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Ancient custom

Anthropologist refutes

Indian ritual painful

Indian affairs department of-
, ficials who have said ancient
« initiation rituals to Indian
" dance societies are painful and
secret don’t know what they’re
. talking about, says UBC anthro-
' pologist Wilson Duff.
He has attended many of the
. rituals himself, he told The
Province Friday night. There is
.no pain involved, no secrecy
‘ and nothing wrong in any way
. about them, he said.
Sonny Point of the Mus-
‘ queam reserve in southwest
. Vancouver told police he is
- afraid the tribe’s dance society
.plan to kidnap him from his
: home to induct him.
Duff said he understands
. Point had wanted to be in the
' society but then changed his
. mind.
! The society dropped plans for
« his initiation — which involves
. taking the candidate to a smoke
- house beside the Fraser River
. for a four-day-long rite — but
- Point apparently did not know
. this, Duff said.
“They don’t take a man
. against his will,” he said.
Duff, who specializes in In-
. dian anthropology, said he ob-
« jects strongly to implications
. that there is something Mafia-
like or secretive about the
. dance ritual.

Asked why Province reporter
Ed Simons got an unfriendly
reception when he went to the
smokehouse during initiation
rites Thursday, Duff said:
“They resent outsiders at the
initiations because outsiders
have so often misinterpreted
what they saw—especially re-
porters.”

Duff said he knows the In-
dians who told Simons to leave
“or else” and he was both amus-
ed and angered to see them
described as hostile.

“Many Indians on reserves
regard the opportunity to be-
come a dancer a great privi-
lege,” said Duff.

Dancers do in fact go into a
hollering trance—but not from
pain or drugs.

“A dance candidate must
have shown some evidence of
having guardian spirit power.

“This power, or song, has
deep roots in their past reli-
gion. The Indians believe this
individual power comes from
having spirits around them.

“They become possessed by
their spirit power which builds
up pressure inside their chest
-—and they release it by dane-
lng 9

Duff has taken part in some
initiations but did not experi-
ence a spirit—“I don’t have the
power to.”
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RICHMOND REVIEW

Indian Dancers Hold Crowd Spellbound

i T
MEDICINE MAN of the Squamish Coast Salish Indians, Dominic Charlie

shows All-Round Cord Girl Guide Yvonne Jenkins and Jannina Hajes of the 149th Guide Company just
how his ancestors did it, Authentic dances of the Coast Indians and legends were revealed to a packed
hall at Richmond United Church when the Guide Company was honored by the visit of Chief Councillor
Sinjon Baker, Chief Dan George and Dominic Charlie, alongwith dancers Jo Alex, son.in.law of Chief
Danr George, his son, Len George. and his grandson, Robert George, (Photo by Mickey Carlton)

whole blood is needed for every

case of open heart surgery,
iary hamburger blitz, to be held -

March 19th, will be greatly ap-

'f:l?ublic support of our Rich-
mond General Hospital Auxil-

5 preciated," said auxiliary pub. BOB
ot licity chairman Mrs, E, H. KILTY’S
Greczmiel this week,
All auxiliary members are FAMILY
busy pre-selling tickets, 5
Proceeds will be used to pur- SHOE STORE

chase a portable X.ray ma-
chine for the hospital,

Anyone wishing to buy ad-
vance tickets may phone Mrs,
Greczmiel at 274.1359,

655 NO. 3 RD.
RICHMOND SQUARE

218-5626

Maitresse De Ballet-

Mme
LYDIA KARPOV A
Fitool Of Glassical Ballet

WILL OPEN IN RICHMOND

SOON

Boys and Girls - Also Ladies Classes

RICHM OND FOR INFORMATION PHONE

‘BRIGHOUSE |
‘HARDWARE
680 No. 3 Rd.

of the Capilano Reserve, :

An average of 20 units wof -

278—9141 278-8271
é@ﬁlnc CARPETS=—=;

The pulse of Indian drums
and the rhythmic clack of
wooden paddle ornaments and
rattles on tribal costumes gave
hundreds of Richmond children
and parents a glimpse into the
Canadian heritage of Indian cul-
ture this week,

Richmond United Church hall
on Cambie Road was crowded
to capacity when chiefs of the
Squamish Coast Salish Indians
and dancers demonstrated an.
cient ritual dances and spoke
of legends and customs long
past but not forgotten,

