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Summary information

Repository:
Title Walter C. Koerner fonds

ID: 85
Accession number 1996-002
[alter nativey:
Accession number 2018-16
[alternative]:

Date: [196-] - [199-] (date of creation)

Physical description: 12 binders of photographs and textual records ; 2037 photographs :
b&w and col. negatives, prints, slides; 11.3 cm textual records.

Administrative history / Biographical sketch

Note

Walter C. Koerner was born in what is now known as Czechoslovakia (formerly part of the Austro-
Hungarian Empire). In 1939, fleeing the expansion of Nazi Germany, he left Europe and emigrated to
Canada. Upon his arrival in British Columbia, Koerner, with members of his family, founded a company
known as Alaska Pine. He became a major figure in British Columbia's forest industry. Koerner was a
significant collector of art, most notably European ceramics and North American First Nations art. In
1941, Koerner began collecting Northwest Coast First Nations art. He is credited with making important
contributions to the artistic renaissance of First Nations art through his philanthropy and patronage.
Walter Koerner played a significant role in the development of the University of British Columbia
campus, lending financial and political support to several projectsincluding UBC Library, the University
Hospital, and the Museum of Anthropology. Walter Koerner died on his birthday July 21, 1995.

Scope and content

Fonds consists of physical and intellectual descriptions of objectsin the form of photographs and textual
records that provide relevant background information and bibliographic citations relating to Koerner’s

personal collections. Fonds consts of two series: W. and M. Koerner ceramics collection and Northwest
Coast Indian art.
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Title notes

*  Sourceof title proper: Title based on provenance of fonds

Immediate sour ce of acquisition

Accession number 1996-002: Records were donated to the Museum of Anthropology Archivesin 1996
by The Koerner Foundation, as part of a bequest by Walter Koerner. They were later transferred to the
Curator’ s office for approximately 10 years before being returned to the Archivesin 2010.

Accession number 2018-16: Records were donated by Dr. Marial.C. Gyongyossy-Issato U.B.C. Rare

Books and Special Collections. They were given a cursory review by a student there before being
transferred to the Audrey & Harry Hawthorn Library and Archives.

Restrictions on access

Some records in this fonds are subject to access restrictions. Consult Archivist for details.

Conditions governing use

Consult Archivist for details.

Other notes
*  Publication status: published

Access points

o  Wallter C. Koerner
e Ceramics (subject)

Coallection holdings

Series. 01 - W. and M. Koerner Ceramics Collection
Title: W. and M. Koerner Ceramics Collection
ID: 01
Accession number [alternative]: 1996-002
Date: [19877] (date of creation)
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Scope and content:

Series consists of photographs, object descriptions, background summaries and bibliographic citations

documenting the W. and M. Koerner Ceramics Collection. The binders comprise seven volumes

organized according to region and time period, as well as a catalogue of the collection. The additional

textual material isacopy of the collection catalogue in the binders; there are some differences
between the two versions and it is unclear which is the more recent version.

Physical description: 8 binders and 1.4cm of textual records.

Publication status:

published

File: 01 - European CeramicsVol. 1. Anabaptist Maiolica

Title: European Ceramics Vol. 1: Anabaptist Maiolica
ID: 01

Accession number [aternative]: 1996-002

Date: [19877] (date of creation)

Location of originals:

Box 1.1

Publication status:
published

File: 02 - European CeramicsVol. 2: Haban Pottery
Title: European Ceramics Vol. 2: Haban Pottery

ID: 02

Accession number [alternative]: 1996-002

Date: [19877] (date of creation)

Location of originas:;

Box 1.2

Publication status:
published
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File: 03 - European CeramicsVol. 3: Italian Maiolica, French Faience
Title: European Ceramics Vol. 3: Italian Maiolica, French Faience

ID: 03

Accession number [alternative]: 1996-002

Date: [19877] (date of creation)

Location of originals:

Box 1.3

Publication status:
published

File: 04 - European CeramicsVol. 4: Hofnerware, Early Stoneware
Title: European Ceramics Vol. 4: Hofnerware, Early Stoneware
ID: 04
Accession number [alternative]: 1996-002
Date: [19877] (date of creation)

Location of originas:

Box 1.4

Publication status:
published

File: 05 - European CeramicsVol. 5: Holics Faience, L ater Stoneware
Title: European Ceramics Vol. 5: Holics Faience, Later Stoneware
ID: 05
Accession number [alternative]: 1996-002
Date: [19877] (date of creation)

