is not llowe to 
common -woman. , h ust b chie • uau ,h tar. If he 

o Ill rry a co on WOill n hi chi r n cou never becomo 

If a man ha pick irl ho \-1ould 11 ,e to rry, 
hi f mily choos two or ore ~o en in good stn ing int cir 
society and they take pre.~ents to th relative of the girl. 
This i call d ass- a-ws, • ni• g •c c:orati no", nd a ong t 
1 t re ~om ocor tins. T ey it a few d y, nd if t 

ar, not return t ey nowt e an h been 8Cce ted. 
f r te-w r day .. tl -,y 1ve pres nt. to all he irl1 s 

r l t vs. (The first time, nly he f th r, mother, nd :mt 
t e irl rec 1vec present~.) 

Th. man' relHtivo th n ppror.ich the>se uf tl girl 
ro pr sent, and following that a marriage feat 1s 

h 1 , with all tl1e big chi f 1Y tendanc • ..le co pl 01 t 
ro. nently t t b cl of th· h-U e. )n~ by one the cLief 

ri r an 1 v the , wly erriN.1' co pl their a vie as to how 
o carry on a 11 thl"'O(lgh their 11 v , x_ lsinin to th w man 
h' t h m11tt le ve all r ol boy fr:l. . s end to the boy that 

h t neve1 look t n ther g1rl. They tP-11 th rn never to 
it adulter7, x l•ini g that to loo i. t,) another man's 

,n 1 ) ,yes eonld 1 e· n eat • 
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childr n 

ir t c r ony: F r t... n ming of c 1 ldren ti t- 1 
ting to v. hich ll tte villager a1·e 1 i te wi tn ss 
n rog or olf chief~ call ut tLe n of th ohil and 

f ther !"P e "' t.· @ift to 11 tbose ~bo call d 0•1t t ... e n e . 

Seco cer ony: A bi.>y h e hol ierc in e ch r 
e n 1rl h a hole put thro the l art of 

r this cere c.1ny a boy h s ctild 8 or 
it s C llec1 Sh -g'W e-q s. A l1ttl girl 

t C l ark ... g h ; after the hole 1 a in hr 
e g oth na. t a •Sr h. his 1. on only to 
' ch n , never to tho e oi ower r nk . hos children 
ve t rk pr.1t on th m ill becor.ie chefs l tr on io 

Third cer mony: Now they 111 t 'ch th se children the 
on s n d mess. T da is c lled su-h -lide. Thn cl 

fil an .it int 1 ces of honour. R ttle a ·e haded 
to th • h chllnr r t arby . he chi r. stsn · 

h motion r r t.row their ower i1to the 
n . E h chie a is rattle nd dances. hen t y 

cere n11 h r nth chil •shed, vith ea,.e 
note h chief, who unt he re ation of th 

s a little e g e ,.o ·n n each of the ehi f!"• h 
e f rm-nc. 1 S -ha-11 e. 

thcereony1 'henaboy a.;.ret1c ate geof 
gain call the chi ,f tog ther foa..,t, at 

nt~ re giv n around. The chi fs h confer 
her title on tbi s h k-g ee-q ( c 11<') . Th' havtn 
t gt 11 ·he ceromo she w chief. ,e ha. ti 

nte the feast ho n n e 1 ifts. nth. 
n of is ,2nc.les is r~ q l 1 to ke his 

, vided h found rt y d ha t consent f the 
co nci- f the chi f . 



3 

6. at11rit1 

It is law h wh n 1 e ch the . of 
(abo t hir en ye;. s l J th y pnt in J.lt 
heqe are a long dist c f o t o 

mu t not look on the fi. h or it 1 
v1llag. T hree cedar n 
house. ne 11 n they n 

s. 
s 

h 
ish 
· nt 

firewood, e _ hir he he 
given !res n to , only last 
:- e ;~Jt a1 o cross · t , as 1 f h. 

y 

l en t y o tar 1 t 1. l thr t 

tor p r he L\ ~, 
1 .g hos r irt, beea .e 
irt on roof . A 

e a. g y to go 
OU h 
• • I 

t ot 
h in 

h 
ngry. 

It t r t 
t ee ,)r e spirl t ... 

wo wa co cl en; 
vbe le w st 
sleep sitting 
to lie ti eN-i 

h t3 V 
!:o the. 

That st ho te on or r 
of i 0 t th b r 1 o 1 o lo e '11 
11 veo a lo t , than those 'W ot . y 
were alw y st y. hoy also hsc good lick , 
and were al~ays 1 wo en of oo mor l , good 
char cter, .hono, r 

henever a hub~ e nfeithf , oin 
o• t 1th one f t s1 te s no log. con id,r 
fit fort to live tog r. 
neither 1 r to arr 1n 
law calle etqu, hicli t 

m st call the ch t 
they 1ot rried. T 1 
(1f it w the l h 
at th b of of 
she brin to to 

rt one, ut 
r te fulfill ant r 

ivorce . 

n 

r. 
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he in s what is called botqu, e 1 vorce , ong, an c.i ,nee • 
hen h i ve pre""c ,. t , much a she can afford, to all the 

chiefs who at .ence, ann to all her attendants. 

hil wo n 1 still d.ncing, ~he , n who d ires 
h r b rn. so thing of great v lue to hi. self, as an inc ic tion 
th t Le s the ··a h \J nts er fter sh 1s fr e. 

Arter this c re on .h is fre to •arry g~1n. A man 
a king for a ivorce ~t go thro1 ~ th s me cer ony • 

• 

Cookin. one in o c.q l8r box w 1ch h in 
it, put to eth r witl wo n 1ags. TI1e ti~h at s pt 

n 1 t 1th w· t on cooked . t l opoing in r hot ston s. 
It slo I tho of cookin, but it va us d f ,r t1: ny 
g I 

Th also nae ro r~g st (an-yow). A on a 
• b st· ck11~ tu e s t h 1 t · na 1nto the 1•0 nd 

1 1 once in a wilil b 1 or the fir • Me t -was 
e in 1;he sa e mn1 r. "'p on th ,ount.:iin when they 

kil o th y , ttke n trench, lL e 1 t wi tli ston s, cover 
thi lthlev:, n ligh fireontletop . Innootto 
hou tt meat is ccoket. 

ro 
fishing""!Pole 1. c lle 

d lei ·ter J., 
3aa-oo nd look like l t r -
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