Chiefs Honor Girls
Chief Councillor Simon Baker
of the Capilano Reserve, Khat.
la.cha; Chief Dan George ofthe

- Burrard Reserve, Tes-wa.no;

Dominic Charlie, medicineman
of the Salish Tribe and Jo Alex,
son-in-law of Dan George; his
son, Len George, and his grand.
son, Robert George, with Chief
William Jeffrey of Port Simp-
son, spoke and danced for Girl
Guides of the 149th Company,
the first in Canada to receive
permission to change their em-
blems to tribal names in honor
of the country's first inhabi-
tants,

With the help of their leader,
Mrs. M, James, who, with her
husband, Cubmaster Mickey
James, is a friend of Chief Dan
George and his family, the girls
have named their troops Tsim-
shian, Nootka, Kwakiutl, Haida,
Tlingat and Coast Salish.

- Rattlesnake Dance"

Highlights ofthe evening were
dances by Dominic George, who
performed the Rattlesnake
Dance, drawing hissing, wrigg-
ling snakes from his basket
during the performance, and
the Thunderbird Dance, the
Wolf Dance (a simple but an.
cient step), the Victory Dance,
and others,

Guiders were invited to the
stage to perform the Chicken
Dance,

Wild applause from the young
audience and their guests was
offered in return for an exciting
peek into the long-treasured
traditional practices of the In-
dians of the Coast tribes.

"Younger children are my
best audience," Chief Dan
George told the capacity crowd.
"Many years back, before the
white men came to our country,
we lived a different life,"
“HY Days of Yore
; 3‘1 thegspring of the year we
gathered Seéa food. In the sum-
mer we were picking berries,
and hunting deer, smoking and
drying it and putting it away
for the winter,

"In the fall it was salmon,
all to be dried and put away
for the winter,

"When I was small, I could
see in our smokehouse we were
going to have enough food.

"In the winter, the old people
entertained each other, In the
long smokehouses they had
dances,

"We had visitors from other
tribes. My grandfather was host
to the other tribes who came
down Burrard Inlet.

"With civilization coming
around our reservations, things
have changed.

""Now our younger generation
is getting education, They as.
sociate with other people, learn.
ing and associating with them,
Now in the schools they are
very much in favor of integra-
tion,

"The way our people lived is
no more.,"

Supermarkets Now

"We have learnedtotrade and
to go to the Safeway or Super
Valu for the food we need."

He said the Wolf Dance per-
formed by his grandson "be-
longs to us and we like to use

it. We treasure it because it
was done by our ancestors, If
we added more steps it would
Spoil it and would not be like
our ancestors',"

The Victory Dance used to be
performed after a victory
against other tribes who might
come into the Second Narrows
to take hunting and fishing rights
from the Salish, who would make
a stand at Roche Point,

Grandmother
Big Influence

Chief Simon Baker told of the
influence his grandmother, Mrs.
Mary Capilano, had on his edu-
cation,

"The Indian teaching she gave
me is the thing I am trying to
revive,'" he said,

Chief Baker is recording the
legends and traditions of his
people,

He left the Indian environ-
ment and for a number of years

associated with non.Indians. °

"I got my education from ex-
perience," he remarked.

He later returned home and
was married. He hasbeen coun-
cillor for 32 years and chief
councillor for 14 years,

"Our children get confused
and wonder 'What am I?'" he
pointed out.

"We are fortunate to have a
few who will keep the old tra-
ditions,"

He explained the colorful cos-
tumes with the various orna-
mentations on the tunics and
boots.

Talking Stick

Chief Baker also told of the
significance of the Talking
Stick, which he held while talk-
ing and which visitor Chief
Jeffrey, from the (ueen Char.
lotte Islands, also held while
speaking to the assembly, Each
piece of the stick represents a
different legend, and only those
of eminence are permitted to
hold it.

The chiefs assisted in pre-
senting awards to various Girl
Guides who had earned their
badges.