Location of originals:

Box 1.5
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Publication status:

published

File: 06 - European Ceramics Voal. 6: English Pottery, Dutch Delft, German Faience

Title: European Ceramics Vol. 6: English Pottery, Dutch Delft, German Faience
ID: 06

Accession number [aternative]: 1996-002

Date: [19877] (date of creation)

Location of originals:
Box 1.6

Publication status:
published

File: 07 - European CeramicsVol. 7: Austrian Faience, Central European, Sundry
Pottery

Title: European Ceramics Vol. 7: Austrian Faience, Central European, Sundry Pottery
ID: 07

Accession number [aternative]: 1996-002

Date: [19877] (date of creation)

Location of originas:;

Box 1.7

Publication status:
published

File: 08 - European CeramicsVol. 8: W. & M. Koerner Collection catalogue

Title: European Ceramics Vol. 8: W. & M. Koerner Collection catalogue
ID: 08

Accession number [alternative]: 1996-002

Date: [19877] (date of creation)
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Location of originals:

Box 2.1

Publication status:
published

File: 09 - Catalogue of the Walter and Marianne Koerner Ceramic Collection
Title: Catalogue of the Walter and Marianne Koerner Ceramic Collection
ID: 09
Accession number [alternative]: 1996-002
Date: [19877] (date of creation)

Location of originals:
Box 2.2

Publication status:
published

Series: 02 - Northwest Coast Indian Art
Title: Northwest Coast Indian Art
ID: 02
Accession number [alternative]: 1996-002
Date: [197-7] (date of creation)
Scope and content:

Series consists of binders made up of photographs, quotations, background information and
photocopied text from published sources. These binders were created to provide context to Koerner's
collection of Northwest Coast Indian art. These albums were compiled by Madeline Bronsdon Rowan,
who was one of the curators at the Museum of Anthropology.

Physical description: 4 binders.

Publication status:
published
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Access points:

*  Masks (subject)
»  British Columbia (place)

File: 01 - Northwest Coast Indian Art Vol. 1. Technology, crest art, family crest

property, pipes, canoes and paddles, personal ador nment and cosmetics, badges of
rank and office

Title: Northwest Coast Indian Art Vol. 1: Technology, crest art, family crest property, pipes, canoes
and paddles, personal adornment and cosmetics, badges of rank and office

ID: 01
Accession number [alternative]: 1996-002
Date: [197-7] (date of creation)

Location of originas:
Box 3.1

Publication status:
published

File: 02 - Northwest Coast Indian Art Vol. 2: The Shaman, winter dances, masks
Title: Northwest Coast Indian Art VVol. 2: The Shaman, winter dances, masks

ID: 02

Accession number [aternative]: 1996-002

Date: [197-7] (date of creation)

Location of originals:

Box 3.2

Publication status:
published

File: 03 - Northwest Coast Indian Art Vol. 3: Human and animal carving, totem
poles, miscellaneous carvings
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Title: Northwest Coast Indian Art Vol. 3: Human and animal carving, totem poles, miscellaneous
carvings

ID: 03
Accession number [alternative]: 1996-002
Date: [197-7] (date of creation)

Location of originals:

Box 3.3

Publication status:
published

File: 04 - Northwest Coast Indian Art Vol. 4. Argillite carving
Title: Northwest Coast Indian Art VVol. 4: Argillite carving

ID: 04

Accession number [alternative]: 1996-002

Date: [197-7] (date of creation)

Location of originals:
Box 3.4

Publication status:
published

Series. 03 - Koerner Collection Photographs
Title: Koerner Collection Photographs
ID: 03
Accession number [alternative]: 2018-16
Date: [between 1967 and 1992] (date of creation)
Scope and content:

Series consists of photographic negatives and prints of items from Walter and Marianne Koerner's
personal collection. Subjects include ceramics and First Nations art. It is likely that many of the
photographs were taken by Eugene Horvath, who acted as a sort of personal assistant to Walter

Page 11



85 Walter C. Koerner fonds

Koerner's collecting hobby. It is probable that most of the photographs in this series were made for use
in the collection catal ogues.

Physical description: 1552 photographs : b& w and col. negatives, prints, slides
Textual records

Physical condition:

Most of the negatives are suffering from at least mild stages of acetate degradation.

Arrangement:

Fileslabelled "Horvath 3837 Osler St 00-12019" were received in ziplock bags with the just
mentioned label written on them. It is surmised that these were photographs taken by Eugene Horvath,
a ceramics scholar of Hungarian descent living in Vancouver. Other files were variously held in
folders, containers, and ziplock bags. Current arrangement reflects the original groupings of items and
file namesfollow original container labels.

Publication status:
published

File: 01 - Horvath 3837 Osler St 00-12019
Title: Horvath 3837 Odler St 00-12019
ID: 01
Accession number [alternative]: 2018-16
Date: [197-7] (date of creation)
Physical description: 111 photographs : b&w and col. negatives and prints

Location of originas:;

Box 4.1/2

Publication status:
published

File: 02 - Horvath 3837 Odler St 00-12019
Title: Horvath 3837 Osler St 00-12019
ID: 02
Accession number [alternative]: 2018-16
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Date: [197-7] (date of creation)
Physical description: 41 photographs b&w

Location of originals:

Box 4.3

Publication status:
published

File: 03 - Horvath 3837 Odler St 00-12019
Title: Horvath 3837 Odler St 00-12019
ID: 03
Accession number [alternative]: 2018-16
Date: [197-7] (date of creation)
Physical description: 97 photographs b&w and col.

Location of originals:
Box 4.4

Publication status:
published

File: 04 - Horvath 3837 Osler St 00-12019

Title: Horvath 3837 Odler St 00-12019

ID: 04

Accession number [alternative]: 2018-16

Date: [197-7] (date of creation)

Physical description: 145 photographs : b&w and col. prints and negatives

Location of originas:;
Box 4.5

Publication status:
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published

File: 05 - Horvath 3837 Oder St 00-12019
Title: Horvath 3837 Odler St 00-12019
ID: 05
Accession number [alternative]: 2018-16
Date: [198-7] (date of creation)
Physical description: 38 photographs : col. prints and negatives

Location of originals:;
Box 4.6

Publication status:
published

File: 06 - Horvath 3837 Oder St 00-12019

Title: Horvath 3837 Osler St 00-12019

ID: 06

Accession number [alternative]: 2018-16

Date: [197-7] (date of creation)

Physical description: 52 photographs : b&w and col. prints and negatives

Location of originals:

Box 4.7

Publication status:
published

File: 07 - Horvath 3837 Odler St 00-12019

Title: Horvath 3837 Osler St 00-12019
ID: 07

Accession number [alternative]: 2018-16
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Date: [197-7] (date of creation)
Physical description: 142 photographs : b&w and col. prints and negatives

Location of originals:

Box 4.8/9

Publication status:
published

File: 08 - Horvath 3837 Odler St 00-12019
Title: Horvath 3837 Odler St 00-12019
ID: 08
Accession number [alternative]: 2018-16
Date: [197-7] (date of creation)
Physical description: 78 photographs : b&w and col. negatives

Location of originals:
Box 4.10

Publication status:
published

File: 09 - Horvath 3837 Osler St 00-12019

Title: Horvath 3837 Odler St 00-12019

ID: 09

Accession number [alternative]: 2018-16

Date: [197-7] (date of creation)

Physical description: 141 photographs : b&w and col. prints and negatives

Location of originas:;
Box 4.11

Publication status:
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published

File: 10 - Horvath 3837 Odler St 00-12019
Title: Horvath 3837 Odler St 00-12019
ID: 10
Accession number [alternative]: 2018-16
Date: [198-7] (date of creation)
Physical description: 3 photographs: col.

Location of originals:;
Box 4.12

Publication status:
published

File: 11 - Ceramicsprints
Title: Ceramics prints
ID: 11
Accession number [alternative]: 2018-16
Date: [197-7] (date of creation)
Physical description: 44 photographs : b&w and col. prints and negatives

Location of originals:

Box 5.1

Publication status:
published

File: 12 - Ceramicsprints
Title: Ceramics prints
ID: 12

Accession number [alternative]: 2018-16
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Date: [197-7] (date of creation)
Physical description: 37 photographs: col.