Awards

Among those receiving the
awards was one Cub, Tommy
Jackman, of the Second Rich-
mond Cub Pack, who was given
his green star, the fifth and
final one, as outstanding cub in
his pack and senior sixer,

Receiving her Gold Cord pin,
to be worn in place of the Gold
Cord when no longer a. Girl

"'Guide, was Ellaline Hajes, 468

No. 4 Road,

Receiving her All-Round Cord
was Yvonne Jenkins, 414 No.3
Road,

First Aid badges were pre-
sented to Lynn Hughs, Susan

. Piffer, Nancy Emery, Ruth Mc-

Mann, Lori Rokitjanski, Mary-
ann Hoebert, Mary Jane Long-
worth, Donna Chornobay, Wendy
Coates, Joan Hadfield, Valerie
Fox, Terri Grebinsky, Karen
Dallas, Joan Jackman, Ludi
Klassen, and Lynn Cadenhead,

Receiving their Keep Fit bad-
ges were Wendy Rook, Karen
Dallas, Wendy Coates, Nadine
Ramsay, Lynn Cadenhead, Mar-
go Piffer, Gail Walker, Lori
Rokitjanski, and Jacqueline Ha-
jes.

Toymakers badges went to
Patti Peters and Donna Chorno-
bay,

Art Appreciation -. Jacque-
line Hajes and Lori Rokitjan.
ski, Citizenship badges --Nancy
Emery and Yvonne Jenkins,
Knitters badge -- Yvonne Jen-
kins, Needlewoman's badge ..
Susan Piffer, Laundress .. Nan.
cy Emery,

Skater's badge, first one in
the company, went to Joyce
Jackman,

Handiwoman's badge, also
the first in the company, to
Nancy Emery.
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2*** The VANCOUVER SUN: Thur., Dec. 14, 1967
Boy Finds Ancient Carving
—Or Is It Tourist Curio?

A chance find by a West
Vancouver schoolboy has the
experts confused.

Bill Ware, 14, of 1010 Eyre-
mont Drive, discovered a small
pumice-stone sculpture while
cleaning up his backyard after
a rain spell last spring. z

Now, expert anthropologists
are differing over the stone’s
history.

There’s a chance it could be
prehistoric. But it could also be
simply a modern tourist curio.

University of B.C. anthro-
pologist Dr. Charles Borden and
associate professor Wilson Duff
think it could be a product of
prehistoric coastal people.

Both say the range of pre-
historic sculpture so far found
in this area is wide enough to
include it, although its style and
material are unlike any pre-
viously found. SCULPTURE

But Dr. Roy Carlson, asso- . . . two theories

ciate professor of Anthropology
at Simon Fraser University,
dismisses the figure as ‘“an|
example of modern Mexican|
stone carving, made for sale to
tourists in Mexico.”

UBC geology professor Dr. W.
R. Danner says that as far as
the material is concerned ‘it
seems that the most likely
source would have been central
Oregon.”

Bill, the discoverer, thinks it
may have been delivered with
the fill when the house was first
built — and he says investiga;
tions are being made to trace
the fill’s origin.

Meanwhile, the flgure is on
permanent display in the Van-
couver Art Gallery.
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Indian Needn't

Fear Kidnapping

Dance Group Takes Only

s Professor

By GERRY DEAGLE
A Musqueam Indian’s fear that members of an
ancient Indian society are out to kidnap him is com-
pletely unfounded, a university anthropologist said

SAY EXPERTS:

Alcohol
‘Harming
Indians’

A report which pinpointed
alcohol as the major problem
facing adult Indians has
drawn support from both
Indian and non-Indian experts.

The report — on a survey of
patterns of illness in B.C.
Indians — was prepared by
Dr. Paul Termansen, Univer-
sity of B.C. assistant professor
of psychiatry, and Joan Ryan,
UBC anthropologist.

It said a health education
program for Indians is vital
and necessary, there should
be increased employment for
Indians, they should be given
more responsibility, and there
should be better housing and
public health facilities on all
reserves. :

And it said that “without
any doubt, excessive alcohol
intake is the primary socio-
medical problem of adult
Indians.”

R. J. McInnes, director of
the B.C. Indian Advisory Com-
mittee, agreed in a poll by
The Sun that drinking is a
major problem facing Indians.

“It interferes with their
employment and with many
aspects of their life,” he said.

POOR IMAGE :
“It creates a poor image.
The Indian has not yet

learned to drink socially.

“I’'ve often thought an
alcoholic education program
would be desirable — it is a
problem they alone can’t
beat; they have to have help.”

Guy Williams, president of
the Native Indian Brotherhood.
of B.C. Indians, said he is
inclined to go along with the
report’s findings.