Location of originals:

Box 5.2

Publication status:
published

File: 13 - Ceramicsdlides

Title: Ceramics dlides

ID: 13

Accession number [alternative]: 2018-16

Date: [19737] (date of creation)

Physical description: 22 photographs : col. slides

Location of originals:
Box 5.3

Publication status:
published

File: 14 - Ceramics prints and negatives
Title: Ceramics prints and negatives
ID: 14
Accession number [alternative]: 2018-16
Date: [198-7] (date of creation)
Physical description: 16 photographs col. prints and negatives

Location of originas:;
Box 5.4

Publication status:
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published

File: 15 - Inuit 4 x 5 dides negatives, West Coast Indian art + Arts of Raven
exhibition prints

Title: Inuit 4 x 5 slides negatives, West Coast Indian art + Arts of Raven exhibition prints
ID: 15

Accession number [alternative]: 2018-16

Date: [ca. 1967] (date of creation)

Physical description: 52 photographs : b&w and col. prints, slides, negatives

Location of originas:;
Box 5.5

Publication status:
published

File: 16 - WCK Caoall. Others(not in MOA)
Title: WCK Call. Others (not in MOA)
ID: 16
Accession number [alternative]: 2018-16
Date: [198-7] (date of creation)
Physical description: 60 photographs : col. prints and negatives

Location of originals:

Box 5.6

Publication status:
published

File: 17 - Chinese pottery other WK

Title: Chinese pottery other WK
ID: 17

Accession number [alternative]: 2018-16
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Date: [197-7] (date of creation)
Physical description: 18 photographs : b& w negatives

Location of originals:

Box 5.7

Publication status:
published

File: 18 - Ceramics negatives
Title: Ceramics negatives
ID: 18
Accession number [alternative]: 2018-16
Date: [197-7] (date of creation)
Physical description: 75 photographs : b&w and col. negatives

Location of originals:
Box 5.8

Publication status:
published

File: 19 - Ceramics negatives
Title: Ceramics negatives
ID: 19
Accession number [alternative]: 2018-16
Date: [197-7] (date of creation)
Physical description: 12 photographs : b& w negatives

Location of originas:;
Box 5.9

Publication status:
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published

File: 20 - WCK collection photos
Title: WCK collection photos
ID: 20
Accession number [alternative]: 2018-16
Date: [198-7] (date of creation)
Physical description: 240 photographs : b&w and col. sides, negatives, prints

Location of originals:;
Box 5.10

Publication status:
published

File: 21 - Ceramics slides
Title: Ceramics slides
ID: 21
Accession number [alternative]: 2018-16
Date: [19767] (date of creation)
Physical description: 31 photographs : col. slides

Location of originals:

Box 5.11

Publication status:
published

File: 22 - Ceramicsdides

Title: Ceramics slides
ID: 22

Accession number [alternative]: 2018-16
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Date: [19827] (date of creation)
Physical description: 26 photographs : col. slides

Location of originals:

Box 5.12

Publication status:
published

File: 23 - Chinese pottery

Title: Chinese pottery

ID: 23

Accession number [alternative]: 2018-16

Date: [19927] (date of creation)

Physical description: 25 photographs: col. slides

Location of originals:
Box 5.13

Publication status:
published

File: 24 - WCK Wood Carving
Title: WCK Wood Carving
ID: 24
Accession number [alternative]: 2018-16
Date: [198-7] (date of creation)
Physical description: 35 photographs : b&w and col. prints and negatives

Location of originas:;
Box 5.14

Publication status:
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published

File: 25 - Italian Maiolica spare slides
Title: Italian Maiolica spare slides

ID: 25

Accession number [alternative]: 2018-16

Date: [198-7] (date of creation)

Physical description: 11 photographs : col. slides

Location of originals:;

Box 5.15

Publication status:
published

Series. 04 - Walter C. Koerner Collection Catalogue Slide Shows
Title: Walter C. Koerner Collection Catalogue Slide Shows
ID: 04
Date: [198-7] (date of creation)

Physical description: 141 photographs: col. slides
1.4 cm textual records

Publication status:
published

File: 01 - English pottery - French & German faience - Dutch delft & Sundry

pottery Murany & other 19th C. stoneware - South, Central & North American
Medieval Pottery

Title: English pottery - French & German faience - Dutch delft & Sundry pottery Murany & other
19th C. stoneware - South, Central & North American Medieval Pottery

ID: 01
Accession number [aternative]: 2018-16
Date: [198-7] (date of creation)
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Physical description: 102 photographs; col. Slides. - 0.9 cm textual records

Location of originals:

Box 5.16

Publication status:
published

File: 02 - Holicsfaience - Austrian faience, other Central European pottery &

pottery of Morovia, Bohemia, Slovakia

Title: Holics faience - Austrian faience, other Central European pottery & pottery of Morovia,
Bohemia, Slovakia

ID: 02

Accession number [alternative]: 2018-16

Date: [198-7] (date of creation)

Physical description: 39 photographs : col. slides. - 0.5 cm textual records

Location of originals:

Box 6.1

Publication status:
published

Series: 05- W. and M. Koerner Collection Purchases

Titlee W. and M. Koerner Collection Purchases
ID: 05
Accession number [alternative]: 2018-16

Date: 1981-1990 (date of creation)
Scope and content:

Series consists of filesrelated to purchases of items for the W. and M. Koerner Collection. The

arrangements for these purchases were handled by Eugene Horvath, who acted as a sort of personal

assistant for the Koerners' ceramics collection. Files contain documents and photographs related to

purchases.