“Consumption of alcohol is
a serious factor in accidents
— a very serious factor,” he
said. :

“It is also a very serious
factor in the home lives of
Indians throughout B.C.,
whether they are an 1solated
group or advanced in the
adoption of European ways.”

Dr. Termansen suggesed, in
an interview, that one of the
possible reasons for Indian
drinking may be because they
have always been made to
feel inferior.

Said Williams: “I agree that
the Indian feels left out. He
has difficulty in adjusting to a
society that does not encour-
age him to join it.” :

He said discrimination still
exists, and at present the
Indian is not allowed to live
on equal terms with the non-
Indian. :

R. M. Hall, acting B.C. com-
missioner for the federal
Indian affairs branch, wel-
comed the survey as a good
beginning.

“Now it needs a follow-up,”
he said.

He added:
one has always known that
the problem of the Indian has
been alcohol.

DISAGREES

“But I was interested to
hear the suggestion (voiced by
Dr. Termansen) that there
may be a physiological and
psychological difference
between Indian and non-In-
dian reaction to alcohol.”

Benny Paul, past president
of the North American Indian
Brotherhood and a vocational

counsellor with the Indian

affairs branch, said he agrees
with most of the UBC team’s
findings.

* But he said he does not agree
that there may be a difference
between the way the body of
an Indian and the body of a
non-Indian absorb alcohol.

“The Indian’s higher sus-
ceptibility to alcohol is far
more likely to be caused. by
malnutrition,”” he said.

“A survey showed recently
that the average Indian’s
income is about $1,500.

“This is bound to lead to a
lack of some essential vita-
mins and subsequent mal-
nutrition — and anyone who
suffers from malnutrition is
more susceptible to alcohol.”

“T guess every-

Thursday.

“It’s nothing but a tempest
in a teapot,” said Wilson Duff,
University of B.C. professor
and author of a history book
on B.C. Indians.

Sonny Point, told police
Tuesday he is afraid of a kid-
napping attempt by Indians
from his reserve.

He said tribe members want
to remove him from his home
and livelihood to induct him
into a secret society based on
ritual dancing exercises.

ALL VOLUNTEERS .

“They won’t take a man
like that against his will,”
said Duff in an interview.

“All the dancers taken this
year, from Musqueam and
North Shore reserves, volun-
teered to take part in the
induction process.”

Duff said he spoke with a
member of the Musqueam
dance group Thursday and
was told the group has
decided not to induct Point.

“It is not a matter for the
police,”” he said.

‘“Many of the Indians on
reserves regard the opportun-
ity to become a dancer as a
great privilege.

“I only wish there was a

"similar dance tradition in my

own culture.”

He said Indians who are
approached to join tribal
dance groups normally have
expressed interest in the idea.

BELIEVED INTERESTED.

In the case of Point, Duff
said, it was generally under-
stood that he had expressed
interest in the past in joining
the Musqueam group.

In addition to showing in-
terest, Duff said, a dance
candidate must also have
shown some evidence of hav-
ing what he called guardian
spirit power.

This power is usually mani-
fested by a pain in the chest
and sometimes by a peculiar
illness, he said.

Duff described the ritual
used to induct a new member
into the tribal dance group.

The members of the group
come to the candidate’s home,
he said, and carry him off to
the tribe’s smoke house,

where he is held for fourv

‘During the first few hours
in the smoke house the candi-
date undergoes a ritual called
grabbing, Duff said.

SHAKE RATTLES

“In the grabbing ceremony,
the experienced dancers pick
up the new dancer and carry
him around the room, all the
while singing to him and
shaking rattles.” )

Duff emphasized ~that no
drugs or alcohol are con-
sumed during the ceremony
and that no harm comes to
the person being initiated.

Nevertheless, the candidate
does a lot of yelling and
screaming, he said.

“But he isn’t hollering be-
cause of pain, it’s just the
state of trance he’s in,”” he
added.

Duff said the Indians be-
lieve that as a result of the

frenzy .created during the

ceremony the dancer ‘‘takes
possession of his own power.”

‘NEW-BORN’

He said that during the
remainder of the initiation
period the candidate is taught
the spiritual songs and dances
of the experienced members
and is treated with the ten-

derness of one born anew.

Later, the new dancer is
required to perform at all the
tribal dances on his reserve.

Duff said the dances
usually take place once a

week — on Saturdays — and-

attract large crowds of

Indians.
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