Physical description: 238 photographs : col. dlides, prints, negatives
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2.5 cm textual records

Arrangement:

Files arranged according to original folders. Original labels were transcribed to new folders.

Publication status:

published

File: 01 - 4 dill Riemenschneider tiles

Title: 4 dill Riemenschneider tiles

ID: 01

Accession number [alternative]: 2018-16
Date: [198-7] (date of creation)

Physical description: 0.3 cm textua records

Location of originas:;
Box 6.2

Publication status:
published

File: 02 - WCK tile stove
Title: WCK tile stove
ID: 02
Accession number [alternative]: 2018-16
Date: 1989 (date of creation)
Physical description: 0.6 cm textual records

Location of originals:

Box 6.3

Publication status:
published
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File: 03 - WCK personal [Christie's Valuation]
Title: WCK personal [Christie's Vauation]

ID: 03

Accession number [alternative]: 2018-16

Date: 1981 (date of creation)

Physical description: 2 photographs : col. slides and prints. - 0.4 cm textual records

Location of originals:

Box 6.4

Publication status:
published

File: 04 - WK tile-stove 1988-1989
Title: WK tile-stove 1988-1989
ID: 04
Accession number [alternative]: 2018-16
Date: 1988-1989 (date of creation)
Physical description: 236 photographs : col. prints and negatives

Location of originas:

Box 6.5

Publication status:
published

File: 05 - WCK ceramics collection Neumeister, Munich
Title: WCK ceramics collection Neumeister, Munich
ID: 05
Accession number [alternative]: 2018-16
Date: 1977 (date of creation)

Physical description: 0.2 cm textual records
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Location of originas:;

Box 6.6

Publication status:
published

File: 06 - WCK ceramics collection Jurgen Fischer, Heilbrom 1983-1990
Title: WCK ceramics collection Jurgen Fischer, Heilbrom 1983-1990
ID: 06
Accession number [alternative]: 2018-16
Date: 1983-1990 (date of creation)
Physical description: 0.6 cm textual records

Location of originals:

Box 6.7

Publication status:
published

Series. 06 - W. and M. Koerner Collection Catalogues Resear ch
Title: W. and M. Koerner Collection Catalogues Research
ID: 06
Accession number [alternative]: 2018-16
Date: 1967-1988 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series consists of records related to the research and composition of the W. and M. Koerner collection

catalogues.

Physical description: 104 photographs : col. prints, negatives, slides
6 cm textual records

Publication status:
published
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File: 01 - WCK Catalogue - Hafnerware German Austrian Faience Sour ces
Title: WCK Catalogue - Hafnerware German Austrian Faience Sources
ID: 01
Accession number [alternative]: 2018-16
Date: [198-7] (date of creation)
Physical description: 46 photographs : col. prints and negatives

Location of originals:

Box 6.8

Publication status:
published

File: 02 - WCK west coast art
Title: WCK west coast art
ID: 02
Accession number [alternative]: 2018-16
Date: [between 1967 and 19807] (date of creation)
Physical description: 58 photographs : col. slides prints negatives

Location of originas:

Box 6.9

Publication status:
published

File: 03 - WCK catalogue notes
Titles WCK catalogue notes
ID: 03
Accession number [alternative]: 2018-16
Date: 1988 (date of creation)

Physical description: 0.2 cm textual records
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Location of originas:;

Box 6.10

Publication status:
published

File: 04 - WCK ceramic catalogue description
Title: WCK ceramic catalogue description
ID: 04
Accession number [alternative]: 2018-16
Date: [198-7] (date of creation)
Physical description: 2 cm textual records

Location of originals:

Box 6.11

Publication status:
published

File: 05 - Auction catalogues
Title: Auction catalogues
ID: 05
Accession number [alternative]: 2018-16
Date: [198-7] (date of creation)

Physical description: 1 cm textual records

Location of originals:
Box 6.12

Publication status:
published
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